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| ach * os the e Adventures of 


f "Bo TRA C E Ni. 


| 227 8 b n e TRACEY, Eſq; the: 
Father of B-— Tracey the Hero 
of the following Pages, whom 
| l ſhall hereafter call Bzllario, 
Was Repreſentative of a very antient and 
henourable Family in Wiliſbire, and poſſeſſed 
of an Eſtate, free from all Incumbrances, of the * 
yearly Rent of two thouſand Pounds: But 
as an exact Account of his Pedigree and 
Childhood would be quite immaterial, I ſhall 
paſs over every Thing till he attained the Age 
of twelve Vears; at which Time he chanced 
do accompany his Mother in a Viſit ſhe made 
| A _—. 
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a neighbouring Family, who had ſeveral Chil- 
dren bred up at the Boarding: ſchook-and Was 
then at home on account of the 7// Jon. Holi- | 
days. a 
5 N this Time, a Siſter of. his Mother' 's 

of. the Half-blood, died, and left an only 
Daughter about twelve- Years of Age to the 
Care of Billario's Father: The young Lady 
was brought home to the Houſe, and educa- 
ted with the reſt of the Children of the Fa- 
mily : She was very genteel in her Perſon, 
had a blooming Complexion, and ſhewed al} 
the Prognoſtics of a great Beauty; her Tem- 
per was extremely agreeable, her Diſpoſition 
Frolickſome, and much inclinable to the 
Romp. She had not been bred up with all 
the Strictneſs imaginable, was much leſs re- 
ſerved than Billario's Siſter, and on that Ac- 
count ſhe was better pleaſed with his Conver- 
ſation than with that of the young Ladies, 
and of Courſe he became more engageſf to her 
Company, ſhared, in all her Diverſions, and 
did her all the little obliging Offices in his 
Power, ſo. that in a ſhort Time, ſuch a tender 
Friendſhip grew up betwixt them, that Bellario 
was always uneaſy when he was not with her, 
and Miſs Lucia (for that was her Name) was 
never better pleaſed than when in Company 

th him: For a Month or two they had no 


| * of being alone en we though 


both wiſhed 1 It, they knew not Why. At laſt 
Pane was favourable to our young Lover. F 
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It was in the Seaſon of Hay-making, and 
1 all the Children in the Family were diverting 
thbemielves in the Fields, and romping among 


the Haycocks. There was a little Coppice- 
Wood hard by, and here they all retired to 
hade themſelves from the Heat of the Sun. 
XZ His Siſters had not been long there, when 
they took it into their Heads to go home up- 
on a Cart of Hay then carrying out of the 
EX Field; Billario and Lucia, who, on other 
= 'Occafions, would have been the firſt in a Fro- 
lc of that Kind, choſefor the Preſent to ſtay 
behind, being both determined by the ſame 
Motives, viz. the Deſire of converſing alone 
with each other. 

When the Reſt were gone, Billario drew 
near to Lucia, and graſping her about - 
Middle, crys out, now my Dear Coꝝſin, y 
and I are together alone, which 1 have rg 
| wiſhed for ſhall be revenged of you, ſo I 
will, for all the Tricks you have played me, 


 fince you came to our Houſe ; 1 will tumble 


and kiſs you out of Breath, that I will. She 
naturally, and with the moſt artleſs Innocence 
permitted him to take as much of this Sort of 
Revenge as he pleaſed ; he kiſſed her a thou- 
ſand Times, - ſhe returned his Carreſſes with 
ail poſſible Ardour. Warmed with this amo- j» 
rous Toying, Billario's Curioſity put him iff, 
Mind of what he had heard the School- -boys 
talk of, ard what he A's of late been very 
1 _ 
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deſirous to be ſatisfied about; full of this th 

Thought, he began to be very familiar with. ris 

Lucia's. Petticoats, at which ſhe ſeemed-ar firſt 1 

offended; but as her Inclinations were indi- cr 

vidually the ſame with Billariv's, after a lit- F. 

tle Struggle ſhe permitted him. R 

As Miss had been bred at a Boarding ſch ool, E. 

had there, learned vicious Tricks; young, di 

very young as ſhe was, which occaſioned. her co 

being the more ſenſibly; moved with the wan ca 

ton Touches of the raviſhed Billario, ſhe lay Pp 

i | panting as for Breath, and graſped: the ſimple wi 

Wo Youth., to her glowing Boſom with eager an 

Tranſports. The unconſcious Boy, though ri 

his Brood was by this Time in a Blaze, and hi 

all his Spirits on the Wing, yet ſpent the th 

Moments in this childiſh alliance, till the i 

Nymph. who had exhauſted her amorous Fire, 7 

and recovered in ſome Meaſure from the de- E 

licious Trance, had Senſe to ſee that their, ev 

Companions were returning, and that it was ea 
Time to reſume a more decent Poſture. 

Billario had found too much Pleaſure from Pl 
the warm Emotion of his Blood in this Ad- in 
venture, not to wiſh for ſuch another; but he pr 
had no full Opportunity for two or three th 
Months after, only now and then he could ce 
ſteal a Touch while they were romping toge- an 

her in Company with his Siſters, who ſel- ſel 
dom left him and his charming Lucia alone, ni 
| | * th 
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though both were e equally deſirous of that 8 
tisfaction. 

And now their Affection for each other 6 eg 
creaſed daily, and was viſible to the whole 
XxX Family; however Nobody made any ſerious 
Reflections upon it, but laughed to ſee the 
Elfects of their very early Flame, which each 

diſcovered without any Diſſimulation. Treven 
contributed to the Advancement of their Edu- 
cation; for when either of them did, any 
Thing amiſs, they were told ſuch Behaviour 
4 would render them unworthy of each other, 
and the only Way Billario could take to me- 
rit his Couſin Lucia for a Wife, was to mind 
his Exerciſes ; and that ſhe mult acquire all 
the Accompliſhments befiting her Sex, before 
ſhe could aſpire to be the Wife of Billario. 
This obli Ky both of them to purſue with 
Be and take Pleaſure in Learning, 
every Thing that could render them fit for 
each other. 21 
Thus they went on encouraging a rer 
Flame, which, if it had not received a Check 
in the Bud, might, as they managed it, have 
proved the Ruin of their future Peace. For 
they had both Diſſimulation enough to con- 
ceal the vicious Emotions of theit Paſſions, 
and the looſe Freedoms they indulged them- , 
ſelves in, as often as they had any Opportt , 
nity : Not from any Conception they had of 
the Nature or Crime of theſe Dalliances, bur 
A 3 be- 


6% 
becauſe the one had been checked by his Tu- 
tor and Parents for attempting to treat his Si- 
ſters and the Maids with theſe Kind of Free- 
doms, and the other had learned to diſſemble 


all her Sentiments, that being the grand Prin- 


ciple on which the young Ladies depend in 
the preſent Generation; but they courted all 
Occaſions of indulging in private, and mak- 
ing Amends for the Reſtraint they Put upon 
themſelves in public. 

About three or four Months after the firſt 
Re-encounter, when Billario might be about 
thirteen Years of Age, his eldeſt Siſter, who was 


Bedfel low to Lucia, was taken ill of the Meaſſes, 


and on that Account Lucia was removed to 
a little Room next that where Bellario lay: 


And it happened at the ſame Time, that Pru- 
nerus his Tutor was obliged to go up to Lon- 


don on ſome Affairs relating to the Family, 
and Billario lay by himſelf. This was an Op- 


portunity for the young Lovers to be alone, 


which they had Wit enough not to neglect. 

So the very firſt Night, as ſoon as the Fami- 
ly were gone to reſt, Billario, according to 
previous Agreement, left his own Chamber, 
and went into that of Zucia's, the Door of 
ech was left open for his Reception. 

The thoughtleſs Lucia permitted him with- 


but Reſiſtence to come into her Bed, where 
* . he wantonly toyed with her, and preſſed her 


with Wy Ragerncls to his n Boſom. 
But 


CTY) - 

But it fo happened, that one of the Maids 
having Occaſion to come into the Room, 
caught them in Bed together; ſhe immedi- 
ately took the young Gentleman out of the 
Bed, conveyed him to his own, locked Lucia 
in by herſelf, and the next Morning acquain- 
ted his Mother with what ſhe had feen. ' 
The Thought of ſo young a Sinner, and 
the eminent Danger to which ſhe thought he 

was expoſed, bereaved the fond Mother of 
her Senſes for ſome Moments. She ſighed, | 
cWiried, wrung her Hands, and lamented her 
= Son's Fate in the moſt doleful Terms. In 
—_—_ the Interim; the Father came into the Room, 
and found his Lady in this pitious Condition; 
bhbhie aſked the Cauſe with ſome: Emotion, but 
ſhe, ſcarce able to anſwer, There, ſays ſhe, 
in a broken Voice, this is the Fruits of all 
dur tender Care and Pains ; ſee what de- 
viliſn Tricks your young Dog of a Son 
has been at ——Surely the Wickedneſs of 
„ this Age is enough to bring a Judgment 
upon the Land,” All this while, the Huſ- 
band, who had loved the Cratk of the Whip 
in his younger Days as much as any Man in 
England, ſtood in Amaze, not knowing whe- 
— to laugh or be angry at what he heard. 
At laſt, when her Silence permitted him to 
| ſpeak, he deſired his Wife to moderate her- 
Grief and Sorrow, and to let him know how* 
ſhe came to the Knowledge of this Affair. 
. A 4 She 


 4C#)- 
She told him, ſhe had not yet ſpoke to Bil- 
lario, but the Maid told her. But, ſays ſhe, 
Iwill go' this Minute, and give him ſuch a 
Whirreting. that he ſhalÞ not think of a Wo- 
man this 20 Years. Prunerus the Tutor was then 
ſent for, who being acquainted with the Af- 
fair, aſſumed a grave Look, and told Bella- 
rio, that he had been guilty of the moſt hein- 
ous Crime, both in the Sight of God and 
Man, and in Regard to himſelf and his Cou- 
ſin; that he had endeavoured to be guilty of 
a Breach of one of the Commandments, and 
allowed himſelf to be carried away by the In- 
ſtigation of a wicked Luſt to defile himſelf, 
and ruin his dear Lucia for ever; that now- 
he had made a Whore of her, ſhe could nei- 
ther be his Wife, nor fit for any other Gen- 
tleman; that his Mother and Father were un- 
conſolable, and would never forgive him ſo 
great a Crime, which affected their Peace and 
Reputation in the tendereſt Point. 
Billario was Thunder: ſtruck at this Repre- 
ſentation of the Caſe, and trembled for Fear 
of his Tutor's Reſentment, but more for that 
of his Parents. He flung himſelf out of the 
Bed, and embraced the Knees of Prunerus, 
begging him in the moſt ſuppliant Manner to 
_ forgive him; and that he never would be guil- 
wt of the like for the Future; indeed, ſays 
* he, I did not think it was ſo great a Crime to 


80 to bed to my — whom you all know 
5 


69 


| loved. Sure, Sir, Mamma and Pappa g go every 
Night to Bed, and Jacob the Coachman lies every 
Night with the Cook maid, and yet no Harm 
follows, why ſhould it then be a Crime for 
my Couſin and I to do the ſame, for I am cer- 
tain we love one another as well as any two 


can. No, you are wrong Billario, theſe 
you ſpeak of are married, and may, and ought 
to go to Bed together, but you two are but 
Children, and are not married, and therefore 
its a Sin in you, though it is none in them. 


Indeed, Sir, replied Billario, I think I am 


almoſt a Man, and Lucia I am ſure is as big 
as Mrs. Forward, who was married but t'other 
Day, and ſhe ſays, ſhe is as much a Woman 
as ever ſhe can be, and why may not we be 
married, and then it will be no Sin. No, you 


are both too young and not fit for it. Well 


then, ſaid Bellario, I wiſh I were a Man, for 
long to be married, that I may go to Bed to 
my Couſin, for indeed ſhe muſt be my Wife; 
though, ſince I am not a Man yet, and you 
ſay it is a Fault, I ſhall never again do what 
I have done, till you give me Leave, if you 
but make my Peace with my Mamma and: 


Dadda. 
Prunerus found it dangerous to pretend to 


convince him of his Error by Dint of Argu- 


ment, leaſt the Boy, for Want of Judgment, 
ſhould miſapprehend him; but choſe rather 


to rely ſimply upon the Force of Precept; 
E 1 and 


( 10) 
and: after having lectured him for ſome Time, 
and given him a pretty diſtinct Notion of his 
Folly, he promiſed to intercede with his Pa- 
rents for Forgiveneſs, on Condition he would 
renounce all private Correſpondence with Lu- 
cia, and ceaſe to love her. The firſt Part of 
the Condition he eaſily agreed to; but he 
could by no means be induced to promiſe not 
to love her: Nor durſt the Tutor urge it very 
home, becauſe he-thought in his Conſcience 
it was inſtilling. a very bad Principle 1 into his 
Pupil, to deſire him to abandon a Virgin he 
had debauched, if what had paſſed between 
them could deſerve that Name, bur left him, 
aſſuring him once more, he would uſe his In- 
tereſt with his Parents to reſtore him to Fa- 


' © VOur,. 


Prunerus returned to e his Report to 
| his Pup 1's Parents, who: impatiently waited 
for the Reſult of his Enquiries; who ſaid that 
the Amour had not not been of long Conti- 
nuance, and was rather the Reſult of natural 
Ignorance and Simplicity than any rooted Ha- 
bit. However the Caſe of the young Lady 
was more to be pitied than her Son's, ſince 
the leaſt Breath of ſuch an Affair taking Air, 
would ruin her Reputation for ever: And 
Mrs. Tracey thought herſelf in the moſt un- 


chappy Situation, ſince it was in her Family, 


andꝭ with a Son of her's, ſuch an Affair bey 
* 
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In ſhort, ſhe was unconſolable, on the 
Score of her Kinſwoman, whom ſhe tenderly 


loved as one of her Children; and in the firſt 
Tranſports of her Rage was for taking her 
Revenge on poor Billario, but every Body 
elſe oppoſed her Meaſures ; the Tutor, in 
particular, told her, that he had engaged his 
Word that ſhe ſhould expreſs no violent Re- 


ſentment, that the Candour and Simplicity of 


his Pupil's Confeſſion claimed Forgiveneſs, 
and that friendly Remonſtrances, joined to a 
ſtrict Watch upon his Actions, would have a 
better and more rational Effect than any harſh 
Proceedings. The Father, who did not look 


upon Bellario's Crime as one of the moſt hei- 


nous, ſeconded Prunerus ; but it is the Nature 
of all Women, eſpecially thoſe of a paſſionate 


Diſpoſition, to profit very little by Advice; 


on the contrary, they are mote inflamed by 


the ſmalleſt Oppoſition to the reigning Dic- 


tates of their Paſſion. This was this Lady's 
Caſe ; ſhe was enraged to' ſee her Huſband 
and the Tutor bear this dreadful Calamity 
with ſo philoſophical a Temper. She want- 
ed them to be tranſported as ſhe was, and to 
wreak their Vengeance on the young Billario. 
But they judged better, than to allow her by 
her Violence to give vent to a Secret, which 
it was the intereſt of every Individual to con- 


ceal, and therefore took care to keep the Crt- 


minals out of her Sight for ſome Time. 


AG But 
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But this Caution had availed nothing, if A 
Gentlemen's in the Neighbourhood, who was 
Kinſman to the Father, and God-father to 
young Billario, had not come in at the very 

Juncture they were in this Diſpute. This 
Gentleman was doatingly fond of the Boy, and 
as he had no Children of his own, reſolved to 
make him his Heir, and had come on purpoſe 
to enquire concerning his Health, hearing he 
was ill. He ſaw Confuſion in the Looks of 
all the Family ; and aſked with kindly Emo- 
tion, how it fared with his Godſon. Ahl 

—— the young Viper, replied the Mo- 
oy wy it is no matter how he is, I wiſh: he 
e had never been born; ne have a hopeful 
*.Godſon'of him P? 

At this, her Huſband gave om Aa Look; 
which! made her ſtop the Career of her 
Tongue; but ſhe had ſaid too little to ſatisfy 
Horatio, for that was the Gentleman's Name, 
and too much to retreat. The Huſband in 
his Heart blamed her Imprudence, but ſee- 
ing ſne had gone ſo far, thought it beſt to 
relate the whole Matter as briefly as he could. 
And is this all you are in a Pucker about, 
*vreplied. Horatio, with a malicious Grin, I 

thought my Boy had been dead, or next 
| <i door to it, when I ſaw ſuch ſolemn Gravity 
Vim all your Faces. But why do you make 
_ * ſuch a Rout about taking a Bite of a green 

<] Apple. What a _ you make 2 
248 tne 
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* cs young Huſſey. If ſhe has cracked her 


Pitcher a little too ſoon, it will ſoon mend 


again; and if you can prevail on yourſelves, 


* which ſeriouſly i is your Intereſt to do, to 


keep the whole Affair huſh and ſilent, ſhe 


may bring her Goods to Market a Year or 


I two hence, if ſhe ſtays ſo long, as ſound as 


a Roach, and her Huſband be never the 
© wiſer for it. But this comes of Boarding- 
© School:'Education ; where they either learn 
too much or too little; if Miſs had either 


been taught the real Value and Nature of 
Y Chaſtity, in ſuch Terms as ſhe might have 


< underſtood that her Commerce with Bella- 
rio was a Breach of it, or if ſhe had been 
kept ignorant of thoſe plaguy Tricks which 
* raiſe the Appetite before Reaſon is ripe to 

- govern. it, the had not complied with the 


»H 


young Rogue's wanton Dalliance, and ſo 
had ſaved us all this Trouble. But there is 


no other Care taken in the Education of 
young Girls, but to learn them to diſſemble 


which means it is impoſſible to come at the 
Knowledge of their Paſſions, till they have 


_* their real Sentiments of every Thing, by 


fixed ſome vicious Habit in the Mind, 


which is out of the Power of Art to eradi- 
© cate; and no Care is taken to remove _ 
vicious Aﬀections they may have imbibed, or 

* ſtore their Minds with virtuous: — 2 
* They are only taught to conceal them 
97: 1 m 


(14) 
© in Publick, by which means they all of them WF © 
</ wear the outſide of Angels, but wirhin, arid WJ an 
in private, are Slaves to the baſeſt Yaſſions, 5 : 
and the moſt libidinous Deſites.* _ 671 
The fitſt, but eſpecially the laſt Part of Ho- 
ratio's Speech, inſtead of allaying the Fury of 
Madam Tracey, who could not bear to hear 
her Sex treated ſo injuriouſly, ſet her all in a 
Blaze, and forced her to treat the Author with 
ſomewhat an undecent Reply: But he was 
very well pleaſed to ſee her Wrath turned a- 
- gainſt him, hoping by that means to divert 
her Reſentment againſt his Godſon. He let 
her run her length, till her Spirits were ex- 
hauſted ; her Paſſion then began by degrees 
w-thblide; and: her Reaſon to reaſſume its 
1 They now entered into a ſecond Con- 
ſultation, what was proper to be done with 
the young Delinquents. It was agreed on all 
Hands to treat them with Lenity, and only 
to expreſs their Reſentment by Sorrow for 
their Folly, rather than impertinent Railings, 
which, as they were both generouſly diſpoſ- 
ed, was thought would operate more forcibly 
than harſn Utage. - But as it would be dange- 
rous to keep them together in the ſame 
Houſe, Horatio propoſed that Billario and 
his Tutor ſhould remove to his Houſe for 
o ſame Months, till this infant Paſſion 1 Was for- 
be a on 1 Sides. - 


(75) 
; - The Motion was approved on all hands, 
3 und to keep up the Severity of a Parent, the 


Father deſired that his Son might be remov- 
ed as it were without his Knowledge, and for 
fear of the Effects of his Reſentment; in or- 
dier to give Billario a ſtronger Senſe of the 
Fault he had committed. 

This was eaſily executed, and in an Hour 
or two's Time, young Billario and his Tu- 
tor, who pretended likewiſe to be under Diſ- 
grace on his Account, ſet out with Horatio 
for his Seat, which was about ſeven Miles 
off, and left Mrs. Tracey to manage Lucia 
as the pleaſed, which was the only Concern 
the young Lover was under, for fear his 
Mamma ſhould treat the Charmer of his Heart 
with too much Severity; which indeed he 
had ſome Reaſon to be afraid of; knowing the 
Violence of his Mother's Temper. Her Aunt 
would have chaſtiſed her, and brought her to 
a Senſe of her Duty, by Arguments drawn 
from a Horſe-whip ; but the Huſband was 


more compaſſionate, and choſe rather to work 


upon her by the Force of Reaſon. He ex- 


plbained to her the Value of Chaſtity, the 


Eſteem it was in among Men, and the Re- 
proach and Scandal attending the Violation 
of it; diſplayed the Impiety as well as Mean- 
neſs of yielding to ſo baſe an Appetitesas 
that of Luſt, and how repugnant to the Laws 
of God and the Policy of Human Society : 
. And 
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And then related to her many Inſtances of 


the Miſeries, Shame, and Ruin, attending 


thoſe who have yielded themſelves a Prey to 


wanton Deſires, and the Pleaſure and Hap- 
pineſs which have reſulted to others who have 


withſtood the greateſt Temptations, and un- 
dergone the ſevereſt Trials for the Preſerva- 


tion of that ineſtimable Jewel. 

By this Means he gave her a et Idea 
of the Virtue of which ſhe was before entire- 
ly ignorant, and by repreſenting it in an ami- 
able Light, and as a Thing productive of the 
higheſt and pureſt Felicity, ſne ſoon con- 


ceived an Affection for it on its own Account, 5 


and of Courſe a Diſapprobation of its oppo- 


ſite Vice, in which her Pride aſſiſted her 


more than any thing; for now ſhe knew 
what Lewdneſs was, and underſtood the 
meaning of the groſs Epithets given to thoſe 
who are ſo: her Pride. was ſhocked to think 


ſhe deſerved them, and obliged her to put 


on a Reſolution never to demerit them for 
the future 7 

She began even to ow Billario, who had 
been the Cauſe of her Diſgrace. In a Day 


or two more her Kinſman reconciled her with 
her Aunt, whom he perſuaded to treat Lucia 
with her former Tenderneſs, as the beſt Me- 
thod of cheriſhing thoſe generous Princlples 
be: had e Pais: to give her a Reliſh of: 


And. 


(17 ) 
And thus the Family reſumed its ſormer | 
Tranquility. 

As for young Billario, lde was nner great 
Concern to be in Diſgrace with his Parents, 
whom he dearly loved, without any Mixture 
of ſlaviſh Dread or Fear; and Horatio, when 
he got him to his own” Houſe, took Pains, 
with the Aſſiſtance of Prunerus; to give him 
a Notion of the Error he had been guilty of. 
For though Horatio loved a Girl 45 welk as 
any Man in England, and had a very amo- 
rous Diſpoſition, yet he was nat of a Temper 
to indulge himſelf in the Exceſs of that Ap- 
petite, nor in any Meaſure to permit it to in- 
fringe upon his moral Character; much Teſs 
was he inclinable to give Youth any Encou · 
ragement to indulge either too early, or too 
violently the Emotions of that wanton Paſ- 

ſion. It was a Principle of his, in the Edu- 
cation of Youth; to keep them as long as 
poſſible i ignorant of the Difference of Sexes, 
at leaſt till they arrived at an Agè capable of 
putting it under the Government of Reaſon. 
For he was abſolutely of Opinion, that that 
Appetite would never riſe to any troubleſome 
Height without the Helps of Converſation, 
and that Nature of jtſelf would never find out 
this way, without the Help of Reaſon: And 
if we remained ignorant 'till Reafon mado 
the Diſcovery, the ſame Reaſon would then 
q be * enough to —_—_— the Appetite to 
F its 
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its Dictates: But he obſerved, that by the 


common Method of training up Children in 
much. Company, they acquired the Appetite 
long before their Underſtanding could be of 
any uſe to them, and by that means grew 
up to a fixed Habit, too powerful for any fu- 
ture Reflection to conquer. 

As to Billaria, Horatio obſerved his Conſti- 
tution was amorous-z. but as the Boy had a 
quick e f ee and a Werne bold 

enough for his Years, he hoped to get the 
better of the Effects — it, and began by ſhe w- 


ing him the Scandal of yielding to ſo mean 


and brutal a Satisfaction as Luſt; and that 


the curbing of it was the only Method he 


could take to be ſoon a Man. The Concern 
he was under at the Time, to be out of Fa- 
vour with his Father, induced him to give 
the more Attention to what was offered, and 
which therefore made the greater Impreſſion 


on his Mind: But ſtill the Thoughts of f 


Lucia clung to his young Heart; the Idea 


of her had ſo often occurred with the Idea f 


Pleaſure, that it was impoſſible for him ſud- 
denly to withdraw his Affection from her; 


eſpecially as he conſidered her as a Sufferer | 


on his Account, and was taught by Horatio 
and his Tutor, that the blackeſt Aggravation 


o of his Fault was the Injury he did his lovely 


Couſin, whom, at the ſame time, * ad- 
viſed him not to love. 


But 
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But he could not bring himſelf to take this 


0 part of their Advice, though he promiſed he 


would do all he could to forget her, and for 


that purpoſe applied cloſer than ever to his 


Studies, in which he daily made great Ad- 
vances: But a Melancholy ſeemed to ſettle 
upon his Spirits, which gave his Tutor and 
Godfather a great deal of Uneaſineſs, and they | 


| | did all they could to diſſipate it; and think- 
ing, perhaps, the Notion of his Father's Diſ- 


pleaſure, might be the Cauſe of it, Horatio 
pretended to have made up the Breach, and 
in about a Month after reſolved to carry him 


with him to dine at his Father's. Billario, 
when he heard he was to go, was overjoyed, 
and the more ſo, as he flattered himſelf he 


ſhould fee Lucia, whoſe Idea was ſtill upper- 


moſt in his Mind. On his Arrival, he was 


received with great Tenderneſs by all the Fa- 


mily, and according to previous Agreement, 


not a Word was ſaid of former Tranſactions. 
He had not been in the Houſe above Half an 


Hour, when his Siſters and Miſs Lucia came 
into the Parlour, where he was with his Fa- 


ther. He ſaluted his Siſters very tenderly, 
but at the Sight of his young. Miſtreſs, a ſud- 
den Trembling ſeized. him; he approached 
to falute her with a different A ir, but - ſhe re- 
ceived him with the utmoſt Coldneſs, ſcarce . 
common Civility. This ſhocked him ſo 
1 1 | much, 
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much, that he was Afar able to return to 
bis ir 
* Phe dmg rap obſerved his Uneafinefs, 


aur attributed Pu Confuſion to a dren 1 


Cauſe. They apprehended it was rather 
Shame than any thing elſe; but his Emoti- 
ons were owing to a more tender Source. He 
had, in ruminating upon their Meeting, flat- 
"tered his Imagination with the utmoſt. Plea- 
ſare'th ſeeing her, and being received by her 
with the ſame Freedom and Marks of Aﬀec- 
tion, which he had always experienced; but 
her Air and Look beſpoke nothing but Con- 
tempt and Diſdain, which were things he 
was not prepared for, and touched him to 
the Quick; ſhe ſaw his Concerh, and began to 
relent; the latent Fire which ſhe had ſmothe- 
red for ſome Weeks, began afreſh to ſparkle, 
and ſhe found in herſelf an Inclination to run 
and embrace him; but Shame came to her 
Aid. To baniſh theſe Reflections, the Ap- 
petite took the Alarm, and pleaded power- 
fully for the almoſt fainting Billario; the 
Idea of thoſe pleaſing Moments ſhe had pafl- 
ed in his Company, recurred with all their 
Charms to ſoften; her Reſentment. 
In ſhort, a Hurry of different Paſſions, 
Nenſbns, and Deſires crouded upon both 
their Minds ſo quickly, that almoſt in the 
ſame Inſtant they both fainted away, which 
alarmed all the rn, * were carried 
tO 


- (Eu 


to ſeparate 9 and for the future 


= were not permitted to ſee each other. \ Billa- 


rio ſooneſt recovered, Spirits, and Prunerus 


being then by him, aſked, What was the 


Matter with him? Was it abe Sight, Of his 
Couſin that put him out of Order] Tes, it 
was, ſays he; I have done all I n to en- 


deavour to think of her as one of my Siſters, 
only, but I cannot bear that ſhe: ſhould hate 


me, as ſhe does by the Look:ſhe gave me, 


and the manner ſhe received me at her firſt 


coming into the Room. Prunerus told him 
he ſhould. be glad of that Change in her, both 
as it was the Effect of a virtuous Command 
over an unlawful Paſſion, and as it gave him 
an Opportunity to diſengage his Affection 
without the Imputation of the Want of Ge- 
neroſity on his Part; and that he; ſhould, 
think it beneath him to indulge. a Paſſion for 
a fickle Girl, who betrayed a Diſpoſition ſo, 
changeable, that he ought to look upon that 
Fondneſs he had for her, as a Childiſh Weak- 
neſs, and indulge. it no more. than he would 
the Deſire of a Rattle, or a Hobby-Horſe. 


That when he came to be a Man, he would 


be aſhamed of ſuch a Flame, and would find 


a thouſand. Reaſons to convince him that it is 


the Bane of his Peace and Reputation; that 
if he conquered it, it would ſnew he had thes » 
Uſe of Reaſon, and be a manifeſt aerien 15 


1 4 


of his Manhood. 
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Thus by playing his Pride againſt t, he 
brought Bil/ario to a more compoſed Way 
of Thinking, and returned to his Farther, 
fully reſolved if he ſaw her, to aſſume as 
haughty Airs as ſhe had done, for he had not 

rceived the Alteration in the laſt Part of 


er Behaviour. However, the old People 7 


did not think proper to bring them again 
into each other $ yo_ * and Billario re- 


York, hier ſhe was to be pre with an 1 


ancient Relation of her's, to be out of the 
way of Temptation, at leaſt from Billaris, 
whoſe Parents could no longer bear to have 
him out of their Sight. 5 
He returned, and by Degrees forgot * 

young Miſtreſs, *till a new Opportunity in a 
more advanced Age, renewed their Intrigue, 
when they were both more capable of ma- 
naging it; though it is probable the Satiſ- 
fattions they received in the infant State of 
their Paſſion, were greater than thoſe they af- 
terwards taſted. 
Billario continued. for four Years boxer 
at his Father's Houſe, under the Direction of 
Prunerus, who kept fo ſtrict an Eye over 
him, and took ſo many ways to engage him 
#3 a cloſe Purſuit of his Studies, that his amo- 
rous Paſſion ſeemed for that I ime to lie dor- 
mant, and was never ſuffered to break out in- 
2 | | to 
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to any Indecencies. It is true, he had ſome 
W (7211 Rencountets with the Maid Servants, 


but theſe were fo. ſeldom, and conducted 
with ſuch Secreſy, that they neither interrupt - 


ed his Studies, nor canie to be public. 
At laſt, he had the Misfortune, when he 


4 * was. about! ſeventeen Years of Age, to loſe 
Frunerus, and to that may be aſcribed all the 


Errors of his After Conduct: for it is more 
than probable, if that good Man had lived, 
he had conducted him to Manhood, without 
permitting his predominant Paſſion to boil. 
= over, and ſo have fixed him in ſuch Principles 
= of Virtue, as would have enabled him to keep 
them in continual Subjection. But on the 
Death of this Gentleman, his Father thinking 
he had kept him we, enough! in the Coun- 
try, det to ſend him up to London, to 
fit him for the” od of Eur by „ which he 


% ©. -4 


for a Perſon, proper to Torn 17 5 tis" Di- 
rection of his Conduct, both during his Stay 
at London and upon his Travels. The Perſon 
he pitched upon, was one who had been a- 
broad with ſome. young Nobilicy, firſt in the 
1 Quality of Valet de Chambre; and being of- 
ten employ'd in that Capacity, had twice 
made the Tour with others in the Station of® 
a Govethor, This Perſon was well recom- 
mend by thoſe he had been abroad with; 

but 


. 
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but that was perhaps a very good Reaſon why, 9 
| he ſhould not have been intruſted with the 
1 Charge of Billario, or any other Youth, the 
Parents deſigned ſhould profit by that expen- 
"8 five Part of Education: For this Fellow had 
ii raiſed Ait to the Eſteem and Confidence 
of. thoſe who had been his tr heh by a ler, . 
J vile Compliance en xeir Diſpoſitions, and 
= participating. with; them in all; the Wantog-t | 9 
vs neſs, of e Tori being naturally 
of an amorous and rakiſh Diſpoſition, which, 
he concealed while wer ngland, and.. in _ 
nl |! ſence of his Patron, .upder, the'moſt, ſanCtified | | 
8 Reſetye, and oe the. greateſt Lopſe to 
|} when abroad. Hun. old 7 :ntleman, was de- 
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_- ceived by his: Outſide as well as the reſt, and 
put young Billaris under his Direction. 
They remained, for two or;three Months in 
the Country, which Time Mederno, for that 
whe ewa 1 the new. Tutor. mplo pjed 
100 upon the Bie e of ihe:Bachs Fathe 
ang prying into he Diſpoſit of the. 8 __ 
He eaſily ſucceeded in the firſt, by his grave 
| Countenance, reſerved Carriage, and conſtant, . 
| Exclamations againſt the. Libertiniſm of the 
ä preſent, Age. He even carried his .Grimace 
to:a kind of Monkiſh. Auſterity, and ahove > Ml 
| all affedted. to be mighty. pious, and a conſtant . 1 
38 Attendant upon the Church, which Tivetted. #8 
bim in the Eſteem of the Father, and procur- . 
dd him the entire Sound of Mrs. Wp 
who 
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who thought him an Angel, under whoſe 

Conduct her Son would no doubt become a 
Saint, and a Patron of Piety. But as to the 
ſecond Point, his Deſign of prying into his 
Pupil's Diſpoſition, he was not ſo ſucceſsful; 


for the Deſire of obtaining the Confidence of 


„che F ather, had obliged him to aſſume an Au- 


ſterity in his Manners quite different from the 


lowed the Expreſſion, carried his Heart in his 
Hand, was ſacetious in Converſation, and 
obliging in his Behaviour, which had engaged 
him the whole Confidence and Affection of 
his Pupil: Whereas; this ſevere Outſide of 
Moderna, awed. his Behaviour, and obliged 
him to put on a Reſerve in his Preſence, 


dered the other from making any Advances 
in the Knowledge of his natural Temper; 
: which he was ſollicitous to come at, not to 
improve, or correct. it, but to have an Op- 
portunity of ingratiating himſelf with him, 
when they ſhould be from under the Olen 
tion of his Father and Friends. 

5 At laſt they ſet out for London, at rn 
3 till they arrived, Billario thought every Hour 
Ja Day, ſo much was he prepolleſſed i in favour _ 
of the Place, from what he had heard of the, 
XZ Pleaſures abounding there: For Moderno, in 
his Diſcourſes with his Father againſt the 
Wickedneſs of the Town, had been very im- 


B plicite 


Carriage of Prunerus, who, if I may be al- 


which was both irkſome to himſelf, and hin- 


9 
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plicit in relating the manner of Life which 


moſt young Gentlemen lead there, when left 


to themſelves ; theſe Diſcourſes were related 
to the Father, to have an Opportunity of ex- 


preſſing his Diſlike of them, and in the hear: = _:: 


ing af the Son, to try if he had any Reliſh 1 


e Debauck aud Gallery, the Dilpobition 


of. Mind he wiſhed moſt to find in him, as as 
moſt conſonant to his own Tnclinations; but 


though-Arl/ario concealed his Sentiments, yet ji 
the Knowledge that there were ſuch Pleaſures 
| torhe purchaſed at London, fired him with a 
Deſite 10 be there; where he flattered him- 


ſolfat he might enjoy ſome of them, in ſpight 
of: the: Vigilance of his ſeemingly fanctified = 
n [> 
At length they made the withed: fr Port, 
and. Billario ſpent the firſt two or three Days 
in his Chamber, under the Direction of Tay- 
lors, Milliners, and Peruke- makers, with the 


reſt of that Tribe, who have the Art of new- 4 S: 
moulding a Country. Booby into the Air and = 


Figure of a Town Beau. 
A Week or two more were taken up in vi- 


iting his Relations, in Company with his 1 


grave Tutor; and in viewing the common 


{Curioſities of Art and Nature, that uſually 1 


. engroſs the Attention of Strangers: During 
® Which Time, the Sight of ſo many new Faces, 
and the Variety of the Avocations in which 1 


* was engage. hindered Billario from think- 


Pg 

ing Ez 1 
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ing on the ſektet Scheme of Pleaſure be had 
promiſed himſelf; but the Hurry being pret- 
ty much over, he found he had a Call for Fe- 
male Relief, and was at a loſs how to be ſup- 
plied ; Not but that he thought there were 
Plenty in London, but he knew not how to 
BE _ at them, and had no Body to conſult 
W upon this important Affair; for he had left 
bl s Footman behind in the Country, who 
uſed to be his Purve yor there, and carry on 
his Affairs with the Country Wenches, and 
had none about him, but the Creatures of the 
rigid Moderno, who ſeemed to Billario another 
St. Tenatius, fit only to wed a Wife of Snow. 
However he was not in quite ſo deſperate a 
Condition as he imagined himſelf: for Moder- 
no, though he was not over much ſtocked with 
Kiowlelge of Men, yet he gueſſed the Wants 
of Billario by his own, and was caſting about 
in his Mind for a fit Opportunity to try how his 
Pulſe beat towards a Wench, and was re ſolv- 
ed to throw a Bait in his Way, without be- 
ing ſeen in it, as knowing that if he once 
found int his Foible, or could make it ſo, 
and procure his Confidence, he could manage 
him as he pleaſed, and lead him by that Mag- 
net into what Meaſures were moſt ee 
to his Views and Intereſt. 

To this End, he carried him to viſit 41 - 
dow Gentlewoman of his Acquaintance, who 
lived very genteelly, with two pretty Girls her 


(88). : 


Meices, in a retired Corner of the Town; 
and was ſeen but by ſome few ſele& Friends 
of the better Sort of Gentry. Billario was 
charmed with the Beauty and Innocence of 
the youngeſt of theſe fair Ladies at firſt Sight, 
and met with ſo friendly and polite a Recep- 
tion, that he was highly delighted with the 
firſt Interview. By Permiſſion of Moderno, 
he viſited there 5 by himſelf, and 
was every Day ſo well entertained, that he 
grew perfectly enamoured with this new 
Company. He had frequent Opportunities 
of being alone with the youngeſt, for though il 
he concealed pretty, artfully the Share ſhe had 
gained in his Eſteem ; yet it was impoſſible | 
for him not to ſhew her ſo much Diſtinction 
by ſome ſmall Tokens of officious Complai- 
fance, as were ſufficient, to let the Widow IR 
and her other Daughter know, that it was | 
. had the beſt N of engaging his 
Services. | 1 
Hoyever, ſuch was his Timidity, that il 
though he thought her the handſomeſt and 
moſt charming Woman he had ever ſeen, 
and would have given the World, to have 
been as familiar with; her, as he had been with 8 
his young Couſin Lucia, yet he had not the 
Courage to tell her ſo, nor give her the moſt 
* diſtant Hint of the State of his Mind. He 
was awed by the inward Emotions of his 


own Heart, which perfectiy doated on this 
new = 
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= new Idol, and repreſented. her as the pureſt 
of Virgins, and as virtuous as a Seraphim. 
But he was in dread leſt his Tutor ſhould 
diſcover his Sentiments ; therefore he kept 
the ſtricteſt Watch over his Behaviour, and 
allowed the amorous Fire to conſume him in- 
wardly. He had now no roving Deſires after 
other Women. This new Paſtion engroſſed 
his whole Soul, and he was never eaſy but 
= when at the Widow's, and in Company with 
che charming Julia. However, notwith- 
= ſtanding all his Endeavours to hide it, his 
= Paſſion was diſcovered by the old Lady, who 
= was no Novice in the Affairs of Men, and 
= cafily ſaw by the very Means Bi/lario took to 
"= hitle. it, that Julia had made a Conqueſt ; but 
2 ſhe pretended not to ſee it, and gave her 
Daughter all the neceſſary In ſtrüctions how 
d improve it, and help to deliver the labour- 
ing Billario of the mighty Secret; but all 
their Art could not give him ſufficient Aſſur- 
ance to declare himſelf; ſo that the good 
Lady was on the Point of confeſſing, ſhe had 
been deceived in her Conjectures once in her 
Life-time, which would have been Matter of 
great Mortification to one of her Temper, 
who piqued herſelf" upon that kind of Dex- 
terity. : 
The Tutor bez to fancy bis Pupil was 
no Votary to Venus, which he feared would 


(39) = 
very much diſconcert feveral Projects he had ; 
formed upon that Suppoſition. = 


About this time there was a Maſquerade 


advertiſed, which moſt of the Nobility in 


Town were ſuppoſed to intend to favour with 
their Preſence. The Preparations for it were 
in every, Body's Mouth, and the Subject of 
all Converſation ; and Billario expreſſed a De- 
ſire of ſeeing that kind of Diverſion. The 


pious Modern, rather than baulk him, con- 


_ deſcended to lay aſide his falſe Habit of Gra- |] 


vity, and equip himſelf in that of a Harle- | 


quin, to accompany him. They propoſed to 


the Widow and her two 22 to have 
been of the Party; who, for ſome particular 


. 


Reaſons, denied . themſelves. that Pleafure, M 
but took care to be informed of the Dreſs of 
our yaung Gentleman and his Tutor. 


_ Billaria was charmed with the mumming 


Humour of the Place, and thought that kind 
of Diverſion infinitely preferable to Fox- | 


hunting and Bear-baiting in the Country. He 


was gaping about at all the odd Dreſſes he 
ſaw, and the whimſical Behaviour of the Maſ⸗ 1 
queraders, when a young Lady, dreſſed like 


a Huntreſs, pulled him by the Sleeve, deſir- 
ing him to read her Fortune, for he was 
dreſſed in the Habit of a Conjurer. Billario 


was Thunder: ſtruck at the Queſtion, for he 


was not prepared to act the Character of 
which he had aſſumed the Dreſs. Indeed this | 


\ 
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9 is no Part of the Humour of a Maſquerade. 
though it is natural to be expected from it, 


for yeu may hear a Parſon ſwear like a 
Trooper, a Diana talk ſmut, and out- ſcold 


an Oyfter-Wench, while a Merry Andrew 


reads you a Lecture of Divinity, and a Fox- 


9 hunter converſes like a Stateſman: Gedcrally 
EZ ſpeaking, their Dreſs and Converſation are a 


perfect Contradiction; and a rational Mind 


finds no other Humour in that expenſive Di- 
_ \F verſion, than what is owing to the Taylor 


and the Habit- maker: Whereas, if the Maſ- 
queraders were really capable of acting the 
Character they aſſume, :the whole would: ap- 

pear | an extempore Comedy, and the odd: 


= Medley of fo many Characters might afford 


ſome real Entertainment to the moſt moroſe 
Diſpoſition, and render the &miltenent tru- | 


ly rational. 1 2 882 


However, perhaps, chat was Aenber the 
Deſign nor Talent of our young Huntreſs ; 
for it is plain ſhe had no more of Diana about 
her, whoſe Follower ſhe; would intimate her- 
ſelf to be, than Billario had of the Corjurer, 
who, after a little Pauſe, anſwered; that the 
Affairs of the Ladies were governed by ſuch 
whimſieal Stars, that no Man could read their 
Deſtiny at firſt Sight; but if her Curioſity 


was ſtrong enough to retire out of the Crowd, 


he would erect a Scheme, by which ſhe might 
be able to gueſs at ſome Part of her future 
4 > Fate, 


(9) | 

Fate. What, Mr. Conjurer, replied the 
Nymph, would you kalle the Devil in a 
* dark Corner? No, if you have that old 
Gentleman at command, T ſhould be glad 
to ſee him in open Day Light, and in good 
Company, that I might at leaſt have a 
* Fool to throw at him, as I fee here one 
* ready for the Occaſion,” pointing to Mo- 
deruo in his party coloured Habit, who im- 
medliately joined them, and would have di- 


verted the Diſcourſe, fearing Pillario's Wir 


would not bear him out in this Rencounter ; 
but the pert Baggage of a Huntreſs would 
"= drop the Subye&t: Her Larum was ſet 

à going, and ſhe muſt ring out her Peal be- 
fore ſhe had done. She continued, ſtill ad- 


dreſſing herſelf to Billario, who began to be 


11 dread of her Raillery, which he thought 
Was an Interruption to the Entertainment, 

hut wiſe Mr. Conjurer. ſaid ſhe, as whim- 
ſical as you imagine the Planets that govern | 
cle Affairs of us Women are, I will lay | 
< my Life I am better acquainted, without 
erectinga Scheme, with the Stars which are 
. predominant over your Deſtiny, than 
you are with mine, with all your Know- 


4 * ledge of the Cabala. Come, let me ſee 


your Hand, at the ſame time ſnatching 
© hofd of it, and pretending to examine the 
Lines. See, Sir, to Moderno, cannot your 


,H®, 


A * Head ſee that the Line of this 


2 1 * Gentle- 


(('3XÞ 


« Gentleman's Life is croſſed in ſeveral Parts; 


that moſt of theſe Lines flow from 
© the Mount of Venus, which betokens 
: ſome ſmall Croſſes in Love. He is of an 
* amorous - Diſpoſition, the Cyprian Goddeſs 


© was predominant at his Conception, and all 
W © the Nymphs of Delos aſſiſted at his Birth. 
X < He is now over Head and Ears in Love; 
© but like a Country Simpleton, has not the 


Courage to tell his Miſtreſs that he is ſo; 


then dropping his Hand, which ſhe all this 
while was poring upon, adds, Have not I 


hit your Caſe, Mr. Magician? Go home 


and put on your conjuring Cap, and the 
next Time you ſee your Miſtreſs, let her 


* know you are a Man, and. that there is- 


* ſome Difference between you and a ſnivel- . 
ing Boy.“ With this ſhe flew. away, and 


mixed with the Crowd, leaving Billario in a 


| deep Reverie with Amazement ; for he real- 


ly believed ſhe dealt with the Devil, as ſhe , 


had hit his Caſe ſo patly. 
He could take very little Notice of the re- 


maining Part of the Entertainment, for re- 
fllecting on the Lecture which had been read 


him by the young Huntreſs; whoſe Advice 


he was reſolved to follow with the utmoſt. | 
Exactneſs; and for that Reaſon had a 1 
Inclination to have farther Chat with her: 
Though her Raillery at firſt piqued his Proc... 
and he was a little diſconeerted to be called 
"5 | — 


| (34) 

to his Face, in a manner, a ſniveling Boy ; 
yer what ſhe ſaid, was delivered with Fic an 

Air of Pleaſantry a nd good Humour, that he 

would have been willing to have ſtood foch 
another Brunt, for the Pleaſure of her Ac- 
quaintance, Which he apprehended, from her 

manner of Addreſs, ſhe would not be averſe 
to, and indeed ſeemed to want, though he 
had miſſed of that Opportunity by the TimiQ- 
dity of his Temper, and the ſmall Experience 
he fad in Rencounters of that Kind. He aſked 
Moderno if he could gueſs who ſhe was, but 
he could give him no other Information, than 
that he believed fhe muſt be ſomebody who 
had Teen them at the Widow's, and obſerved 
ſomething in him particular with regard to Ju- 
lia, or her Siſter, and fo took the Liberty of the 
Place to rally him upon the bad uſe he made 
of the Opportunities he had with theſe La- 
dies; but, added Maoderno, let us try to find 
her out among the Crowd; it is ten to one | 
þut ſhe accoſts us a ſecond time, when we 
may be able to make a Judgment of what 
ſhe is, and her Intentions; for I have a 
ſtrong Suſpicion: ſhe has ſome Defign of Gal- 
lantry upon you, either for herſelf, or ſome- 
body elſe. 
Fhey had not looked long before they faw 


Their Hanrrefs in a Tete a Tete Conference with. 


an elderly Woman in the Habit of an Abbeſs: 
Hereupon Hillario and his Tutor took two or 
three 
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three Turns about the Spot where! they were, 


to obſerve if ſne took any Notice of them; and 
to try if they could gueſs who fhe was oo 


| | v ſurveying her Perſon. In a little Time, ſhe 
and the Lady Abbeſs ſpying them, came in- 


mediately up, and the Huntreſs briſkly” aſlæ- 
ed Billario, if he had con'd ever the Leſſon 


| the had given him, or if he had a Mind to 
have his Memory fomewhar better refreſhed; 


that he might be able to act his Part, the next 
Time he had the Favour of his Miſtreſs's 
Company, without a Prompterr. 

If my Miſtreſs, replied Billario, has: as 
much Wit as you have, I am fure F muſt be 
ſuperla tively dull, if! fall in expreſſing the Sen- 
timents which that muſt inſpire. How, now, 
returned the Huntreſs, would Four Oily - inſi - 
nuate by a Compliment to me, that your' 
Baſhfulneſs in your Miſtreſs's reſenes 18 


owing to her Want of Wit: I dare ſwear 


you do not think on theſe Occaſions,” thats 
there is any Deficiency on her Side, and muſt 
be fully convinced that the Defe& lies on 


your's, if your Sincerity was great enough to 


own'it. Do not you imagine every Fime 
you ſee her, that ſhe is polleſſed of All the- 
Youth, Beauty, and Wit in the -Univerſs,- 
arid are you afraid to open your Mouth in her 
Preſence, eſpecially on the Subject of ode; 
for fear ſhe ſhould laugh at you? Js ie Ber 


"OP or want of Wit that inſpires you with 


B 6 this 
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this timid Behaviour, or is it 2 natural Faik 


ing in your Temper, a conſtitutional Defect 


of your Intellects, or a conſciouſneſs of ano- 
ther natural Inſufficiency? Tell me your Caſe 


frankly, and I promiſe to adminiſter to you 


in ſuch a manner, as ſhall remove all Ob- 


ſtacles to your Deſires. Hold, Madam, ſaid 


Billario, interrupting her, you ſeem already 
to be ſo full of my Caſe, that I have no Oc- 
caſion to explain it to you; but if you give 
me leave I ſhall- convince you that I have no 
natural Defects, and that I have already ſo 
much improved under your Tuition, that un- 
ſeaſonable Baſhfulneſs ſhall rob me of no 
Pleaſure; which Opportunity offers, or Love 
prompts. Therefore, as we have ſeen as 
much of the Farce of this Place as we can, 
let us retire ſomewhere elſe, where if you 
Pleaſe I ſhall rehearſe the Part you have made 
out for me. 'You ſee, Madam, ſaid Moder 
uo, the e Gentleman has given you a fair Chal- 
lenge, | — methinks, conſidering the Pains 
vou have taken with him, you cannot well re- 
fuſe to hear him rehearſe that Leſſon you was 
Pleaſed juſt, now to aſk him if he had con'd. 
over, and know how much he has n 
by your charitable Inſtructioun. 
Sood, Mr. Gooſecap, returned ſhe, my 
laſtructions were deſigned for the Uſe of his 
, FR cnt whe would, be but l little 2 
| | | de 
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fited if he was to begin practiſing any where” 
elſe ; that would be teaching him Incon- 
Rancy, a Vice which is but too natural to 
all your Sex, and may be acquired without 
a Tutor: But, however, rather than diſ- 
courage the firſt Dawnings of a virtuous 
Diſpoſition, I am willing to trifle away an 
Hour or two with the young Conjuror, 
provided you and he ſubſcribe to certain 
Conditions I ſhall mention. 3, 
Name your Terms, replied Billario, | 
tmn that ſhe would at any rate con- 
ſent to a Parley out of that Place, it is im- 
poſſible but they muſt be agreeable. Let, 
replied the Huntreſs, this religious Lady be 
of the Party, that her Piety may be ſome 
Check upon the Wickedneſs of your Diſ- 
poſition; and we muſt be permitted the 
free uſe of our-Maſks, without any Mo- 
leſtation en your Part: Theſe are the 
Preliminaries you are to ſubſcribe to, 
without which we proceed no farther 
in the Treaty. The Gentlemen agreed to 
the Conditions, and named a Tavern for 
the Place of Congreſs. Thither they all 
adjourned in a ſhort Time after, except 
Moder no, Who told the Ladies Pe muſt 
leave them to the Care of the ſtrologer 
| for ae Moments, till he diſpatched hig 
Servant . 
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Servant on an Ertand he juſt then recollect- 
ed, and would immediately follow them ; 


and accordingly, he joined them before they 
had drank the fixft Glaſs. 


At the Tavern, the Mambo: lin it. 


tempted to rally Billario upon the ſcore of his 


_Bafhfalneſs to his Miſtreſs, which he en- 


Behaviour to herſelf, as muſt needs con- 
vince her, that he had on all Occaſions the 
free Uſe, nor only of his Tongue, but 
every other Member. However, he ſtill 
obſerved the ſtricteſt Decorum, both in 
Speech and Addreſs, believing her a Lady 
of Faſhion and Virtue, . and that the Dif- 
guiſe they were both in, was no Sanction 
to Ribaldry or ill Manners. The Lady ob- 


ſerved, that he was ſtill under ſome Re- 
ſtraint, and gave him all Opportunities to 


be more warm, and particular in his Ap- 
plications; but in ſhort, Hints, double 
Fntendres; Ge. had no Effect upon Billa- 
rio, who was full of the Notion, that offer- 
ing at any Thing beyond Repartee would 


be an unpardonable Affront to a Lady of ! 
her Appearance; but ſhe had quite other 


Notions; and was reſolved” to warm him 
to ſomething more ſubſtantial; and to en. 
Sage ad to treat her Perſon and Virtue - 

bn with 


deavoured to acquit himſelf of, by ſueh 


V 
with leſs Punctilio; to that End, the” be- 
came leſs reſerved im her Expteſſions, and 
by that means put Hilario in Mind, that 
when a Lady conſents to an Aſſignation in 
2 Tavern, with a Gentleman who is entire- 
ly a Stranger to her, it is more than pro- 
bable ſhe” Has a Mind to make uſe of the 
Diſguiſe of the Maſquerade, to indulge 
herfelf in ſome Frolick, which ſhe wouſd 
bluſh at in her proper Perſon ; and that if 
the fair Huntteſs had ſach a Defign, it 
would be an unpardonable Error to mifs 
the 'favourable- Opportunity which now _ 
offered, adds 2S341 Wes — Edd! ao . f 1 | | 
This Thought fired his Imagination, 

and he was aſhamed he had beer ſo flow 
in comprehending her Meaning. But ſtill 
a Diffidence hung about him, how ta begin 
the Attack, to remove which, he had recourſe 
to another Glaſs or two of Burgundy, and 
became in a few Minutes as hold as a Lion, 
and reſolved to charge her home the firſt 
Open ſhe gave him. Moderno, underſtand- 
ing by their Diſcourſe, that Matters were 
ripe for the laſt Scene, which would not 
admit of Witneſſes, was willing to give 
them an Opportunity, and for that Reaſon, 


though he had at that Time no great In- 


clination for a Frolick on his own Accourg, 
EDS | | | Pre- d 


(/ 40 ), 


pretended to make ſtrong Love, to the Ab-, 


beſs, judging. notwithſtanding her ſanctifi- 


ed Dreſs, that ſhe had-as little Snow in her. 
Conſtitution: as her Companion, and would 


be as willing to comply with the Dictates 


of Nature: But to his great Surprize he 
found her ſhy, pretending that it was againſt 
her Inclination, and only in, Compliance 
with the Humour of her Friend, that ſhe 
conſented to be. of the Party. This high- 
ly. chagrined him; for he thought this an 


excellent Occaſion to initiate his Pupil, and 


give him a Reliſh, for. that Courſe of Life. 


which of all others he 'wifhed that Billario 
ſhould be fond of. But he could make no- 
thing of his Devotee ; ſhe anſwered all his 
Arguments for making uſe of the preſent. 
Moment, with. a kind of pious Raillery,. 


which made him fancy, that they both had 


only an Intention to play the Fool with 
1 and his Pupil, and no Deſign of car- 
rying Matters, . 

Billario was now wound up to the 8 
Pitch, and ſeeing there was no likelihood 


of the other Couple quitting the Room,. 


propoſed bluntly. to his Lady, but in a low 
Whiſper, . that they ſhould retire to another. 
Apartment. She whiſpered him ſoftly, 
that though ſhe had ref to be angry at. 
81 dhe 


(4r) 
ch Boldneſs of his Propoſal, yet ſhe would 
not expreſs her Reſentment, but only aſſure 
him, that it was not convenient before that 
Company to proceed any farther; but that 
ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee him at her own 
Houſe, . where ſhe would .convince him. 
. what Effect his Converſation had upon. herz 
ſhe gave him a direction where to call, but 
cautioned him not to mention a Word 'of 
it to his Friend. Billario promiſed, to ſee 
her the next Day, at Five o Clock in the 
Afternoon ; then they Joined Converſation 
with the Company, and in a little Time 
theſe Ladies propoſed to go home, but re- 
fuſed upon any account to permit the. 
Gentlemen to wait on them; and farther 
extorted a Promiſe, that they ſhould take 
no meaſures to dodge them. Billario was 
eaſy under that Reſtraint, as he had all the 
Knowledge he wanted already, and flatter- 
ed birnfelf the next Day to be made amends 
for the Diſappointment of that Evening: 
But Moderno was not ſo eaſy, for he was 
piqued to have trifled away ſo much of his 
Time with a Couple of Coquets, which he 
fancied theſe Ladies to be, and was vexed 
to have been their Paſtime for ſo long; 
beſides, he thought there was ſomething ſo 
ſingular-and whimſical in the whole of their 
Manners and Converſation, that he Was 
OR | pro- 


(42 ) 
prodigiouſly deſirous to find out who they 
were, and for that Reaſon would have had 
them dodged; but Billario, who feated his 
Knowledge of them might diſappoint his 
promiſed Aſſignation, diverted: him from 
his Deſign, and they both went immediate- 
ly home, it being now about Four or Five 
6” Clock in the Monis r 
Billario was fo full 97 his new Miſtreſs, 
and the Pleaſures he flattered himfelf he 
ſhould enjoy in her Company, that though 
he went to Bed, yet he could ſleep but 
little, and was up and dreſſed by Twelve; 
when Mederno fancying that the laſt Night's 
Converſation might have ſome Effect upon 
his Carriage towards Julia, pro rs 
paſs the Hours till Dinner at he Nidow's. 
Billaris was not ſo much enamoured with 
His Maſquerade Miſtreſs, as to find in him- 
ſelf the leaſt Inclination to neglect his 
charming Julia, and therefore very willing- 
Iy agreed to the Propoſal. 1 


& 


_ They went and found the Widow and 
her two Daughters in mga Spirits; Billa- 
11 rio thought he never ſaw Julia look ſo 
cCharming as ſhe did that Day; and he ſaid 
4 ES ET add; 3 25 . 3 
ſo mavy pohte Things on that Occaſion, 
that they | could not help obſerving, that 

aſquerade had given his Perſon and 
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| all the Company 
ft — <p fince he had come. cloſer to 


the Point in theſe few Words than ever he 


( 43 ) 
Converſation an Air of Gallantry, to which 


he was formerly a Stranger z and Julia ſaid 


he appeared to be fo. gay and ſprightly, 
that he muſt certainly have picked up a 
Miſtreſs at laſt Night's Entertainment, the 
bare. Reflection on Which pa him in fo 

od a Humour. bo 

Billario replied, that bs, was ghd it his 
Humour was improved to any Advantage; 
owned that the Mirth and Freedom of the 
Maſquerade might contribute its Share to 
that Change; but if a Miſtreſs had any - 
Hand in it, it muſt be attributed to nothing 
abſent, but to the Object preſent; which 
certainly had Power to work greater Mi- 
racles, than any Alteration ſhe Was pleaſed. | 
to obſerve i in his Conyerſation.... + 

Julia bluſhed at this Compliment, and 
were pleaſed to hear him 


him 


fore; but Julia would not let 
She told him, ſhe believed no 


Object — preſent could raiſe his Spirit to 


that Height, ſince they had frequently ſeen 


him without any of thoſe Efieftos fo ſo they 


had no Right - to claim the Merit of tlie 
Miracle, Which ſome abſent Sb had 
wrought ; That her ſheuld beware ä 
$3] | ac 


| ( 44 ) 
he faid, ſince the Compliment he had paſſ: 


ed upon this Company, was a Kind of 


Treaſon” againſt” his Maſquerade Miſtreſs, 
which if ſhe knew, ſhe would certainly pu- 
niſh with the utmoſt - Rigour. Lou had 
better, added ſhe, ſmiling; make us your 
Confidantes, unboſom yourſelf to us, we 


ſhall have Patience to hear you deſcribe 
her Perſon, with all the Emphaſis of Love 


and Paſſion, paint her fine Shape, and de- 
licate Neck and Arm, dwell upon the 
Gracefulneſs of her Mien and Air, and 
above all; be laviſh in Commendation of 
her Wit and Humour; and if ſhe has been 
fo complaiſant as to ſhew you her Face, ex- 
hauſt all your Rhetoric in deſcribing its ini- 
mitable Charms; do, Sir, it is only real 


Friends that can have Patience to bear with | 


the amorous Deſcriptions of a new made 
Lover, and you may depend upon it, that 
we ſhall: participate your” Pleaſure without 
the leaſt . Alloy of Envy, which you know 
is promiſing a great deal for a Woman. 

Billario was a little embarraſſed by is 


vnexpected Raillery; but here the Widow 


ſeaſonably ſtood his Friend, by giving the 
Converſation another Turm: And en af · 
ter the Gentlemen took their Leave, pro- 
miſing to return in the Evening, and went 


8 to 
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to * in the City. Moderno not knowing 
of Billarios Engagement, propoſed paſſ- 
ing the Afternoon at a Friend's Houſe, 
where they dined; and it was with ſome 
Difficulty, Billario got himſelf diſengaged 
at the Hour appointed to wait on his Maſ- 
querade Miſtreſs. He left Moderno there, 
and taking a Chair was carried to the Place 
of Rendezvous. He was ſhewed into a 
Room very elegantly furniſhed, which, to- 
gether with the Appearance of the Houſe 
and Servants, made him believe his Mi- 
ſtreſs of ſome Quality. He had not wait 
ed long before the young Lady appeared, 
but Nall with a Maſque upon her Face. She 
received him. very politely, and. Billario 
had the Courage to tell her, that now the 
Maſquerade and'the Laws of it were over, 
he hoped ſhe would diſpenſe with that Part 
of the Dreſs which ſhe ſtill retained. ; The 

Lady anſwered, that as he was only ac- 
gquainted with the Vizor, he had no Rea- 
ſon to complain, and ſhe had Grounds to 


| obſerve that Caution, leaſt the Sight of 


any more of her Perſon might oblige him 
to repent the Trouble he had given himſelf 
in making that Viſit. Billario replied, that 
ſuch a Shape, and ſo much Wit, could 
have nothing belonging to them, that coulel 
lefſen : 


| Cab) 
Sls hls: botany: for her; And thaedt-wes 


not to encreaſe his Reſpect he deſired fo 
earneſtly her Veil might be removed, for 
if her Face was capable of that, he had 


ſufficient Reaſon to wiſh that it might be 


always covered; but that he might have 
ſome particular Mark to know the Perſon 
by, wo had robbed him of ſo much of 
meet. 
Mighty well! Geb heck the dy, you 
would make me believe, that I liave been 
acceſſary to the "Diſturbance of your Re- 
poſe, when I am perſuaded, your bare 
faced Miſtreſs employs all your Thoughts? 
T could lay an equal' Wager, you have ſeen 
her ſince you ſaw me, and no doubt have 


been praiſing Part of that Leſſon I was fo 
— — laſt Night in learning you, = 


have only made me this Viſit out of pure 

Complaiſance, or at beſt out of cold Gra- 
titude for helping to inſpire you with the 
Courage of telling your Miſtreſs to her 
Face, how much you adored her : to be 
plain with you (continued ſhe) I know 


your Attachment to a certain Lady, and if 


you are not explicite in the Queſtions. I ſhall 
put to you relating te her, I ar determin- 
ed to keep my Face as much a Secret as 
ver, and you * find any other Know- 

5 ledge 
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Lover, 555 expected more ſolid En 
tainment from that Aſſignation, than 


now ſaw any Proſpect of. He attempted 


9 


ledge yon have of me of little Service to 
you. 


This Sp eech quite diſconcerted our young 


15 


to turn the Piſcourks intd Raillery, and 
told her, he had allowed her to run on with 


the Suppoſition of a Miſtreſs at the Maſ- 
querade, as it ſeemed to afford a Subject 
for Converſation, and a Handle for the 


Diſplay of that Wit which had captivated 
11 f Faculties, but that now the Scene 
5 changed; Love, warm Love called for 


ſomething. more ſolid than. meer Words; 


that Time was precious, and Opportunity 


beat the Alarm to all his Se es, which 
were already wound up to 5 


Piteh with the bare Idea of - that bl be IF 


eir higheſt 


promiſed himſelf in her Company. 
This faid, he graſped her with 2 


Tranſport to his Baſom, and would have 
pulled off the Maſque; but ſhe ſtarted 
from him in a kind of Rage, regarding 
him at the ſame time with ſach an Air, as 


quite abaſhed our Lover. What! cried 
ſhe, Sir, do you uſe me with ſo little Ce- 


remony? Do you think I am to be treated 
like a common Woman? I thought you . 


8 more 


4) 
more of a ne and that you would 
not interpret the Freedom JI have permit- 


ted you, ſo much to my Diſadvantage, as 


to imagine I'conſented to this Viſit 5 
any Delign to 47 15 your unrealonable 
Deſires. No, 

guiſe, own to you without Bluſhing, that I 
have ſeen you frequently; z that I took a 
more than ordinary Liking to your Perſon, 


r, I can, under this Diſ- 


and threw myſelf in your way laſt Night, 
believing you free from the vicious Courſes 
of the Youth of this City; and that your 
Behaviour at this Interview would have 
-been ſuch as would have Juſtified the Af- 
fection I found growing in your Favour : 


But fince I find you like the reſt of your 


deluding Sex, interpreting every Freedom 
Women take beyond the common Rules 
of Life, as proceeding from wanton and 
baſe Inclinations, T can baniſh” you from 
that Place in my Eſteem, which your in- 
nocent Appearance and Deportment tempt- 
ed me uncautiouſly to grant, and am glad 
you know no more of me, that you 


- might not have the Pleaſure of proclaim- 
ing my Weakneſs e your een 


Companions. 8 
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Billario was ; thunder-ſtruck with this 
grave Lecture, and was in no meaſure pre- 


pared to give her an Anſwer. She aw _ 


his Confuſion, and was willing to help 4 
him out. I ſee, Sir, ſaid ſhe, you are 
embarraſſed to find an Excuſe for your Be- 
3 haviovrz, but to ſhew you my Good-Na- 
ture, I promiſe to forget what is paſt, pro- 
= vided you obſerve a ſtricter Decorum for 
the future, and. that you ingenuouſly tell 
me, if, or not, 78 ſaw Miſs Julia, the 
Widow M———'$s Daughter, ſince I ſaw. 
you, and if you can find in your Heart to 
beſtow on me that Affection, which I know 
you have for her. Tou ſee I am no Stran- - 
ger to your Affair, therefore it is to no 
Purpoſe to diſſemble, and it is your Inte- 
reſt, if you think my Eſteem worth the 
maintaining, to be very ſincere. 
Billario was now more puzzled than be- 
fore; for he had what he thought a real 
Tenderneſs for that Lady, which a modeſt 
and engaging Deportment every time he 
ſaw her daily confirmed: As for the diſ- 


a uiſed Fair One, he had only a ſtrong In- 


clination to enjoy her, which her Carriage 
at the Maſquerade had given him Room 
to hope would be the end of that Intrigue. 
4 He ſaw ſhe knew * Miſtreſs Julia, and 
{1 that 


Gn) 
that to diſſemble a Neglect of that Lady to 
purchaſe his Ends here, might ſhipwreck 
his Intereſt there : And- beſides, he was 
too little acquainted with the World, to be 
eaſily reconciled to the Diſhoneſty. of de- 
ceiving either one or other of them with 
Expectations of what he was not ſure he 
Ra perform. Therefore he endeavour- 
ed to wave the Queſtion. Madam, faid 
he, you take all Advantages, and ſeem in- 
clinable to make an + unreaſonable. uſe of 
your Power. You know, (as it ſeems, by 
ſome kind of Magick, in which you cer- 
tainly deal) that I am acquainted with that 
Lady, and would ſuppoſe her my Miſtreſs ; 
now.you are not contented with-having ſe- 
duced me ſo far from her Allegiance, as to 
oblige me to offer Sacrifice here, but you 
would make me an incorrigible Rebel, and 
ruin me paſt Redemption by abjuring her, 
when at the ſame time, you deny me even 
a full View of the Object for whoſe Sake 
Iam to become ſuch an Heretic. Can no 
Service content you, but what is owing to. 
implicit Faith, and muſt I ſwear to forſake 
that which 1 have already ſeen, for the 
Sake of that which I am not allowed a 
+ Glimpſe of? For my Part, Madam, my 


Tove, like my F ath, is rational, and [ 
muſt 


(51) 
muſt have the Evidence of all my Senſes 
to juſtify the one, as well as to give my 
Aﬀent to the other. | 
What then, returned ſhe; quickly, my 
Humour and Perfon which you have ſeen, 
are not ſufficient .to raiſe. your amorous 
Faith in my Face; I thought juſt now you 
| aid a Sight of that was not neceſſary to 
enereaſe the Eſteem you had for me: No 
more it was then, Madam, ſaid Billario, 
but T thought at that time, we ſhould e' re 
now have had no room for Faith, but that 
all had been ſwallowed up in Fruition. 
That had been ſuch a convincing Proof of 
your Power, that I could not have been In- 
fidel enough to have denied yaur'Divinity, 
after the Teſtimony of the moſt intelligent 
of all my Senſes, and muſt have ſworn to 
whatever Love-Creed you had pleaſed to 
dictate to me: But after all, I muſt” inſiſt 
on your withdrawing the Veil, that I may 
at leaſt know the Deity I worſhip, before 1 
a agree to any of your Inſtitutions. 
When 1 have done fo, returned the 
Lady, what Security will you give me for 
Performance of Covenant: Why, replied 
Billario, all that a Man can ies I will 
deliver my Perſon into'your Hands, you, 
ann have Scifin, and actual Poſ- 
e | . ſeſſion, 


[7 
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Allen the Inſtrument i is ready drawn, and {4 
the Needs wait only to be ſigned. and ſeal . 
ed. Let us retire, my Angel; and there | 
ſeal, ſign, and mutually interchange, and 


if any, Doubts, or Qualms ſhould, after- 75 
Wards remain, I ſhall be the verieſt Re- al 
creant that ever lived. At theſe-Words he thi 
preſſed her to his Boſom, and was hurry- is 
ing her, ſne making but a faint Reſiſtance, oh 
into the Drawing-Room which ſtood open, -< 
where he ſaw. a Couch fit for the Purpoſe ; 1 
but before he had got half way where it the 
ſtood, they heard ſomebody coming to the wi 
Door, which made him deſiſt. | It proved 80 
to be the Fgotman, to tell her that a Lady bu 
of her Acquaintance was coming up Stairs. the 
They had juſt Time to recollect themſelves, 9 
When the Footman came in, and ſhe ſtep- vil 
out, leaving Billario in the Drawing- Hi 
Room, and pulling the Door after her, > 
that ſhe might receive her. Friend without - mo 
a Maſk. - She returned in a few Minutes litt 
again, and begged that Billario would ex- ſtri 
cuſe her for that Time, as a Friend had 3 
called on her, with whoſe Viſit ſhe was not bat 
at Liberty to diſpence; hut that ſhe would ſur 
be glad to ſee him next Day at the ſame gul 
Hour; and hoped that till then he wes air 
Tordear lng his Miſtreſs Fabien." the 
3 = to 
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promiſed all ſhe would have him, and took 
his lehr. 

3 Shoes — cherte carry him home, 
an there began to reflect upon his late In- 
terview with his Maſque, and the more he 
ruminated, the leſs he was capable of fa- 
thoming that Lady's Deſigns. - He curſed 
her Viſitant, that - interrupted him in 
the very Moment he thought he was almoſt 
in Port. He had been condemned to a 
longer Abſtinence ſince he had leſt his Fa- 
ther's Houſe; than he could well diſpence 
with, and had been in his own Imagina- 
Bont near the Point with his Fair Un- 
known, that his Deſires were wound up to 
their higheſt Pitch, and he found himſelf 
igiouſly at a loſs how to lay the De- 

vil which that diſguiſed Wanton had raiſed. 
His: Miſtreſs Fula, and the Appointment 
he had made with her, recurred to his Me- 
mory; but that Thought brought him 
little Comfort: as he believed her to be 
ſtrictly virtuous; and that he ran the Riſk 
of being burnt to Tinder before he could 
have Acceſs to her Quarters,” which he was 
ſure would not be ſurrendered without a re- 
gular Siege, Mhich the Neceſſity of his Af- 
fairs would not admit of at preſent. He, 
then reflected om the Promiſe he had made 
to his Incognita not to viſit her, which at 
| firſt determined him not to think of that 
| 3 Yilits 
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Viſit; and yet in the Event prevailed on 
him to paſs his Time there rather than in 
any other Place. He could not imagine 
how that Lady came to be ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the State of his Mind in regard to 
Julia, ſince he had declared it to Nobody, | 
and he found in himſelf a ſtrong Inclination | 
to go, meerly becauſe he was prohibited, ne 
fancied her Converſation would chace from 
his Mind the Chagrin of his late Diſappoint- 
ment, and that he ſhould be able to con- 
ceal it from his Maſquerade Acquaintance. 
Accordingly he ſet out, and found his 
Miſtreſs Julia at home by herſelf, in an 
agreeable Undreſs, the Widow and her 
. Sifter having gone, as he was told, to pax 
a Viſit in the Neighbourhood; che appear- 
ed in that Diſhabille much more charming 
than before; and he ſaw a certain bewitch- 
ing Languor i in her Eyes, and the whole 


Frame of her Countenance, which ſet eve- 


ry warm Defire afloat, ànd for that Time 
baniſhed every Thought of his diſguiſed 
Enchantreſs. A modeſt Bluſh overſpread 
her Face when he hed her, and a 
Confuſion which the endeavoured to con- 
ceal, let him underftand that ſomething 
— intereſting engaged her Thoughts at that 
Juncture; and he flattered himſelf for a 
N ee Moment, 


3 1 5). 
* ** perhaps, * kind Wiſties- 
for him might be the Cauſe of that Diſor- 
der he ſaw her in. 

This Thought ga ve him new Sie 
and tempted him to uſe of this as 
the critical Minute, to declare himfelf witk 
greater Freedom than he had hitherto done. 
With this Intent he had placed himſelf 
cloſe by her, and began to think of Ex: 
preſſions fit to deliver the mighty Secret: 
But the more he endeavoured to be oy 
quent, the more he was at a Loſs for 
Terms that pleaſed him, and ſat for ſome | 
| Moments ſilent; only. expreſſing himſelf 

with his Eyes, which was a kind of Lan- 
guage more ſignificant than any thing he. 
could utter with his Tongue. 

The Nymph faw his Perplexity, and 
could have wiſhed he had been leſs nice in 
his Choiee of Words for making a Decla- 
ration ſhe was willing to hear in any Lan- 

„and in order to help him out, aſk- 
n Bim, where he had left all the Spirits 


he was poſſeſſed of before Dinner; have 


you been, fays ſhe, with your Maſquerade 
Miſtreſs, and exhauſted all your Stock of 
Good · Humour on her, that you have left 
none for the Entertainment of your Friends? 
Has ſne been cruel, and taken more No- 


GC. 4 „ 
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rice of the Tricks of her Monkey, than all 
the pretty Things you ſaid to her? Come, 

- unburthen yourſelf, perhaps I can give you 
Advice; we Women know one another 
better than- you do, and ten to one. but I 

furniſh you with a Remedy that makes her 
leſs coy; provided you have not been too 
baſhful, that you have had the Courage to 
make uſe of your Time, and loſe no fa- 
vourable Opportunity; for theſe are Things 
few Women ever forgive. I believe Jo, 
replied Billario, interrupting her, and there- 
fore I ſhall not loſe this Opportunity of de- 
claring to you, my charming Julia, how. 
much I adore you. I own I have been ti- 
morous in making this Declaration, but it 
was for fear you might be diſobliged; but 
it is better to die by a Frown, than to live 
in perpetual Silence and unavailing Doubt: 
Tell me, my Faireſt, have I offended by 
my Boldneſs, or can you vouchſafe to make 
me hope that one Day my Affection may 
be rewarded with the ineſtimable HERE 

of your Heart. 5 

Bleſs me! returned Julia, have l aw 

a Circle and conjured up a Devil for 
myſelf, when I thought I was repeating 
the Charm for another! Sure, Billario, you. 
u not in eameſt; no, that 1 can be 
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7 
believe; youonly want ta rehearſe here, and. 
practiſe hat you are to ſay to your Miſtreſs. 
the next Time you ſee her: If that is the 
| Caſe, I muſt tell ,you, wherein you are 
faulty, either in your Manner or Expreſ- 
ſion. In my Opinion, ſince I muſt give 
itt lincerely, it is too much upon the Whine, 
for, which a Coquet, if ſuch be, the Charac- 
ter of your Miſtreſs, would laugh. in your 


Face and deſpiſe you; if ſhe is not of that: 


Claſs, it is Fa yourſelf. roo much in. 
the Lady's Power for the firſt Time, who 


o 
9 


unleſs ſhe, has a large Share of good Senſe, | 


and very little Vanity, may be apt to uſe, 
you ill for a . Jotig, time, meerly to ſhew: 
her Power. - Your Look ſhauld be more 
aſſured, and your Expreſſions flow eaſier 
without any Heſitation, and your Declara- 
tion ought to be in ſuch, Terms as you 
might interpret into Raillery, if you fund 
he Nymph inclinable to get into her Atti- 
tudes, or . which . you might turn into ſe- 
rious Matter, if you found her in the Hu- 
mour to lend a. favourable Ear to what you. 
iy e For there are Times, Sin,, 
and Seaſons, when we, Women are inclin- 
able to turn a deaf. Ear, to what, perhaps, 
at other Times we like beſt on Earth; and 
ſometimes our fluctuating Humour inclines 


— 
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a 
us to give a favourable Reception to the 
meereft ' Trifle, and the moſt indifferent 
Things in Nature: Now in obſerving theſe 
Changes, and catching the critical Minute, 
(for we all of us have our critical Minute) 
lies the whole Secret of the Art of making 
1 find then, Madam, replied: Brl/arioffÞ Y} 
am but a Novice in the Art; that this is 
not your critical Minute, and that you are 
pPlwkwbeaſed to be in one of theſe 'Humours aT: 
preſent, which inclines you to treat with 
Ridicule Things ef the moſt ſerious Con- 
cern; but I wiſh you had given me ſome 
Light how to diſcover thoſe unaccountable 
Changes in the faireſt Part of the Creation, 
without which they would be abſolutely 
perfect. I aſſure you, replied ſhe, Iam in 
no Humour to treat with ridicule any thing- | 
that can be Matter of ſerious Concern” to | 
you; bur J could not imagine that what 
yeu faid could be ſeriouſly meant to me, 
when o my certain Knowledge, it is not 
above an Hour fince you parted with a 
Lady, to whom you have in ſome meafure 
made a Tender of ' your Heart, and one 
whom I am aſſured is of a Tempet not to 
„admit of Rivals, and can puniſh Diſloyal- 
ty in her Subjects with great Severity. 
i 33 Billaria 
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Billario now fancied that both his Miſtreſſes 
dealt with the Devil, or at leaſt with one 


| another, and knew not what Anſwer to. 


e, which was ey 
Word literally true: It was delivered w 
ſuch an aſſured Air, that he could Bor rng 
lieve it only Conjecture, and therefore 


make to the Charg 


thought it would but entangle him the 


1 if he attempted to conceal the Mat- 
In thorr, as he had at the preſent 


Junure more Love for Julia, than for his 


Incognita, he was determined to facrifice 
the Etter, and make a ſincere Confeſſion... 
But he deſired Julia to inform him, how | 
ſhe came to imagine he had made any 
Tender of his Heart to any other. She 
told him, ſhe had the ſtrongeſt Reaſon in 
the World, ſince ſhe was informed of it“ 
by the Lady herſelf, who told her eve 
Circumſtance of their meeting at the Na 
querade, het going with him to a Tavern, 
her appointing him next Day, her receiv- 


ing him in a Maſk, his Promiſe to ſee her 


to-morrow, and in the Interim not to ſee - 
her Rival. 

After this Declaration, Billario' thought: 
himſelf under no Obligation to conceal any 
Part of that Affair, but told Julia that her 
Information was very true: That he had 

8 C. 6 W 
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iner a Deſign of Gallantry upon lehnt 


Lady, to which ſhe had, on her Part, | 


glyen. abundance. of, Encouragement, and 
that he believed, if an impertinent Viſit- 
ant had not interrupted them, they had fi- 
niſhed Matters to their mutual Satisfaction; 
but that if the Lady had done him Juſtice, 
the muſt haye informed her, that he had 
not, chough urgedl to it, ſaidd any Thing 
that might argue. Infidelity to "rag but had 
declined promiſing to baniſh; her his 
Thoughts, which might convince her how 
much more ſhe was in his Eſteem than that 
85 8. Was, 9 920 Julia, the impertinent 
 Viſitant who, ſpoiled, your Sport, which | 
am not ſorry for. I W hg if ſhe had 
given you that Teſlimony of her Affecti- 
un, you was then about to ſeize, you would 
not have been at the Trouble of making 
me the Declaration 1 have now heard, 
which I cannot help owning to you, would 
be highly agreeable, if I thought you could 
be ſincere : But there is no believing Men. 


We Women no ſooner truſt you with our 


fooliſh Hearts, than you uſe them. as Chil- 
dren do a Rattle, toy with it for a little 
Time, then throw it away for ſome new 
Trifle chat next takes Ty TE IR 
at 
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Julia, aid. be, with ſome Men,, but. it can 
ed rationally, it muſt be as laſting as it is 
have ſpoiled my Game in one Place, i it is but 
Then claſping her in his Arms, he. ſtifled , 


ful Carriage ſuch a forward Attack, had 


Mother's Return, recalled her linking Vir- 6 


old. Lady entered the Chamber, when by 
a Look the gave Julia, ſhe made her to 


proceeded from ſome Obſervation ſhe had 
made on their being alone, and the Confu- 


(66 
That, may be ah Caſe, my charming 


never be mine; ; as my Affection is found- 


ſincere; but my Charmer, as you own ou 


G you ſhould, make up the Loſs: 


her with Kiſſes, and took Liberties which 
ſerved to,inflame both their Deſires; and 
the N ymph, who was taken ungdarded, as 
not expecting from Billario's former baſh-. 3 


near yielded the Fort: But a Noiſe in the 
next Room, which proved, as ſhe ſaid, her 


tue, and once more diſappointed Billario 
of. his. promiſed, Happineſs. They, had 
hardly Time to adjuſt themſelves, cer the 


underſtand that ſhe was playing too open 
a Game; Billario gueſſed that the Chagrin 
which he ſaw-in the Widow's Countenance, . 


ſion that was but too viſible in them both | 

on her Entrance, and was. for taking his 

Kante but the old Gentle woman cleared. 
her 
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her k Brow, and entreated him to ſtay Sup- | 
per; he was eaſily prevailed upon, and 


Julia took Occaſion to whiſper him to keep 
his Appointment with his maſked Miſtreſs, 
and to drive that Point as far as he could, 
without any regard to her, for which ſhe 


| 1 give him Reaſons the next Oppottu- 


they had alone. 
ewent home that Night, andwarefitrls | 


more eaſy in his Mind, ſince his Affair with 0 
his two Miſtreſſes ſeemed to be leſs embar- 


raſſed, and he had now two promiſing Strings 


to his Bow. He ſlept pretty ſound that 


Night, dreaming alternately of each of 
them, and was' as familiar with them in his 
Sleep, as he could have deſired to be in 
tlie Day, which eaſed him of the Burthen 
of his ſuperfluous Caſh, and enabled him 


to wait with greater Patience the more r. 


lar Draughts that might be made upon 

um; and it had this farther Effect, that 
he could now calmly reflect upon the Con- 
ſequences of what he was going about, 
which the Hurry of his Paſſions, over- 
charged with thoſe redundant Humours his 
Imagination helped to throw off in the 
Night, hindered him from conſidering. 
He ſaw plainly they had both a Defign 


on; — art he knew, 
might 
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* be 4 aich Plot, a Thing be 
bal a mortal Averſion to: For he knew if 
ever he pretended to conjure. himſelf into 
that dreadful Circle without the Conſent of 
his Relations, that he ſhould find the Bitters 
of that State ta exceed by many Degrees 
all the Sweets he 'could' promiſe himſelf. 
He ſuſpected Julia of this matrimonial De- 
ſign more than he did his maſquerade Miſtreſs... 
Not but he believed, he could perſwade 
the Girl to take his Werd withour 45 Help 
of a Prieſt; but he judged her Maidenhead 
was under the Guardianſhip of her Mother, 
who might ſinuate obſtinate Notions of 
| Honour, Virtue, and Reputation into her 
Head, and make her inſiſt upon that im- 
pertinent Ceremony before yielding, and 
therefore he determined to be more upon 

his Guard, and ſomewhat reſerved” of his 
Prom ifes, kft he ffiould be unawares en- 
tangled, beyond the Power of a Retreat . 
and reſolved to take Julia's kind Advice to 
puſh his Fortune with his Incognito. 

At the Hour appointed he waited on 
that Lady, and was received as before in a 
Maſk. After tlie hielt Compliments, he, 
' aſked her, if he ads never to habe the — 
Happineſs of ſeeing her Face, and if his 
Love was to live by Faith alone? She told 


28 ; a him, 
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1 cannot for my Soul know how each of 
you come by your Intelligence: It muſt be 
ſome new Device of the Blind- Boy, who 
reſolves to lead me a fairy Dance between 
you, and Tantalus- like, oblige me to ſtarve 
with Meat at my Lips, which I am doom- 
ed never to touch. But to do all I can to 
clear up all Doubts, and to prevent all Miſ- 


| E underſtanding for the future, I ſhall make 


you an ingenious Confeſſion, and be you 
yourſelf Judge how far 1 am criminal. 
Lou may remember then, continued he, 
in what Situation Affairs were in betweer 
you and me when we laſt parted. I think 
we were on the Point of entring into 
certain Articles, which were to be figned, 
ſealed, and executed on that Couch, when 
a moſt i impertinent Viſitant, (Who by 
bye I underſtood was no other than Julia 
herſelf) ſpoiled all our Meaſures, and nip- 
ped my warm Hopes in the very Bud; L 
was Ae to leave the Field, when Victo- 
ry was in full View, and my charming Ene- 
my ready to ſurrender at Diſcretion.-' I 
went away as full of your dear Idea as poſ- 
ſibly could be, and the bare Reflection of. 
the Happineſs I miſſed conſumed me. T 
did all J could to compoſe myſelf, but in 
vain; your EY log was ſtil] pre- 
— 5 ſent 


>; 
| fent to my View, and my Imagination 
painted it in the moſt enchanting Attitude. 
I fancied you already on the Couch, myſelf 
encircled within your ſnowy; Arms, ho | 
ing out my Soul in ſoft murmuring Ac- 
cents of extatic Love, while my Hands 
wantoned over your panting Boſom, and 
viſited the ſacred Center of your warmeſt 
Wiſhes. I thought your Sighs breathed 
ſhort and quick, your Pulſe beat high, 
your Heart leaped to mine, and gave the 
Alarm to all the Joys of Love. I ſeized 
the happy Manes and was raviſhed with. 
the imaginary Extacy.z, but chancing to 
look up, I w. myſelf alone, the Viſion 
vaniſhed, and 23 I embraced: only 
2 a Cloud of my own, not Juus's Creation. 
I diſcovered the Cheat, but ſtill the Sting 
remained behind, nothing could extinguiſh. 
the Fire which I felt preying upon my Vi- 
-cals. I thought a thouſand Times of re- 
turning to your Apartment, and waiting 
the Departure of your Viſitant, whom 1 
curſed with Ball, Book and Candle; but I: 
feared to diſpleaſe my Adorable, and there- 
fore I muſt own to you frankly, I thought 
of ſeeking Relief from the raging Torture, 
from ſome leſs reluctant Fair; Julia firſt oc- 
e * l went to viſit her, made 1 to 
hee, 


— 
* 


„ e 


667) | 
her, but it was only as your Proxy, and 
was ſo far happy as to hear her talk of little 
elſe but yu; now can you blame me for 
endeavouring to quench that Flame Der. 
you yourſelf raifed, which by the bye, 1 
was not ſucceſsful in, or would you have 
me allow myſelf to burn to Aſhes, and 
bring you nothing ' to-day but the dry 
Embers of what I was Yeſterday'? But 
come, Madam, let us trifle no longer ; 
by my Frankneſs you may gueſs how 
much I love, and now we have O 
tunity, let us uſe it before ſome other 

rtinent Female comes to diſturb us. 
Hold, Sir, replied the M aſk, your Imagi- 
nation is'fo ſtrong, there is no Oreafion 
for the Reality; you acted your Part ſo 


well Yeſterday when embracing your Cloud, 


it is to no . ſhould aſk me to 


bear à Part, and it is ten to one, but all 


the Warmth you expreſs for me, may be 
offered me as Proxy to Julia, ſince it is as 
reaſonable I ſhould be her's as ſhe mine. 


Therefore you muſt inform me how I can 


be ſure that you make Love to my proper 
Perſon. It is impoſſible, my inviſible Di- 


vinity, returned Billario, that my Devo- 
tion can he meant to any Thing but you, 
_ 2 ſhall be Judge of its Sincerity by 


its 


06) | 
tes Ardor. I ſhall expreſs it in ſuch feeling 
Terms, that an Infidel muſt he convinced; 
—— - Renounce all Commerce," ſaid' ſhe, 


with Julia, and then 


And then, 


my Angel, we ſhall be happy, returned he; 
why ſtop the charming Accents ? Echo the 
yielding Sound to my raviſhed Ear, and 


I will renounce : every 


Thing, 


renounce 


Julia, myſelf, and all your Sex beſides, and 
adhere to this dear Boſom for ever; but 
why this Covering to your Face, unveil 

thy Charms, and ſtrike me ſenſeleſs with 
Admiration of that Beauty, which my Ima- 

gination has painted fairer than the Graces, 
and more radiant: than the blooming Morn. 
Al this while he held her faſt to his 


Boſom, and haſtily, 


how great his Surpri 
that Beauty 


without her perceiving 
it, ſnatched the Maſk off her. Face. 


But 


ze, when inſtead of 
which was but the Minute be- 


fore to have ſtruck: him ſenſeleſs with Ad- 
miration; he ſaw the well-known Face of 


bis Miſtrefs Julia. 


My Julia! ſaid he, 


ſure my Eyes deceive me: How is this 
. wrought? Is the Age of Metamor- 
phoſis returned? Am I in one of the en- 
chanted Palaces of the ancient Poets? How 
is it poſſible that L ſhould be ſo long de- 
© Auen. as not to know the * the Air. 


and 
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and Shape of my adorable Julia 8 peng 
my Charmer, and unfiddle this M fiery, - 
which makes me doubly happy, in find- 
ing the Perfections of both my Miſtreſſes 
united in one. Julia was ſome Moments 
before ſhne could: recover the Confuſion 
which this unexpected Diſcovery threw her 
into; but at laſt, ſhe put on a chearful 
| Counteriance and began to play off her'Rait- 
lery upon him. How now, ſaid ſhe, Billario! 
= how can you look me in the Face, when 
in the Height of your Raptures, which I 
= had raiſed, without any Deſign to allo, 
you to compleat them; you ſaid you would 
renounce Julia, yourſelf, and all the Sex, 
but the fancied one you then took me for. 
Are not you aſhamed of the Indignity you 
offered me, when you owned the Viſit you 
paid me laſt Night was only to allay the 
looſe Deſires you ſuppoſed raiſed” by ano- 
ther? I have had my End in thus dif. 
guiſing myſelf from you; by it I find the 
generous Motive of your Addreſſes to me. 
and now I can aſſure you I am armed 
againſt you, and ſhall take care to baniſh 
you that Place in my Affection, Which 
your firſt modeſt Deportment made me 
grant you. On ſaying this, ſhe ende -— 
Vvoured to diſengage Go from his Arms, 
| . 
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(mr) 
and to riſe from the Couch, whereon they 
were both ſeated during the whole of this 
Scene; but Billario would not permit her: 
He redoubled his Cateſſes, and told her all 


he had ſaid that Day, was done by her own 


Permiſſion, who had deſired him expreſsly 
to puſh Matters as far with his Maſquerade 
Acquaintance as he could, without regard 


7o her > That he had ſaid nothing but what | 


he intended to have told her R next time 
he ſaw her, and ſaid nothing but what his 
Heart gave the Lye to, however warm his 


Expreſſions might ſeem. in ſo critical a Mo- 


ment. And now, added he, my Char- 
mer, I muſt take your own Advice, and 
1 Matters as far as I can with my 'Fair- 


The Minutes fly ſwiftly on: Time [ 
1 . every Moment ſollicits to be 


employed in the important Buſineſs of 
Love: All our Faculties are full of the pro- 


miſed Bliſs, Nature calls, Love prompts, 
Opportunity offers; let no Childifn Coy- 


neſcs chill the warm Deſires that now mutu- 


ally fires our Breaſts. Thoſe languid Eyes, 
that heaving panting Boſom, that glowing 


Bluſh, all proclaim the God of Love tri- 


umphant: Yield, my deareſt, to his Dic- | 
This faid, he 
eee — forward, laid her gently 
back |} 


tates and make me happy. 


PD nn 


bac 


<P - 9 
bis: a on the Couch, removed the Out- 
works, and Sword in Hand charged the 


Breach. The Engagement was warm on 


both Sides for ſome Moments, each ſtrove 
for Victory with equal Vigour, till their 
Ammunition on both Sides being ſpent, 


the Swain firſt made a decent Retreat, and 
left the Field to recruit his Forces, in order 


to renew the Charge. 
How often the amorous Combat was re- 


1 : e is not very material, but it is to be 


preſumed, Billario who had kept Lent ſo 


long, made a full Meal before he parted, 


and promiſed when he took his leave, to 


viſit her the next Day at her Mother's, 
ſhe having cautioned him to take no notice 


there of his diſcovering her Plot. 
He kept his Promiſe, and was recerved 


by Julia alone, but ſhe deſired him to ob- 
ſerve a diſtant Reſpect in his Carriage, for 


that they were under Obſervation. This 
was a little uneaſy to him, for he had full 
Expectation of finding her alone; but he 
was obliged to ſubmit to the Rules pre- 
{cribed by his Miſtreſs, and pleaſe himſelf 
for the preſent with an Aſſignation ſhe made 


| him, to meet at the former Place. 


He made his Viſit very ſhort, and was 


4 impatient for the Hour of Rendezvous. 
| | both 1 


Gps: 


both to ſatisfy his Appetite and Curiofity; ; 
for he was much at a ſoſs to find out the 
Reaſon of the Doubles of his Miſtreſs, 
which he had no Opportunity to do at the 
laſt Meeting, or that wherein he had been 
fo ſucceſsful, for then he was too much 
employed. in gratifying a warmer Appetite 
«than Curioſity, to think much of it: And 
beſides, at the Cloſe of the Scene, they 
were forced to part abruptly, ſome Com- 
dany coming in, before whom they were 
obliged to obſerve ſome Decorum. At 
laſt, the wiſhed for Hour came, and Bil. 
lario flew to his Charmer on the Wings of 
Love. After the firſt Dalliance was over, 
which he was admitted to without much 
Preamble, - he had Leiſure to aſk the De- 
| ſign of her putting that Trick upon him, 
and diſguiſing and concealing herſelf ſo 
long, meerly, for aught he could appre- 
hend. to give them both unneceſſary Pain. 
She was at a Loſs to find out a reaſon- 
able Excuſe for this Proceeding, and at laſt 
told him, that Moderno had made her ſome 
Offers, which her Mother obliged her to 
receive with more ſeeming Complaiſance, 
than ſhe was willing to ſhew of herſelf; 
that ſhe had taken an Affection to his ( Bil. 
Lario: 10 Perſon from the firſt Time * ſaw 
m; 


(73) 

him ; and obſerved with Pleaſure, that ſhe 
was not indifferent to him; but durſt not, 
for fear of her Mother, own. the one, or 
encourage the other; and therefore laid 
the Project of attacking him at the Maſ- 
querade, which ſhe did in the Preſence of 
her Mother, who thought the whole was 
a Frolick, and connived at it as far as that 
Night, but that ſhe had given him the 
Meeting ever fince without her Knowledge, 
and kept on the Maſk only to make her 
acquainted with the Nature and Degree of 
the Regard he had for her, that ſhe might 
take her Meaſures accordingly, by diſco- 
vering herſelf if ſhe found them ſerious / 
and honourable, and breaking off without 
Scandal, if ſhe found them otherwiſe. It 
you remember, added ſhe, my Mother 
ſeemed out of Temper on Wedneſday Night, 
when ſhe came in and found us alone ; it 
was on your Account, becauſe the imagin- 
ed I had given you Notice of my being - 
without Company, and ſuſpected by a2 
Confuſion we both appeared to be in, that 

I had given you Encouragement, contrary 
to the Eſteem ſhe would have me to en- 
tertain for Moderno. I gueſſed her Mean- 
ing then by her Looks, and judged that I 
ſhould have no future Opportunity of ſee- 
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ing you here, and for that Reaſon whiſper- 
ed you to puſh Matters with your Incogni- 


.you put upon my Expreſſion, but in an 


— Ed < — 3 : \ - 9 
. ry _ = 4 . — — r N 
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of engaging you under that borrowed 
Shape, ſince it was equal to me, which of 
-your Miſtreſſes you loved moſt, provided 
you loved one of them ſincerely; but my 
fooliſh Heart yielded too ſoon, I yielded 
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the Injury you have done; with this ſhe 
_ » Forted her as much as he could, by ſwear- 


Honour, of Reputation loſt, of Marriage, 
and all that ſtale Stuff, but Billario only 
_ anſwered her with Kiſſes, and ſhifted the 

Diſcourſe by ſome new amorous Dalliance 


taking a farewel Turn, they parted without 
his- being obliged to * himſelf on that 
Head. 
When he got home, he began to reflect 
on the Snare he had eſcaped, and rejoiced 
* that he had for that Time ſhunned the Rock 
of Matrimony, a Leap, now that his Sto- 


— 


5 


to, but not in the naughty Meaning which 


honourable way, for I had ſome Thought 


without Conditions, and have put myſelf 
out of all hopes that you will ever repair 


began to weep bitterly, and Billario com - 


ing to love her eternally. She talked of 


as often as ſhe mentioned it, ſo that after 


mach was ſtaid, he Was under no manner 
1 
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(75) 
of Danger of taking, at leaſt with Julia. 
But he could not help being a little cha- 
orined at Moderno, whom he looked upon 
as his Rival, and concluded, that he would 
obſerve more than ordinary Caution before 
him, leſt he might diſcover by the Optics 
of a Rival, what might eſcape him as a 
Tutor. He was at ſome loſs what to 
think of his making Love; for he knew 
his Circumſtances ſuch as did not ſuit with 
the Charge of a Wife and Family, and he 
had too great an Opinion of his auſtere 
Sanctity, to believe he could be ſo profane 

as to think of a meer Miſtreſs. This 
puzzled Billaris, and put him upon laying 
a Scheme to come at his Thoughts of Ju- 
lia. That ſame Evening, they fell into 
Converſation about the Widow and her 
Daughter, and Billario deſignedly dropt 
ſome ſlighting Expreſſions of Julia, fup- 
poſing if Moderno had any Eſteem for that 
Lady, he would not entertain a Converſati- 
on to her Diſadvantage; hut Moderno heard 
him charge her with Levity, Sc. without 
the leaſt Emotion, and only ſaid, he was 
glad to find he was ſo good a Judg e of 
Women, but that Miſs Julia was well 
enough to paſs a vacant Hour with, and, 
her Company leſs dangerous than Women 

22 0 
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of brighter Qualifications. But I thought, 
added he, that you. had a very great Re- 
gard for that Lady, and had. made uſe of 
her natural Diſpoſition to forward your De- 
ſign upon her; for I cannot imagine a 
young Gentleman of your Years can. be ſo 
often in the Company of a Woman, whoſe 
Perſon is far from diſagreeable, without 
having ſome warm.Thoughts of her, which 
I am of Opinion Miſs Julia would not dif- 
courage on her Part. Come, continued; 
he, obſerving Billario bluſh, there is no: 
great Crime for one in your Circumſtances 
to be deſirous of knowing what a fine Wo- 
man is made of, provided Things are. not 
carried to Exceſs, ſo as to interfere with 
Matters. of more ſerious Concern, and are 
conducted with Decency ; and if you have 
any ſuch Inclination, you cannot deal with 
more Safety than in the Widow's Family, 
nor I believe where you can be more ac- 

ceptable. | 55 
Billario, a little encouraged with this. Diſ- 
courſe, but not fully ſatisfied that it was 
not with a Deſign to pump him, kept ſtill 
-upon the Reſerve ; but ſaid, I own I have 
the Inclinations that are common to one of 
my Years: I am no more made of Iron or 
Steel than my Neighbours, but I would 
| not 


Wh „ 
not chuſe to hunt in other People's Purlieus. 
What mean you, replied Moderno, do you 
ſuſpect any particular Perſon to be at pre- 
ſent intimate with Julia? I do not think 
there is ; but though, if there were, I do 
not ſee that you need be ſo ſcrupulous with 
a Miſtreſs, whom you can have no Deſign 
to take into Keeping, ſince our Stay here 
is to be ſo ſhort. As for that Matter, re- 
plied Billario, J am not ſo delicate as to fall 
out with her about the Diſpoſition of her 
Favours, as long as there may be enough 
left for me after a Dozen have had her; 
but I would not chuſe to ſupplant” my 
Friend, wlio, perhaps, may have Views 
inconſiſtent with a free Commerce of that 
kind. Sure you do not ſuſpect me, re- 
turned Moderno, to have any Deſigns upon 
the Girl? If you do; you are utterly in 
the wrong, and to diſabuſe you, I mult let 
you into the Character of the Ladies, with 
my Deſign of introducing you there. I 
knew, Sir, that you muſt have Deſires na- 
tural to your Years, and that in this City 
a young Gentleman runs great Riſques, 
both of his Health and Reputation, in a 
Commerce with the common Girls of the 
Town. To prevent then your being tempt-, 
ed to have Recourſe to them, I introduced * 
2 you. 
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you to the Widow's, who, to let you into 


the Secret, has no other Method of Liv- 


ing, but by the private Proſtitution of her 
Girls to Men of Fortune and Fathion. She 
manages her Affairs with ſo much Pru- 


dence, that none of her Neighbours ſuſ- 


pect her Occupation, and none but thoſe 
who are under a Neceſſity of keeping the 
Secret for their own Sakes, are permitted 
any Favours at her Houſe. I did not 
think it prudent to repreſent them to you 
in this Light, left I ſhould raiſe ah Inclina- 
tion I had rather you had not, and might 
perhaps be dormant of itſelf; and if it 
was not, you had there an Opportunity of 
8 gratifying without any Danger to your Per- 

jon. The Widow and her Daughters too 
knew my Deſign, and they were directed 
to behave accordingly ; that is, with Re- 
ſerve and Decency, if that proved to be 
your Taſte ; and with Openneſs and Free- 
dom, if they found you that way diſpoſ- 
ed. The Widow ſuſpects you and Julia 
either are already, or will be very ſoon 
Hand and Glove together: You know beſt 
how far her Suſpicions are juſt, but from 
this you may ſee your Jealouſy of me is ill 
founded. I have obſerved, continued Ma- 


derno, that ever ſince I Jad the Honour to 


be 
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rigid and auſtere Cenſor upon your Actions, 
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be entruſted with the Direction of your 


Studies, that you have carried yourſelf 


with great Reſerve towards me, and ap- 


pear to have a kind of Damp upon your 
Spirits when in my Company. I ſhould be 
ſorry to give you any Cauſe to look up- 


on me as a Bug- bear; on the contrary, 
FE would have you honour me with your 


Friendſhip and Confidence; it is by this 
means, my Experience in the World can 
be of uſe to you, which I aſſure you will 
always make great Allowances for youthful 


Inclinations, which I know from long Ob- 
ſervation are not to be tied down to all the 


rigid Rules and Precepts of Philoſophy. Pa- 


rents, who perhaps have not ſeen the 
World, and have forgot their juvenile 
Thoughts, want ta plant.grey-headed Wil- 
dom on green Shoulders, and are unwilling 


to relax the ſmalleſt Punctilio of the ſever- 
eſt Morality. We are obliged ſometimes 
to humour them in their own Way, and 


conceal the Liberty we permit thoſe that 


are entruſted to our Care. My Behaviour 


has been correſpondent to this while I was 


in the Country, and under the Eye of your 
Father, which may have given you a No- 
tion that my Buſineſs about you, is to be a 
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and that! expect of you the ſam̃e ſedate 
Deportment as from a Man of Forty. No, 
my dear Sir, do not think ſo ; believe me 


only your Friend and Intimate, whom ſupe- 
rior Years and Experience have enabled to 
adviſe you in what may be moſt conducive 
to you Peace and Happineſs. 

' Billario was ſurprized and overjoyed, to 


hear the grave and ſeemingly auſtere Mo- 
derno talk i in a Strain, that bordered a little 


upon Profaneneſs, and from that Moment 
ſwore an inviolable Friendſhip to him, and 
that he would make him his Confidante in 
every Thing: And as a Proof of it, made 
him acquainted with every Step of his 
Amour with Julia, by which Moederno un- 
derſtood that both the Widow and her 


Daughter had a matrimonial Plot upon his 


Pupil. He was glad Hillario had eſcaped 
the Snare, though he ſaw it was a meer 
Chance, and the want of Management in 
the young Lady, who had not followed the 
Widow's Advice, of whom he was reſolv- 


ed to be revenged for her Treachery. He 
went immediately to Julia, and by ly In- 
ſinuations got out of her all that had paſſ- 
ed between her "and Billario; and as ſhe. 


had not Prudence to conceal the Article of 


the * but told that Affair all 


"819 
all its Particulars, ſhe gave Moderno an Op-- 


portunity of letting her underſtand he ſaw 
a farther Plot than a Piece of Gallantry ; 


and by Threats got at the Bottom of their 
Deſign, which was this: Julia was to be- 
have at Home in a demure manner, and 


to practiſe all the Arts of ftrit: Virtue and 
Honour; if that Behaviour took; then ſhe | 
was not to yield without a Prieſt; if not, 
the Diſguiſe was contrived to attack him 


with a leſs reſerved Carriage, which they ſup- 


poſed would moſt probably have ityWeight: | 


Bat in both Caſes, he was not: to be per- 


mitted to take Poſſeſſion of the Premiſes, 
on any other than matrimonial Terms. 
However, as it happened, Julia had not 
Cunning enough to manage an Affair of 


that Nature, and her Endeavours to con- 
ceal the. whole from Moderno, proved tlie 


Ruin of their whole Scheme, and loſt the 
Widow his Cuſtom ;; for from the Moment 
he had made a full Diſcovery of their Plot, 
he never permitted Billario to ſet foot in 


the Houſe, and gave him ſuch a Notion 


of the Danger he had eſcaped, that- he had 
no Inclination to have any farther- Com- 


merce with Julia of any ſort. 


Moderno having found out Billario's 
amorous Vein, and by his laſt G 8 
D 5 removed 


removed from his Mind the Impreſſion of 


his Tutor's Rigidity, ſoon gained upon his 
Temper, and became his entire Confidante; 


ſo that Billario was under no manner of Bo. | 


ſtraint, but frankly communicated all his 
Inclinations to Moderno, who took care to 
gratify him in every Reſpect, and per- 
mitted him to run into all the Extrava- 
gance of unbridled Youth, obſerving no 


other Decorum, but what was neceſſary o 
conceal their Courſe of Life from ſuch of 


Billario's Relations as they were obliged to 
viſit, before whom, both the Tutor and 
Pupil practiſed all the Grimace of Virtue 
and Piety, paſſing upon them by the moſt 


exquiſite Diſſimulation, for two of the ſo- 


bereſt Gentlemen of the Age. 

They even carried their Hypocriſy ſo 
far, as to be frequently ſeen at Church, 
not only on Sundays, but on Week Days; 
and behaved on theſe Occaſions with all the 
outward Marks of the moſt ſincere Devo- 
tion, though in their Hearts, they, per- 


haps, curſed the Parſon, and wiſhed the Ser- 


vice at the Devil. They were obliged to 
this kind of Behaviour, in order to obtain 


and preſerve the Eſteem of a. rich Citizen 


and near Kinſman of B:llario's, who being 
 bimſelf very 9 inclined, — 
ſm 


e. 22 
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bs 
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ſmall Tincture of Fanaticiſm he had im- 


bibed in his Youth, during the laſt Years- 


of the Uſurpation, when the whole King- 
dom was poſſeſſed with. a kind of religious 
Madneſs, was mightily pleaſed to find the 
Marks of Grace ſo pregnant in his young 
Kinſman, and on that Account, and to en- 
courage the young Saint in his pious 
Courſes, was profuſe of his Purſe, which 
was a ſtrong Temptation to Billario to con- 
tinue his Hypocriſy, becauſe his. other 
leſs religious Exerciſes . demanded more 
Money than the Allowance his Father made 


him would admit of, though that was very © 


liberal. Therefore when ever his Caſh ran 
low, he went to a Church in the. City, 


where he was ure to meet with: his old Kinſ- 


man; there he put on a demure Look for 
half an Hour, and repeated the Reſponſes 


with a zealous and fervent Spirit of- Devo- 


tion; which ſo charmed the Heart of the 


old Miſer, that he conſtantiy invited him 


home, and recruited thoſe Pockets, which 


had been emptied the Night before, not 


with Acts of Charity and Religion, but in 
Company with a Knot of ſuch pious: - 
Youths as himſelf, who, for the Improve- 
ment of their Morals by the virtuous Con- 

D:6... 4% 1 


(84) 
verſation of the Girls of the Town, uſed 
+ had to ſpend their Evenings toge- 
ther. 

But Billario did not grow profligate all 
at once; his Tutor in Iniquity was obliged 
to initiate him by flow and inſenſible De- 
grees; for to ſpeak the Truth, except a 
natural Proneneſs to the Fair Sex, Billario 
had no conſtitutional Vice to ſtruggle with, 
and the Care and Converſation of his firſt 
Tutor had inſtilled into his tender Mind 

the Seeds and firſt Principles of many good 
Qualities, which in Time might have been 
cheriſhed to great and good Purpoſes, and 
took Moderno ſome Pains to eradicate, 
Billario had a natural Openneſs of Temper, 
a ſtrong Antipathy to Falſhood and Pre- 
varication, and an innate Veneration for 
every Thing relating to Religion. Theſe 
were Virtues that ſtood in the way of Mo- 
derno's Views upon him, yet he durſt not 
attack them openly in Perſon, but led his 

© Pupil into ſuch Company as by Degrees 
laughed him out of every Thing that might 
be a Check upon the Gratification of any 
ſenſual A ppetite. 

After Moderno had di ſrovered Julia 8 
Plot upon Billario, as I have obſerved, he 
cept: him out of her Reach, not out of any 


per- 


(85) 


perſonal Repard to the Honour or Intereſt 
of his Pupil, but for his own Intereſt and 


Reputation, which he knew would ſuffer 
if he permitted ſuch a Step to be taken 
while under his Direction. And leſt he 
might be drawn into the ſame Snare by 
ſome one who had more Skill in laying 
and conducting a matrimonial Plot, he 
railed againſt Marriage with all the Wit 
and Malice he was Maſter of, and repre- 
ſented that State to his young Charge in 


the moſt hideous Colours, till he had 
wrought him up to-the greateſt Averſion 


for it. 

This Point gained, Moderno became leſs 
cautious of carrying his Pupil into all ſorts 
of Company and Converſation, particular- 


ly ſach as he himſelf generally kept when 


he laid aſide his virtuous Airs, and appear- 
ed in his own natural Colours. Theſe con- 


ſiſted chiefly of young Rakes of Quality, 
who had formerly profited under the Tui- 


tion of this hopeful travelling Governor; 


Players, Poets, Muſicians, old Bauds and 
young Whores. He had Acquaintance of 
all Claſſes, and ſet Hours for attending 
their Meetings at different Places of the 
Town, which he managed ſo artfully, that 


though he was every Night in ſome Scene 


of 
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of Debauchery or other, yet he came ſo 


ſeldom to the ſame Place, that he eſcaped 
being obſerved to be one of their Society. 


He firſt introduced Billaris to the das 


of them who obſerved the greateſt Deco- 


rum in their Debauches; from them to 


the next Degree, *till he had travelled 
through all the Scenes of Vice and Folly 
our Metropolis is able to exhibit, and Bil- 


lario 1n a 


excelled moſt of his Fellow-Students in 
Iniquity; could walk in that dark Path 
without Leading: ſtrings, and was in a fair 

way of groping out his Way 
without the help of a Guide. We ſhall 


only take a ſhort View of ſome of his Ram- 


bles in England, and then proceed to his 
Exploits in foreign Parts, on which the 


Hort Stay he made at London, had great 


Influence. 


A Night. or two after. his Affair with 
the Widows Daughter was blown up, 
Moderno and he walking in the Mall, at 
St. James g, were met by an Acquaintance 


of the former's, who ſeemed to be a Man 


of Threeſcore, but was dreſſed like a Boy 
of Fifteen, and what between the Anti- 
quity of his Phiz, and the Youthfulneſs of 


his 


>w. Weeks became ſo expert a 
Scholar in this Univerſity of Vice, that he 


to the Devil 


bk. dd 


* 22 
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his Dreſs and Converſation, he made in 


Billario's Eyes a very ridiculous Appear- 


ance. - However, as Moderno ſhewed him 


Reſpect, .and there appeared a great Inti- 


macy betwixt them, he refrained. treating 
him with that Contempt which his Appea- 

rance created in him, and received the 
Compliments the old Beau made him on 
Moderno's introducing them to each other, 


with as much Politeneſs as the ſmall Know- 


ledge he had yet of the Town would per- 
mit him; Captain Mrinkle, for that was 
the Beau's Name, grew all of a ſudden 
mighty fond of Billario, and by now and then 
throwing in a ſmall Diſh of Flattery, againſt 


which few young Men are very well arm- 


ed, got the better of his firſt Prepoſſeſſion, 


and in two or three Lengths of the Mall, 
from the maſt contemptible, - ridiculous 


Animal in Life, he hecame, in our young. 
Traveller's Eyes, the moſt accompiſhed, 
obliging, complaiſant Gentleman alive. 
He aſked Billario if he had feen any of 
the publick Diverſions, or if his Tutor had 


introduced him to any of the choice Spi- 


rits of the Town? 1 have been, replied 

Billario, at the Play, the Opera, and Maſ- 

querade, and was very well entertained at 

them, but that he was yet a — - . 
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ſuch good Company as he had mentioned, 
amongſt whom he ſuppoſed ſuch a Country 
Ruſtic would make but an aukward Figure, 
which he ſuppoſed: was the Reaſon Moder. 
no had not yet carried him into Aſſemblies 
where the Converſation: might be too po- 
lite for him to ſhare: in, which; however, 
he ſhould: be glad of; in hopes they would 
have Good nature enough to put up with. 
his Ignorance, till, by copying: from them, 
he might ſo far improve himſelf, as at 
length: to become ſupportable. Why, re- 
turned the- old Beau, Moderno has greatly 
injured you, and robbed the Beau Monde 
of ai great deal of Pleaſure which they 
might already have reaped-from-your Con- 
verſation: Indeed, Sir, you are too ſevere 
upon yourſelf; your Mien, your Dreſs, and 
every; Thing about you, pardon the Liber- 
ty I take of ſaying this to your Face, Sir, 
has quite the genteel and courtly Air of 
St. James 3. I could not think it poſſible 
that. ſuch Accompliſhments can be acquired 
in the Country; but. ſome are born with 
happy Talents, and beſides, you have fal- 
len into. good Hands; Moderno has ſeen 
ſo much of: the World, that but a Week's 
Converſation: with him poliſhes more than 
„a Twelve-month's Travel. Well, Billario, 
I pro- 
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I propheſy you will be the Darling of the 
Ladies, and make more Holes in their 
Hearts, than there are Patches on their 


Faces: Egad! - But you ſhall go 
with us to Locket's to-night, where a Set 


of Smarts are to meet, and are afterwards. 
to make the Grand Tour, which muſt be 
high Diverſion for one who has not ſeen 


the manner in which we Men of Pleaſure 
live. You have, hitherto, Sir, amuſed 
yourſelf in ſcouring after a poor Hare or a 
Fox, over Hills, Dales, and Five-bar- 
Gates, in imminent Danger of your Neck 


and then, when come Home, been oblig- 


ed to paſs the Evening in the dull Repeti- 


tion of the mighty Exploits of Ringwood: 


and Jotwler ; and rhe Heigth of your Plea» 
ſure was toaſting the Squire's cherry-cheek- 
ed Daughter, in dull. OFober, or ſophiſti- 
cated Port : But now, my: Hero, the Scene 
is changed ; you paſs the whole Day in a 
round of ſoft circling Delights, where 
every Senſe is raviſhed, and the Soul knows 
no Satiety from the infinite Variety of ſub- 
ſtantial Joy; and then, my Boy, inſtead 
of Hares and Foxes,, we make War upon. 
more noxious Animals, the Conſtable and 


Watch, and inſtead of Coney- Warrens. 
and Ferret-Holes, we demoliſh Bawdy- » 


Houſes, 
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Houſes unrig the Girls, and play a thou: 


er pleaſant Frolicks, to which the 


Strangers, and cannot conceive the moſt 


5 diſtant Idea of the dear Pleaſure which we 


enjoy in theſe Midnight Sallies. 


This Deſcription of a Town Ramble, 


had too much of Novelty in it not to take 
the Fancy of our young Adventurer: He 


had conceived a high Notion of the polite 
Accompliſhments of Captain Wrinkle, and 
was eager to merit thoſe Applauſes he had 


ſo liberally beſtowed upon him, and to be 
initiated into that Society, whoſe Pleaſures 


were ſo much refined, that they quite ſur- 


paſſed his ruſtic Apprehenſion of Things; 
therefore you may ſuppoſe the Scene chang- 


ed from the Mall to Locket's, where an ex- 
penſive Supper, and plenty of generous 
Wine, gave freſh Vigour to the youthful 


Imagination, and ſtifled all former Notions 


of Temperance and rational Pleaſures. The 


Company, by a Whiſper, were made ac- 
quainted with the 


Squire, and his Addreſs and Air were ſuf— 
ficient to let them into the Secret of his 
being a Novice in the Town, and all its 
Ways; they received him with abundance of 
NON, praiſed him with one ſide of 

their. 


Quality of our young 


he 
ter 


(91) | 
their Faces, while with the other they laugh- 
ed at the awk ward Simplicity of his Manners. 
Some of them were inelinable to make 
merry with him, and to play off their Wit 
at him, as the Butt of the Company, but - 
Moderno's Preſence kept them within 


= Bounds, he not caring to allow them to 
carry Matters too far, for fear of diſcou- 


raging his Pupil, whom he intended to en- 
gage into a Liking for all the mad Fro- 
licks of that thoughtleſs Claſs of Mortals, 


| as moſt ſuitable to his own Taſte, and the 


Deſigns he had upon him. | 
Billario behaved pretty well, and took 
ſome Sallies of Raillery which were now 


and then played off againſt him, for Wit, 


and Arguments of the Regard the Com- 


_ pany had for him; for he thought they 


honoured him by permitting him to be 
of their Society, though the Group conſiſt- 


ed of younger Brothers, who lived by ſharp- 


ing, diſbanded Captains, debauched Poets, 


and ſuperannuated Players; but ſuch as 
they were, he thought them the beſt Com- 


pany in the World. - After ſome Hours 
ſpent in Riot, Noiſe and Nonſenſe, they 
let about their Grand Tour, and prepared 


for the mighty Enterprize of demoliſhing 
Lamps, beating the Watch, and ſcouring. , 


the 


_ 
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the Streets. Captain Vyinkla was. Com: 
mander in Chief, and led the Van, while 
Moderno brought up: the Rear with his Pu- 
pil, who wanted Experience enough to be 
truſted in a more advanced Station. The 
firſt Houſe they entered was a noted Bap- 
nio, where they met with a-Covey of Town 
Partridges, which Billario liked better than 
all he had ever drawn a Net over in the 
Country, and amongſt them Miſs M— 
the famous Poſture Girl, whoſe Preſence 
put our. Company of Ramblers upon the 
Crotchet of ſhewing their new Aſſociate a 
Scene, of: which he had never ſo much as. 
dreamed before. 2 

They were ſhewed a large Room, Wine 
was brought in, the Drawer diſmiſſed, and 
after a Bumper the Ladies were ordered to 


prepare. They immediately ſtripped ſtark 


naked, and mounted: themſelves on the 
middle of the Table. Billario-was greatly 
ſurprized at this Apparatus, and not leſs 


puzzled in gueſling for what Purpoſe the 


Girls had poſted themſelves. on that Emi- 
nence. They were clean limbed, freſh: 
complexioned, and had Skins as white as 


the driven Snow, which was heightened by 


the jet-black Colour of their. Hair. They 


had very good Faces, -and the natural Bluſh 
which, 


( 93 )» 


which glowed: onctheir Cheeks (in ſpite of 
the Cuſtom of their Trade, on ſeeing ſo 


many Men fix their Eyes on that Part 
which all other Women chuſe to hide) 
rendered them in Bellario's Mind, finiſhed 
Beauties, and. fit. to rival Venus herſelf, who 
could not appear more lovely, had ſhe thus 


W fat for her Picture to Apelles. 


The uncommon. Figure afforded a very 


odd ſort of Amuſement to Bellario, which 
| was more heightened by the. reſt of the 
Ceremony which theſe Wantons went 


through. Then they went through the 


| ſeveral Poſtures and Tricks made uſe of 
to raiſe debilitated Luſt, when. cloy'd with 
natural Enjoyment. 'Bellario began now 
to be diſguſted at the prodigious Impu- 
dence of the Women; he found in him- 


ſelf no more of that uneaſy Emotion he 
felt at their firſt ſetting out, and was de- 
ſirous of the Company's dimiſſing them; 
but his Companions would not part with 
them, till they had gone through the whole 
of their Exerciſe ; the. Nymphs, who raiſ- 
ed a freſh Contribution on every new Diſ- 


covery of their impudent -Inventions, re- 
-quired no. Entreaties to. gratify the young 


Rakes, but proceeded, without the leaſt 


Senſe of Shame, to ſhew them how . 


far 


3 
far Human Nature could debaſe it. 
ſelf. 155 
This laſt Exploit. inflamed theſe Sons of 
Debauchery ſo much, that they propoſed, 
as a Concluſion of the Scene, -that each 
Man ſhould chuſe his Lady. But this was 
a Step the Nymphs would not comply 
with, it being the Maxim of theſe Dam- 


ſels, never to admit of the Embraces of 


the Men, for-fear of ſpoiling their Trade. 
This very much ſurprized Bellario, who 


from their former Behaviour, perſwaded 


himfelf there - could not be invented any 


Species of Wickedneſs with which they 
would not hues 3 6 for the Sake of Mo- 


ney; and though before this their Refuſal, 


their abandoned Qbſcenity had quite ſtifled 


all thoughts of lying with them, yet now 
his Deſires were as ſtrong as if they had 


been modeſt Virgins, and he had ſeen no- 


thing of their Wantonneſs; ſo that he 
became as earneſt to oblige them to 


comply, as any Man of the Company; 
but the Girls remained inflexible, dreſſed 


.themſelves in the greateſt Hurry, and could 
be prevailed on by no Entreaties to ſtay 
longer in the Company. The Gentlemen, 


who believed it all Grimace, and that they 
ſtood off only to enhance their wg > w 
; 448 ere 
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fered what Money they pleaſed ; but that 
had no Effet; and one of them, who 
ſeemed to be a Girl of an uncommon Ge- 
nius, addreſſed herſelf to the Company in 


this manner. Gentlemen, [ cannot blame 


« you for having a very mean Opinion of 


© us, and for believing that after the Scenes 
ve have gone through to- night, we have 
no remains of Virtue or Modeſty left, but 
I can aſſure you, I have as great an A- 
verſion to Whoring, (and I may venture 
to ſay as much for thoſe who are here 
© with me) as ſome Women who are nice- 


© ly ſcrupulous in every other Reſpect; 
and, however ſtrange you may think it, 


— 


muy Mind is as little tainted by the Life 


] am obliged to lead, and have purſued 


from my Infancy, as it was before I was 


capable of knowing the Diſtinction of the 


© Sexes.” | ROE. 
By this Time their Fire was in ſome 


meaſure abated, and they did not inſiſt ſo 
viiolently upon their firſt Propoſal, but per- 


mitted the Ladies to depart, and were con- 
tented to ſend for ſome leſs reſerved, and 
who had not ſuch odd Notions of Chaſtity. 


And now our Revellers propoſed to ad- 


journ their Ramble for that Night, and to 


ſpend the Remainder of it by lying in 
| > 7 "Rn 
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more he was vexed, the leſs capable he * 
. 
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State, that is, each with a Brace of Girls. 
The Ladies were ſent for, and every Gen- 
tleman made his Election by Balloting, and 
then retired to their reſpective Apartments 
with their Bona Roba's. 

Bellario liked a Girl well enough, but he 
found no great Stomach for two of them 
at a Time; and had ſo much Country 
Baſhfulneſs left, that he ſcarce knew how 
to behave between them. But theſe ſort 
of Creatures know .how to baniſh Modeſty, 


and every Thing elſe that tends to baulk 


their View ; they -placed our young Tra- 
veller in the middle between them, and 
uſed. all the Tricks and Freedom they could 


invent to animate him to Action. Bellario 
had nothing frigid in his Conſtitution, but 


he found himſelf ſo much embarraſſed how 


to pleaſe two at a Time, and ſhock'd with 


the Thoughts of having a Witneſs to an 
Action he had always obſerved the greateſt 
Privacy in, that he was little better than 
a Statue, for the firſt Quarter of an 
Hour he was in Bed, and frequently wiſh- 
ed them both at the Devil: for to his o- 
ther Perplexity was added the Shame he 
thought incapable, a Secret he could not 
hide from their buſy Fingers; and the 


„ 
of helping himſelf. But at laſt, the Heat 


of Blood got the better of his Embarraſſ- 


ment. Their warm Dalliance brought the 
Spirits to their proper Channels, when Bel- 
lario had begun to deſpair of finding his 
Vigour return. He now reſolved not to 
loſe the Opportunity, by deliberating which: 


of the two he ſhould begin with, but taking 


the one that lay moſt convenient, he gave 
a ſufficient Proof of his Virility, which 
ſome Moments before. there was ſome Rea- 
ſon to call in Queſtion ; and before Morning 
he gave each of them Reaſon enough 
to be pleaſed; with his Manhood, as they 
were with his Liberality, before they went 
away; for he tipped each of them a Yel- 
low-Boy, treated them with Breakfaſt, and 
ſent them home-in their Chairs. This he. 
did very early, and got home to his Lodg- 
ings without calling for his Companions ; 
for he begun to be crop-ſick, and was afraid 
of a freſh Debauch if he ſtaic. 
Moderno came home about an Hour af- 
ter, and told Billario, that the Company 
were charmed with his Behaviour and Con- 
verſation, and had made him promiſe, in 
his Name, to meet them at Night in the 
lame Place; but Billario deſired to be ex- 
cuſed for that Night, as he found himſelf 


à little out of Order, and durſt not venture 


E | too 


ä 
too much at once on his Conſtitution, be- 
fore he had ſeaſoned it by Degrees. It 
was not proper for the Futor to urge too 
much againſt ſo good an Excuſe, and there- 
fore gave him a Reſpite for that N ight. 

In a Day or two after, Billario met with 
ds ſame Set, and made the Tour of the 


Bawdy-Houſes in general, and .by that 


means became acquainted with the Man- 


ners and Cuſtoms of the Hundreds of Dru- 


ty and Covent Garden. They compleated 
their Ramble by breaking a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Lamps, and the Heads of as many 
Watchmen, and were marching home in 
Triumph, when they encountered at Tem- 
Pe- Bar, a Poſſe of the Watch carrying off 
a Gentleman, who appeared by his Dreſs 
to be of ſome Faſhion. Our Gallants 
thought themſelves in Honour bound to 
relieve the Diſtreſſed, and boldly attacked 
his Guard, who were put into ſome Diſor- 


der at the firſt Onſet; but a freſh Supply 


coming from the neighbouring Garriſons, 
| they ralhed again, and attacked our Scower- 
ers with great Fury. The Fight was bloody 
and obſtinate, and Victory ſeemed doubtful 
which Side to favour; but at laſt ſhe de- 
elared for the Magiſtrate of the Nighr, who 
EC "our en Phan and carried eve- 


ry 


(WW) 
ry Mother's Son of them to his Watch» 


| houſe. 


Its of no great Moment to the Riendas 
to deſcribe the Bruiſes, Bangs, and Wounds, 
received by the reſt, of the Warriors: It is 

enough for us to tell you, that Billario and 


E his pious Tutor, Moderno, received many 
| honourable Scars in this terrible Conflict, 
ſo many, that Billario was quite out of 


Conceit with this kind of Diverſion. But 
when he found himſelf kennel'd with a 
Pack of greaſy- looking Raſcals, in a Hole 


ſo full of the Stench of Gin and Tobacco, 
that it ſeemed the Antichamber to the in- 


fernal Regions, he grew quite ſick of the 


Frolick, and could not for his Life con- 
ceive what Wit chere was in bloody Noſes and 


broken Pates, which ſeemed to be the Sum 
Total of all the Fun they had met with. 


By the Time the Chagrin of their Confine- 
ment and Defeat had cooled the Fumes of 


the Wine, which till now operated ſtrong- 


ly on their Brains, they had all Matter of 
ſerlous Concern to look after: For upon 


Enquiry into the Quality of the Gallant, 
on whoſe Account they had engaged in 

this Scrape, they found the Gentleman was 
neither better nor worſe than a Thief, who 
had been caught 2 a Silver Tan- 
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card. from the Gentleman and Porter Ale. 
houſe. The Goods had been found upon 
him before he had got out of the Houſe, 
and he was for this Fact, which he could 


not handſomely deny, marching to the 


Watch - houſe, when our Gentry took it in- 
to their Heads to reſcue him, which they 


effected indeed, for the Spark made off 


when his Guards were firſt put into Diſor- 


der; and now our Gallants were ſuppoſed 


to be of his Party, and the Publican who 
came to ſee them, ſwore he would proſe- 
cute them all. It was to no purpoſe to al- 
ledge they were Gentlemen and Men of 
Quality, the Citizen did not value their 
fine Appearance; he ſaid, the Fellow who 
pocketed his Tankard, was as well dreſſed 
as the beſt of them, and for aught he 
knew, looked juſt as honeſt in the Face, 
therefore he would make bold to wait up- 
on the Gentlemen before the Lord Mayor, 


who had wonderful Talents in Phyſiogno- 
my, and could diſcover a Rogue, though 


dreſſed in Velvet, at the very firſt Sight. 
Our Group of Rakes would have Jaugh- 


ed at being carried before a Magiſtrate for 


breaking Windows, or beating the Watch; 
that was no uncommon Thing with moſt 


of them; but to be 9 of being in 
* —— 


(101) 
League with Thieves and Pickpockets, 


was an Affair of another Aſpect, eſpecially 
as the Thief was gone, and the Circum- 


ſtances made ſo much againſt them. They 
were all now in dbleful Dumps, and curſed 
their Ramble from the Bottom of their 
Hearts; but none of them had ſo much 


Cauſe to be alarmed as Moderno, whoſe 


whole Stock of Reputation ſeemed: to be 
laid upon this one Caſt of the Dice; for 
the very Company he had introduced his 


Pupil to, if known, would ruin him with 
the ſober Part of his Relations, and the 


bringing him into ſuch a Scrape, as to lay 


him under the Suſpicion of Felony, would 


ruin him with all Mankind. 
Had it been a common Frolick, Money 


could have prevented its being made pub- 
lick; but this was a Crime which even the 
| Conſtable would not commute without the 


Warrant of a Magiſtrate, which was all 
they dreaded, eſpecially a City Magiſtrate, 


who they knew would make Conſcience of 
trouncing à Rake, in Revenge of the Fa- 
vours that Claſs of Gentry generally beſtow 


on Aldermen's Wives and Daughters. Bil- 
lario was afraid, above all Things; that ic 
ſhould come to the Ears of his: —— Rela- 
tongs: who would loſe their Opinion of his 
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denies after ſo manifeſt a Breach of the 
Laws of Sobriety. What Courſe to take 
he was quite at a Loſs; for the more ear- 


neſt. they ſeemed to be for their Liberty, 


the ſtronger were the Suſpicions of their 
being actually concerned in the Robbery. 
At laſt one of the Company, who had ſlept 
ever ſince they were taken into Cuſtody, 
awaked, and being come to his Senſes, 


afked where they were, and what was the 


Matter. Moderno told him their doleful 
Story, and how much it concerned him to 
get out of the Scrape without himſelf or 
his Pupil being known. The Gentleman 


was Brother to a noble Peer, who was very 
well known to moſt. of. the: Magiftrates in 
and about Landon om Account of his noc- 
turnal Froticks: On a folemn Confultation 
it was refolved, that he ſhould be ſent for 
-mmecincely, to help them our of the 


A Courier was difpatched to all 


the Bawdy-Houſes in Town, to find the 
Peer, for it was yet tod early to expect him 
at his own Houſe, He was at laſt met 
with, and came, attended by half a Dozen 
ef his Brother Nobles, - 


to the Relief of 


o diſtreſſed 
On hearing the — of the Caſe, he 
Proceed. to bally _ ä * 

reat 


(203) 


threatned to pull his Watch-houſe ahone 


his Ears, if he 1 not immediately releaſe 


the Gentlemen. But the Fellow, by Trade 
a2 Butcher, and naturally furly, bid Defi- 


ance to the Peer, and told him bluntly, if 
he pretended to inſult him in his Office, 
he would make bold to ſecure his Lord- 
ſhip with his C nions, and anſwer for 
it to the Houſe of Peers next Day. Find- 
ing they could make nothing of the Brute, 
they had Recourſe to an Alderman of their 
Acquaintance, whom they knocked up, to 
procure his Warrant for diſcharging the 
Priſonets; in lefs than an Hour the Alder- 


man, out of Reſpect to the Peer, came in 


Perſon to deliver his Brother. The whole 
Company was over. joyed on the Proſpect 


of being releaſed out of the Clutches of 
theſe unmannerly Fellows, -who. had no 
more Reſpect for laced Clothes and a Bag- 
"Wig, than for a Chimney-Sweeper. But 


how confounded were Moderne and Billa- 
rio, when the City Alderman proved to be 


their religious Friend, out of whoſe Pocket 
they had drawn ſome Hundreds by an out- 
ſide Shew of Sanctity and Devotion, and 
ratling at ſuch Pranks as they were now 
caught in. They both ſtood like Mutes, 
—— of Motion or Utterance, and 
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| < 104. * 
the pious Citizen was amazed as if hehad 


feen a Spirit. How now, Kinſman, ſays het 
he, is this the Effect of your being at 1 * 
Prayers but Yeſterday Afternoon; do you 2 
ſerve God in the Morning and the Devil at * 
Night? But I ſee through your Hypocriſy, 1 
and ſhall find a Way to puniſh both you | 12 
and that Varlet who has the Care of you, Sur 
and whoſe Years and Experience ought to | 0 
have kept you from ſuch vile Courſes. | | 6 
came (turning to the Peer) my Jord, to = 
releaſe your Brother, I ſhall be as good as W 
my Word, but for theſe two Gentlemen, Kir 
1-will have them expoſed in all the Streets * 
in the City, to teach ſuch Hypocrites not * 
to make a Mock of Religion, and uſe it as vel 
a Pimp to their wicked Appetites. | 
The Peer was confounded,” and vexed to Au 
find, that by the very means he intended 1 
to ſerve theſe Gentlemen, he had expoſed ſhe 
'them to all the bad Conſequences they = 
dreaded: by a Diſcovery ; he endeavoured _— 
to pacify the Citizen, and told him, he N 
could not conceive what he took ſo much ver 
amiſs in his Kinſman, ſince he was ſure he E 
was in very good Company the Night be- 1 
fore, and met with the other Gentlemen _ 
. by meer Accident. Let me tell JS. my, 61 
5 nes — the 2 neither your Com- "Tow 


pany, (po) 


S 


” en % ef — > 7 
3 2 9 
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pany, nor your Brother's, are likely to be- 


nefit ſuch a one as I took my Nephey to 


be : But it is not he I ſo much blame, for 


he muſt be ignorant of the Town; it is 


that Wretch Moderno, who has no Excuſe 
to plead, and ought to have prevented this. 


Moderno had by this Time recovered his 


Surprize, and thought of an Excuſe. He 


interrupted the Alderman, and told. him, 
if he would have Patience to hear him, he 


would convince him that he had no Reaſon 
to find Fault with his Conduct in this Af- 


fair, ſince every Thing that could be pre- 


ſumed againſt him, happened by pure Ac- 
cident. You know, added he, that I tra- 
velled with Mr. L youngeſt Son of 
the Counteſs of , this noble Lord's 

Aunt, and am very much indebted to that 
Lady for the Countenance ſhe has always: 
ſhewn me. As ſoon as I came to Town 


with Billario, I introduced him to that Fa- 


mily, which I hope was neither a. Crime in 
me, nor a Diſhonour to him; he has been 


very well received. and he and I paſſed the 


Evening there laſt Night with her ſecond. 
Son, who goes this Day to Flanders; there 
we met with.theſe Gentlemen, and happened 
to leave the Counteſs in Company. Near 


Lemple Bar we met with theſe Fellows, 
(pointing to the Watch) who I believe 


E 5 * © yn 
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le ot otherwiſe affronted ſome of the 

mpany, on Which a Fray enſued; you 
would not have had Billario and 1 land 
ſtill, when we faw Gentlemen of their 
*Rank inſulte c. 

Though every Word of this was a Ly ye, 
. and the Alderman was ſtrongly meine to 
ſuſpect the Truth of it, yet every Man of 
the Company vouched for the Veracity of 
the Narration, though ſome of them had 
"never heard of che Counteſs, much leſs had 
been in her Houſe that Night. The good- 
natured Citizen was prevailed on to diſ- 
charge the Priſoners, and invited Billaris 
next Day to dine with him, where he read 
him a Lecture againſt bad Company, Wo- 
men, Wine, and late Hours, to the Tune 
of the Hundred and Nineteenth Pſalm, 


to which Billario pretended to give vaſt 


Attention, though he profited very little 
13 It. | However, by his Grimace, he re- 
inſtated himſelf in the Alderman's Favour, 
and had from him a freſh Supply of Mo- 
hey, of which he was very much in want. 
But to ſhew that Misfortunes never come 
alone, and that Folly is always productive 
of Miſchief of one kind or other; in this 
Viſit to the Alderman, which the Ramble 
e Billario loſt his Heart to a young 


demure 


( 107 
demure Quaker Girl, who chanced to dine 


there. She was in Company with her Mo- 


ther, a very grave devout Woman, whom 
the Alderman treated with great Reſpect. 

© Billario had never ſeen any of that Sect 
before, and the Oddneſs of their Manner, 
and Sigularity of Dreſs, engaged his At- 
tention all the Time of Dinner, The Daugh- 
ter was about Sixteen, tall, finely limbed 
and as finely ſhaped, her Complexion fair, 


and her Features exactly regular, with two 


large blue Eyes, which ſpoke the Warmth 
of her Heart, in ſpight of the cold demure 
Look ſhe affected to wear. Her Conver- 
ſation was lively for one of her Profeſſion, 


and her Air every way attracting, though. 


ſne ſeemed to do every thing with the 
greateſt Indifference, and with that Chaſti- 
ty and Simplicity of Manners peculiar to 


that Set in whoſe Principles ſhe had been 


educated. 
The old Gentlewoman her Mother, ap- 


, peared the Remains of a fine Woman; her 
Humour, though under the Reſtraint of 


an outſide Formality, was polite and face- 


tious. She ſeemed 7 well acquaint- 
ed with the World, and had really as little 


Stiffneſs or Moroſeneſs in her Temper, as 


1 thoſe who — to a leſs rigid Behavi- 
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our, and excepting a few ſtarch'd Phraſes 
peculiar to the People ſhe had been moſt 
converſant with, ſhe had nothing in her 
Converſation, but what we might ſuppoſe 
to have met with in that of the Eugliſb 
Matrons in the Days of Queen Elizabetb, 
when Virtue and Modeſty were the diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks of a well bred Woman, 
before a forward maſculine Carriage, and 
petulant, pert, affected. Converſagon, were 
miſtaken for good Breeding. <., 

The Beauty of Suſanna's Perſon, and 
the Plainneſs of her Dreſs and Manners, 
firſt engaged Billario's Attention. He was 
ſurprized to ſee ſo much Beauty as the 
Daughter poſſeſſed, the Progeny of ſuch an 
"antiquated Piece of Furniture as he con- 
ceived - the Mother to be; for at firſt he 
looked upon that Lady as Siſter to ſome 
of the old Pictures in his Father's Gallery. 
But when he heard them ſpeak, and was a 
little habituated to the Peculiarity of their 
Style, he conceived a Veneration for the 
one, and felt ſomething about his Heart 


for the other, which wanted a warmer Epi- 


thet to explain i it, than W N or 


Eſteem. 


He liſtened to — with Pleaſure, 


* which he had not experienced i in the Con- 


* 8 verſation 
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verſation of other Women, and the Singu- 


larity of her Phraſe was now ſo far from being 
looked upon as ridiculous, that he thought 
all other manner of Speech impertinent, 


and fancied, ſuch muſt have been the Lan- 
guage of Angels, when they came to com- 


municate any heavenly Meſſage to ſome 
favourite Mortal. Her Words were all 
Harmony; the Symphony of the Spheres 
could not be more raviſhing to his Ear, 
than the Syllables ſhe uttered. He gazed 
upon her inceſſantly, and was ſo much 
taken up with the Pleaſure of ſurveying her 
Charms, that he even infringed the Bounds 
of good Manners, was guilty of ſeveral Ab- 
ſurdities during the Time of Dinner, and 
put the fair Quaker often to the Bluſh ; but 
it was all unknown to him, for he was ſo 
abſorbed in deep Contemplation of this new 
Beauty, that he was quite abſent from him- 
ſelf, which was ſoon taken Notice of by the 


old Alderman, who played off ſome of his 


City Raillery on that Occaſion, and by that 
means gave our Lover an Opportunity to 


recall his ſcattered Senſes, at leaſt, ſo much 


as to enable him to behave with more De- 


0 = 
Dinner being ended, and the Ladies re- 


tired, while the Gentlemen finiſhed the 
other 
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other Bottle, the Alderman, his Kinſman, 
told Billario, that he was glad to fee he 
took Notice of the [lovely Suſanna ;. for 
added he; it is a Sign your Mind is not vi- 
tiated with the wild Notions of the Youth 
of the preſent Age, who make a Jeſt of 
every Thing that has the leaſt Appearance 
of Modeſty, Virtue and Religion. To ſuch, 
Billario, continued he, my Coulin Suſanna 
charming as ſhe is, would appear but as 
a proper Subject for their Raillery, as ſhe 
obſerves a Behaviour different from the 
looſe but modiſh Airs of our Court Ladies; 
I ſee you are not ſhocked at the Appear- 
ance of Virtue; Nay, I dare ſwear, you are 
more charmed with the Modeſty of her Be- 
haviour and Converfation, than with the 
Beauties of her Perſon, though theſe are 
- ſufficient Allurements to any Man. 


I am, replied Billaro, charmed with eve- 


ry Thing about her, more than I have been 
with any Woman I ever ſaw; and as ſhe 
is your Relation, and one you ſeem to have 
an Eſteem for, I ſhould be glad to culti- 
vate an Acquaintance with her, by your 
Permiſſion, for I am ſure I muſt be pro- 
fitably amuſed in ſuch Company as ſhe and 


her Mother ſeem to be, and hope you will 


introduce me to them in a particular man- 
ner 
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ner when they return. Hold there, my 
young Kinfman, replied the Alderman, not 
ſo faſt, Sir; I am for no particular Intro- 
ductions at preſent ; I love my Kinſwoman 
Suſanna very well, but not quite well 
enough to recommend her to you for a 
Wife ; nor is ſhe ſo indifferent to me, as 
to ſuffer me to permit you to gain any 
ground on her Affections on leſs honour- 
able Terms, if I can help it. She is beau- 
tiful, ſenſible, virtuous and modeſt; theſe 
are all fine Qualifications in a Wife, Billa- 
rio, but there is a main Article wanting, 
without which all will not do with us old 
People; that is Money, my Boy: She has 
not above Ten Thouſand Pounds to her 
Portion; and I expect by the Time you 
have ſeen all the Courts in Zurope, you 
may meer with a Girl who has, and will 
freely part with, four Times that Sum, for 
a Huſband fo accompliſhed as you ought 
to be after fo many Advantages and Im- 
provements of Birch, and Education, and 
ſo forth. Therefore no more of this little 
Saint; I ſee ſhe has caught your Fancy, 
and for that Reaſon I will keep you aſun- 
der if I can, for fear one or both of you 
| ſhould do a fooliſh thing, for I ſhould be 
LES 4 Is | heartily 5 
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_. heartily ſorry, if you marry her, on your wan 
Account, and as heartily vexed if you de- is a 
bauched her, on her wn. ſoor 
I hope, Sir, ſaid Billario, 1 may have han 
the Pleafure of converſing with a virtuous | To! 
Woman, and a Woman of Senſe, without One 
having Deſigns of either Kind. I know lifts 
too little of her and myſelf, to have the | IM 
moſt diſtant Thoughts of Matrimony, and co0 
I fee too much Virtue and Modeſty in her Ene 
Behaviour, to form any Schemes of ano- Fin. 
ther kind; all I propoſed, Sir, from my hav 
Acquaintance, was the Pleaſure of paſſing per 
ſo much of my Time in ſuch rational En- my 
tertainment, as I am ſure her Con verſa- Nor 
tion could afford me. Yes, Rational, re- hoy 
turned the Alderman, and Irrational too: anc 
She can afford you any kind of Entertain- ſtar 
ment; but neither you, nor ſhe, are by ber 
any means to be truſted together; for 1 the 
aſſure you, that little Cuſarna, as much a am 
Saint as ſhe looks to be, is made up of the 
errant Fleſh and Blood, with a long Train Pet 
of Paſſions, and Appetites, and Affections, bei 
which are every Morning in an Uproar to 
be employed on their proper Objects. At | "ay 
WI 


preſent, poor Thing, with the Help of her 

Prayers, the Force of good Example, and 
ea virtuous Education ; ; nth above all, the © T 
want 8 
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want of Opportunity: and Importunity, ſhe 
is able to keep all quiet within; but as 
ſoon as a young Fellow with a proper, 
handſome Perſon to introduce him, a fly 
Tongue to plead for him, Opportunity in 
one Hand, and Importunity on the other, 
liſts himſelf on the Side of Fleſh and Blood, 
| lam afraid that Devotion might begin to 
| | cool, that Virtue would nod, and in the 
End, the Saint perhaps become a meer 
Sinner. It is true, at preſent, you may 
have no ſuch Notions in your Head, and 
perhaps mean only to amuſe yourſelf with. 
my pretty Couſin, but ſhe has Tempta- 
tions about her, you are not Proof againſt ; 
how can you ſee that ſnowy Boſom heave 
and pant, without being moved by it, or. 
ſtand the Brunt of thoſe piercing Eyes of 
her's ?- In ſhort, Billario, I cannot view 
the Charms of her Perſon myſelf, old as I 
am, without being ſtrongly agitated. How 
then can you think to withſtand the united 
Pefections of her Body and Mind, without 
being affected by them, either to the ruin 
of your Peace, Intereſt, or Reputation? 1 
ſay, when an old Veteran like me, armed 
with Philoſophy, Prudence, Impotence, _ 
and old Age, can ſcarce ſtand my Ground: 
P after this Night, my dear Bil- 
| arid, 
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lario, | expect you to avoid the Sight of 
this fair Baſiliſk, and if ſhe has raiſed any 


_ unruly Emotions in you, either ſtifle them 


with Prayers and Abſtinence, or if that 


will not do, (added he ironically) I fancy 
you may find a Cooler before you get to 
your Lodgings, who may anſwer to all In- 


tents. and Purpoſes, as well as Suſanna, 


whoſe Company, I aſſure you, is more dan- 
2 than that of twenty Street. Wal. 
Billario had by this Time conceived fo 
high an Opinion of the fair Quaker, that 
he thought this laſt Aſſertion of the old 
Gentleman's bordered upon Prophanation, 
for his Ideas at prefent, as he had not time 


to examine himſelf, appeared to be purely 


ſeraphic, .and free from all earthly Mix- 
ture, and he was about to make the wor- 
_ thy Citizen a Reply ſvitable to the Indig- 

«nity he thought he offered his Miſtreſs, by 
comparing her to the moſt abandoned Part 
of her Sex; when Modern, who had 


been all this Time filent, and had obſerv- 


ed, from the old Gentleman's manner of 
Expreſſion, that he had ſome ſelfiſh Mo- 
tives in what he ſaid to Billaris, feaſonably 
changed the Diſcourſe, leſt the young one's 
Temper, naturally warm, might have 

_ prompted 


1 _ = 4 ve * * 


one poſſeſſed, or out of his Wits. 


MT 


_ prompted him to ſay ſomething that might 


prove diſagreeable to the Dignity of our 
City Magiſtrate, and thereby incur his 


Diſpleaſure, which would have been very 
inconvenient, as their Affairs then ſtood. 


In a little Time after, Coffee being call- 
ed for, the Ladies joined Company, and in 
ſpight of the grave Lecture that had been 
read to him on the Danger of being toa 
familiar with Su/auna's Charms, Billario 


gazed upon them inceſſantly, and drank in 


greedily full Draughts of the love- ſick Po- 


tion; he was the more eager in his De- 


voirs to her, as his Kinſman had warned 


him that this was the laſt Time he had any 
Chance of ſeeing the lovely Charmer. Re- 


ſolved to make uſe of the preſent Moment, 
with his Eyes, and by dumb Geftures, he 


fad the tendereſt Things he could think 


of ; but alas ! that was the Language of 
the World, and a manner of Speech to 
which Suſanna was as yet utterly a Stran- 


ger. She did not underſtand one Word 


of this Courtſhip. She ſaw him ogle and 


move his Eyes in a thouſand different At- 


titudes, but they all conveyed no other 


Idea to her, than that he ſtared her out of 


Countenance; and looked ſometimes like 


He 


(6116) 
He would have been more explicit, bas 
the Alderman watched all his Motions, 
and never permitted him to exchange 
Words with her, or gave him the Oppor- 
tunity to make her one Compliment ; for 
during the whole of the Tame, that they re- 
mained in the Houſe, the Citizen kept all 
the Converſation to himſelf, which artfully 
turned u the Danger of permitting 


young People of both Sexes to be in any 


meaſure familiar with each other, unleſs, 
in all Reſpects, they were proper Perſons 
to enter into the holy State of Matrimony 
together. 

The old Lady fell ein into the Al- 
derman's Sentiments, and approved of the 
Cuſtom in Spain and aby, where Parents 
marry their Children without the Parties 


being at all conſulted in the Matter; this 


wiſe Precaution of the Parents, ſhe ſaid, 
prevented Paſſion, Folly, or Obſtinacy 
from taking Place in the ſacred Tye, and 
founded it wholly upon Prudence, and the 
mutual Intereſt of the Parties. This De- 
claration of the Mother of his Charmer, 


was like a Thunder-clap to our young 


Lover, who had already laid a Scheme in 
his own Mind of making a Puſh at intro- 
dbeing 5 to * Arne, with- 

. Out 


wv — 


1 (17) 
oul the A iſtance of the Alderman, which 


this queer Notion of the Mother's quite 
knocked in the Head, and ſhewed him, 
tllat he had not only the reſerved Behaviour 
of the young one to combat, but the Ob- 
ſtinacy and Prepoſſeſſions of the old one. 
However, amidſt this diſmal Proſpect 


there appeared a faint Ray of Light, ſome 


ſmall Shadow of Hope; he thought he 
could read in the Eyes of Suſanna, a ſilent 
Contempt and Diſapprobation of the Me- 
thod of linking two Bodies together, whoſe 
Souls might be as diſtant from one another 
as the Poles, from whence he concluded, 
ſhe was no Enemy to Love, and had ſome 
Paſſions capable of Gratification, if they 


met with their proper Objects; for ſaid he 
to himſelf, if ſhe is incapable of, or indif- 


ferent to the Joys of reciprocal Love, this 


Doctrine, which I ſee her Eyes condemn; 


though delivered by her Mother and Cou- 
fin, is Matter of no Moment to her, and 
to one of that Make would certainly ap- 
pear every Way rational; but I ſee my 
Charmer condemny the monſtrous Notion; 
and her-Free-born Soul declares for Love 
and natural Liberty. It is impoſſible ſuch 


2 Form, ſucha Mind, one, who in every 
thing elſe thinks ſo rationally, can , utterly 


deviate 


(us) 


deviate from Reaſon and Nature, in the 


moſt, important Concern in Life. She is 
capable of Love, her Soul has in it, doubt- 
leſs, a Spark of the ſocial Fire that was 
originally breathed into every Creature, 
He pleaſed himſelf with this Reflection, 
till the Ladies took their Leave of the Al- 


- derman, when he had the Pleaſure of hand- 
ing Suſanna to her Coach, If he was en- 
amoured by her Preſence and Converſati- 


on, he was quite in Raptures when he 
touched her fair Hand, though ſhrouded 
in a Glove. He curſed the envious Cover- 
ing, and wiſhed the firſt Inventor of it at 
the Devil. However, he ſqueezed her Fin- 


gers gently, and by that Action let Suſanna 
know more of his Mind, than he had done by 


all the amourous Glances he had ſhot at her 
for the whole Afternoon, for he obſerved 
a crimſon Bluſn to overſpread her lovely 
Countenance, and a ſudden Tremor ſeize 


her whole Frame; ſhe ſeemed ſcarce able 
to ſupport herſelf in going into the Chariot, 


and to prevent falling, graſped his Hand 
with ſome Eagerneſs, which ſent ſuch a 
thrilling Pleaſure to the Heart of the en- 


amoured Vouth, that it required all his 


Philoſophy to hinder him from expreſſing 
his eps by ſome Word or Action un- 


ſuitable 


(119) 


| ſuitable to that Juncture. She made im 


a Bow at Parting, with ſuch a bewitching 
Languor in her Eyes, and pronounced her 
farewel with ſuch a faultring tone of Voice, 
that Billario (entertained no doubt but he 
had made fome Impreſſion on her, which 
in time might be propitious to the new 
Paſſion he found himſelf in fo lively a man- 
ner animated with. 

This thought enabled him to bear the 
Pangs of parting with greater Temper than 
he imagined he could have done, and dif- 
fuſed through his whole Behaviour an Air 
of Gaiety, which was viſible to the Alder- 


man, and the reſt of the Company, though 
they could not gueſs at the Cauſe of ſo 


ſudden a Change. He endeavoured to turn 
all the Difcourſe on Suſanna, that he might 


learn ſomething more of her Circumſtahces 
and Family, in order to aſſiſt him in his 
future Attacks; but the old Citizefi grew 
teſty on his mentioning her ſo much, and 
they were obliged to quit him witkicut any 


further Intimation, than that ſhe was of a 


good Family in Gloucefterſhire, and her Fa- 


ther's only Daughter, who left her and her 
Fortune to the Diſpoſal of her Mother, 


who fince his Death had turned Quaker; 
that ſhe had —_ up her Daughter 1 
| the 
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the ſame Principles, and deſigned to dif. 


poſe of her to a Relation of the, famous 


| he Pen, the King of — 35 


— 


f th Reaſons for e urgent for an Ac- 


quaintance with that young Lady, for that 
he could ſee, by his late Behaviour, that he 
was ſmitten with her. I cannot blame you, 


added he, ſhe has Youth and Beauty ſuffi- 


cient to charm an Anchorite ;, bur it is not 
theſe alone that are captivating ; were ſhe 
like one of this World, ſhe would paſs in a 
Crowd unobſerved, but it is that Air of 
Simplicity in her Looks, that Shew of 
Sanctity and Piety, a Thing ſo uncommon 
in one of her Years, that engages your 
Fancy; though I believe you would be ill 
pleaſed to find her altogether ſo much a 
Saint as ſhe appears to be; no, we like the 
Devil when he appears in the Shape of an 
Angel ; and however much -we may like 
the Sinner, yet we do not care that Vice 
ſhould appear in all her natural Deformity. 


There is certainly ſomething beyond the 


meer Pleaſure of En njoyment, in an Intrigue 
with one 7 theſe Deyotees ; it is the No- 
| velty 


( 121 } 
veky of the Thing that creates moſt of the 
Delight, and I doubt not, Billario, but 
you will have enough of it with the fair 
Suſanna, At preſent I cannot perceive 
how I can be aſſiſtant to you in your De- 


ſign, but I ſhall ſoon find Means to bring 


you acquainted, though I foreſee a great 


deal of Difficulty in the Affair, from more 


Quarters than one ; for I am ſtrongly miſ- 
taken if the Alderman himſelf has not 
ſome Deſign to be nibbling at this luſcious 
Morſel, either out of Love or Avarice, or 
perhaps a Mixture of both ; however, it is 
odds but we prove too many for the Citi- 


Zen in the End. 


Billario went not to Bed that Night to 
ſleep, for the Thoughts of his Suſanna 


dwelt ſo ſtrong upon his Imagination, that 


he could not reſt one Moment, and was up 
almoſt as ſoon as Day, to put Madenno in 
mind of his Promiſe-of finding out "ſome 
Method to get once more into her Com- 
pany. But that Day proved not propi- 
tious to the Impatience of a Lover, and 


produced no Plot that had the leaſt Appea- 


rance of favouring his Enterprize. 
To divert him, towards Evening, Mo- 


derno would have had him up to the Club 


of Smarts, with whoſe Company he ſcemed 
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for ſome time paſt much diverted, but 
their Mirth appeared now to his Imagina- 
tion all Noiſe and Impertinence, fince he 
could not' expect amongſt them any News 
of Suſanna, he forced himſelf to hear two 


Acts of the Play, but found Fault with 


every Thing he ſaw or heard: The Play- 
ers were out in their Parts: The Muſick 
was all Diſcord, and the Ladies were no 
better than fo many Gorgons ; nothing 
was agreeable there, fince the fair Quaker 
did not grace the Aſſembly: He left the 
Houſe in a Pet, and retired to his Lodging 
to indulge his Spleen, and curſe his Stars, 
that he could invent no Scheme for a ſe- 
cond Interview. 
Towards Eleven or Twelve Moderno 


came home, and told him, he had as yet 
hit upon no Project that pleaſed him, but 


that to keep his Spirits from ſinking under 

the Calamity of ſo long a Suſpence, he 

might go the next Day, being Sunday, to 

their Meeting in Grace-· Church. ſtreet, where 

it was more than probable he might feaſt 
His Eyes with the Sight of her. 


Though this gave him but a poor Pro- 


ſpect of furthering his Amour, yet the 
Thought of ſeeing her ence more revived 


* „ and he Hatrered himſelf he 
ſhould 


(13). 


ſhould be able tohold ſuch a Conference with 


her Eyes, as ſhould leave her no room to doubt 
of the Situation of his Heart. He went to Bed 
more compoſed, and had the Pleaſure in a 


Dream of being more familiar with his 


fair Saint, than he could expect to be in 
reality, after a Siege of ſome Months. He 
was up by times next Morning, and was 


more impatient for the Hour of Public 


Worſhip, than a young Girl 1s to try on a 
new Mantua: The long wiſhed-for Hour 
came at laſt, and he and his Governor, 
Moderno, went to the Meeting, and ſeated 
themſelves near that Quarter, where 1t was 


moſt likely to have a View of the Object 


of their Devotion. They were there al- 
moſt as ſoon as the Doors were open, and 
Billario kept his Eyes fixed towards them, 
expecting every Moment when the Charmer 
of his Soul would enter: But as Misfor- 
tunes and Diſappointments fill up the Cir- 
cle of Human Life, it happened neither 
Suſanna nor her Mother appeared all the 
Forenoon. | 


This was a dreadful Mortification to 


our Enamorato, eſpecially as he was con- 
demned to hear the drawling Diſcourſes of 
two old Women, who were moved with 
the Spirit to utter their incoherent Reve- 
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(124 ) 
ries for Goſpel Revelation. At other times 
he might have found himſelf highly divert- 
ed with their devout Geſticulations, their 


ſanctified Ogling, and the various Forms 


into which they diſtorted their withered 
Chops to ſqueeze out their enthuliaſtic 


Oracles; but at preſent they ſerved only 
to-raiſe his Spleen, and aggravate the Vex- 


.ation of his Diſappointment ; but he was 
: obliged to fit out the ordinary Time af 
their Meeting, and went home curſing the 


old Women, and his Stars, that had been 


{o little propitious to his Love. 


He returned again in, the Afternoon, 


and was more happy, for he ſaw Suſanna 


enter without her Mother; and, as if For- 


tune intended to make ii hu 


Forenoon's Chagrin, the charming Su/av- 
Gr ming herſelt on the Seat next to him, 


after ſhe had ſeated herſelf, returned 
5 Bow he made her with a moſt obliging 
Complaiſance, told him in a Whiſper, 


that ſhe was glad he was ſo religiouſly diſ- 
poſed, and hoped he might be induced to 


Prefer their Manner before the Pomp of 


Ceremony to which he was accuſtomed. 
To this, he briſkly replied, that her Pre- 
ſence and Example were capable of imprel- 


ſing any notions upon a Heart like his, 
which 


E 125 1 
which was full of no other ales than with 
related to herſelf. She bluſhed at the Com- 
pliment, and turned away her Head with 


an Air of Diſapprobation, which damped 


the Courage of our Lover, who feared he 


had ſaid too much, though infinitely ſnort 


of what his fond Heart would have uttered 
had he been at Liberty. Before he reco- 
vered quite from the Confuſion occaſioned 
by this modeſt Reproof, her Mother enter- 
ed, and took her Place between him and 
his Charmer. She returned the Bow he 
made her, on her paſſing him, with 
ſuch a ſtern forbidding Countenance, that 
he concluded his Preſence was by no means 
agreeable to the old Lady, whom he be- 
lieved ro have Penetration enough to un- 
derſtand, that Religion was not the real 
Motive of his appearing in. that devout 


Aſſembly. 


He had, it is true, the Satisfaction of 


no and then caſting an Eye at his Charmer, 


but he was obliged to obſerve ſo much 
Circumſpection for fear of her Mother, 


and ſaw the young Lady herſelf in ſo much 


Uneafineſs when ever ſhe caught him gaz- 
ing at her, that he paſſed his Time rather 
worſe than in the Forenoon. When the 
2 was over, he had the Mortifica- 

tion 
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tion to ſee them paſs by him without tak. 
ing the leaſt Notice of him, and join Com- 
Ro with an aukward, greaſy, formal Fel- 


ow, who held them in Chat 'till they got 


into their Coach. 

He and his Governor were poſting out 
of the ſanctified Crowd, when one of them, 
an old Acquaintance of Moderno, plucked 
him by the Sleeve, with, How doeſt 
* tht do Friend? I am glad to find (thee 

„ —I hope thou art going to 
bring this young Man, (looking at Billa- 
rio) early acquainted with us. I obſerv- 
ed you both liſten very attentively to 
Friend Comber. How do'ſt thou like 
* him? T hope th' art the better for his 
Doctrine.“ Billario eyed the Fellow from 
Head to Foot with an Eye of the utmoſt 
* and was juſt going to make 
ſome ilbhumoured Reply to him, which 
Moderno prevented, and knowing the Qua- 


Ker to be a good Soul at the Bottom, he 
told him, that he was the only Man he wiſhed 


to ſee, and if he could recommend him to 
a Glafs of good Port, ſuch as the Friends 
ſolace themſelves with, he would be con- 
tent to paſs an Hour or two more in the 
Company of the Faithful, before he re- 
turned 
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* to the Sons of Sin and Wicked- 


neſs. _ 
Obadiab G 422le took Meoderno at his 


Word, and conducted him to a Houſe, 


not far from the Place they had met at, 
occupied by one of the Vea and Nay Tribe. 


As they were going thither, Moderno whil- 


pered Billario to put on a civil, eaſy Carri- 
age to this Perſon, who was a Man of Sub- 
ſtance, and had a great deal of Sagacity, 
but no more of Quaker in him than the 
Outſide, which he always put off when in 
Company with Men of Senſe who are not 
of the Profeſſion, and that he might pro- 
bably be of uſe to them in- their Deſigns 
upon Suſamua; the Hopes of that would 
have made Billario hug him in his Boſom 
if he had been a Chimney-ſweeper, and 


reconciled him to the Manners of the Man, 


had they been ever ſo fantaſtical or im- 
pertinent. 
They had not been ten Ii in Oba- 


diah's . before he conſiderably 


dropped the Quaker's Phraſe, talked intelli- 
gibly in the Style of the Prophane, and 
diſcovered that good Wine, uſed mode- 
rately, and a pretty Girl, enjoyed private- 
ly, were no deadly Sins, according to his 
Notions of Morality. As Billario could not 
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forbear diſcovering Fits Surprize at the Me- 
tamorphoſis, Obadiab told him he was but 


a young Man, unacquainted with the 


World, otherwiſe nothing like this would 
ſeem ſtrange; for what is, fays he, all the 


Commerce among Mankind but one con- 


tinued Maſquerade, a meer Stage-Play, 
where every one endeavours to conceal his 
natural Face under ſome borrowed Vizor, 
the moſt hkely to promote his Views in 
Life. The Wickedeſt would be thought 
honeſt in ſome Degree, and others would 
appear more wicked than they really are, 
but none of us juſt what we are; yet we 
think ourſelves not a jot the leſs virtuous 
for appearing in Diſguiſe, all our Aims are 
hke thoſe of Perſons at a Maſquerade, 
though we cannot deny we are changed 


O 
from our real Appearance, yet we endea- 


vour to conceal our natural ſelves till we 


get home amongſt our Friends and Inti- 
mates, where we unmaſk with Freedom, 
and laugh at thoſe on whom we have im- 
poſed with our borrowed Dreſs. This is juſt 

my Caſe in the great Maſquerade of Life : 


My Habit is that of the People called 


Quakere which ſerves to promote the main 
Concern of Life, getting Money. I wear 


the Our-ſide all Day, and perhaps practiſe 
as 
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as much of the real Virtues of which the 
Plainneſs and Simplicity of our Dreſs and 
Style, are deſigned as a Type ; but when 
I meet with a Man like Mederno, who can 
make Allowances for human Frailties, and 
underſtands ſo much of the World, that 


rigid Virtue is not to be expected from 
mortal Fleſh and Blood, I lay aſide the 


' Diſguiſe as uſelets, and appear in my na- 


tural Shape, which I hope is no more de- 
formed than that of other Men, and take 
it up again when I go abroad among the 
Vulgar, who always judge by Appearances, 
however abſurd they may be. 

Billario would have excuſed Obadiab this 
long Lecture in Praiſe of Hypocriſy, ſince 
he thought every Word loft, and every 


Minute an Age, which was not employed 


in the mighty Affair of Love. Moderno 
faw his Impatience, and candidly opened 
the State of the Caſe to Obadiah, who ob- 
ferved by the bye, that all Men, if they 
had Opportunity, would be Hypocrites, 
and that every Man is ſo with regard to 
Religion, ſome time or other, when it 
makes for the Gratification of the govern- 
ing Paſſion. doubt not, added he, but Billa- 
rio would, for the Sake of his new Miſtreſs, 
it left to himſelf, turn Quaker, Mabometan, 

: F 5 or 
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or any Thing to enjoy her; but I believe 
I can help him to an Opportunity of ad- 
dreſſing che young Lady, without running 
any Riſks; for I am in ſome meaſure re- 
lated: to hos Mother, and much in her 
Eſteem and Confidence. T will invite her 
and her Daughter to dine with me ſome 
Day this Week, and ſhall give you Notice 
of it, that you may be there as by Acci- 
dent. This Overture gave Billario new 
Life, and he was urgent that the Day 
ſhould be fixed; but Obadiah, who knew 
he was ſteered by a Female Compass, 


whoſe Motions were always uncertain, told 


him that could not be done; however, that 
it ſhould be as ſpeedily as poſſible. 

This important Point ſettled, they drank 
a chearful Glaſs without Exceſs, and part- 
ed mutually pleaſed with one another; for 
beſides the Obligation Obadiab was about 
to Jay upon Pillario, he found hun when 


diveited of the ſtiffneſs of his religious 


Dreſs, very facetious Company, and the 
more ſo, that every Word he uttered, the 


leaſt bordering upon Wit, appeared the 


more entertaining, as it was ſo much in 


Contraſt to his Quaker- character, on which 
his whole Behaviour ſeemed a continued 


Two 


| Satire, 
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Two or three Days paſſed away without 


any News from Obadiab, which ſeemed fo 


many Centuries to our impatient Lover 
at laſt Moderno received a Note from the 


faithful Mr. Guzz/e, deſiring Moderno with 
his Friend Billario, to paſs by his Houſe 
on the Morrow, preciſely at Three o'Clock, 


when he would be at the Window, and call 
them up, as by Accident. The Needle 
could not- be more true to the Pole, than 
Billario was to the appointed Time, and 
Obadiah ſaw them from his Window, and 
ſent down a Servant to accuaint Moderno 
he wanted to ſpeak to him. 


They obeyed the Summons, and were 
conducted into a ſpacious Dinning- Room, 
where Obadiab and his Gueſts the fair S 


fanua and her Mother, were ready to fir 
down to Dinner : The hypocritical Quaker 


made no Bones of telling a Lye to ſerve 


his Friend, and told Maderno he had ſome 


Buſineſs to impart to him, which obliged - | 


him to take the liberty of calling him up, 
but hoped he might have the Pleaſure of 


his Company at Dinner, after which he 


would let him know the Affair that had in- 
duced him to make ſo free with him. Mo- 


derno and Billario made ſome pretended 
Excuſes of being otherways engaged, but 


*@& allowed. . 


Garden near Mington, and to. put Hannah 


(if 


allowed Obadiab's Entreaties to prevail on 


them to ſtay. He told his Friend Hannah, 


Suſanna's Mother, that theſe were two ho- 


neſt Gentlemen for whom he had a parti- 
cular Eſteem, and ſhe would find their 
Converſation not diſagreeable. Friend 
Hannah told Obadiab ſhe had ſeen his 
Friends before at Alderman 
found they were very civil Perſons, though, 
added ſhe, for my Child's Sake, whole 
young Mind might be tainted with the Va- 
nities of the World, I could wiſh ſhe 
ſhould be as little in Company as poſſible 
with any but Friends. 

Dinner was immediately ſerved up, and 
the good-natured Obbadiab purpoſely turn- 
ed the Diſcourſe, in ſpight of the old Lady, 
to ſuch Subjects, as gave the young People 
an Opportunity of bearing a Share in the 
Converſation, by which means Billario's 
Efteem for his Miſtreſs increaſed, and now 


and then he took Occaſion to expreſs him- 


ſelf in ſuch Terms as might confirm the 
Idea the young Lady mult before have con- 
ceived of his having really contracted a 
Paſſion for her. At laſt they talked of 
Flowers, and Obadiab took an Opportunity 
to mention a ſmall Collection he had in a 


and 
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her fair Daughter i in mind that they had 


often expreſſed a Defire to ſee them: That 


now the Weather was tempting, and he 
would, if they pleaſed, go with them that 


Evening. Hannah, who began to be un- 
eaſy in the Company of Sinners, made 
ſome Demur at going, but Suſanna mo- 
deſtly expreſſed a Deſire to ſee the Flowers, 
of which ſhe was very fond, the whole 


Company became ſo importunate, that her 


Mother, without down-right Rudeneſs, 
could not avoid complying. 

They ſoon arrived at the little Pleaſure- 
Garden, which was laid out with a great 
deal of Neatneſs and Art, and ſtored witly 


ſome very curious Flowers and Shrubs, 
both domeſtick and extotick. Obadiah car- 


ried them round it at their firſt Entrance, to 
give them a general View, and after a Col- 
lation of Tea and Sweatmeats, which he 
had ordered to be prepared in the Summer- 


Houſe, they went to take a more particu- 
lar View of the Garden; he himſelf kept 
Siſter Hannah: in Chat, while Billario hand- 


ed Suſanna. to the ſeveral Plots, Moderno 


keeping at a ſmall Diſtance, to give him an 


Opportunity of declaring himſelf. Billario 
commended the Nicety of Mr. Guzz/?'s. 


Take, and broke out into this Exclama- 
tion, 
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tion, How charmingly fragrant is the Smell 
of theſe Flowers! How does the infinite 
Variety of their Shades and blooming Co- 
lours delight the Eye, and fill the Heart 
with Joy, and Adoration of that infinite 
Cauſe, who commands the Seaſons, and 
gives Being to ſo many agreeable Objects, 


to make this carthly Pilgrimage leſs irk- 
ſome to us Mortals! What Pity is it, Sa- 
fanna, that this blooming Roſe, and that 
gay Tulip ſhould fade fo ſoon! To- day 
they flouriſh and ſcent the Air with their 
aromatic Odours, but to-morrow they wi- 


ther and dwindle into Duſt, and: are no 


more. 


moſt uſeful Effect of this beautiful Part of 


the Creation; this reads us a Leſſon of 


Morality, and continually hints to us the 
Nature of our own Exiſtence here; a Sub- 
ject we are very unwilling to enter upon, 
however conducive to our - Happineſs both. 


here and hereafter. Right, my fair Mo- 


raliſt, returned Billario, all Nature is but 
one continued Memento Mori, and from every 
Plant and inanimate Thing, we may learn 


to employ our Time, and not loſe the fer 


precious Moments with which we are bleſſ⸗ 


l „ed. As theſe — my Suſanna, 2 


That, Friend, replied 1 IS the 
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us in mind that we are to die, ſo they teach 

us how to live; they improve all their 
Time to the proper Purpoſes, and waſte 
none of it in vain Formalities. See the 
bluſhing Roſe, it wraps its tender Bloom 
in downy Folds, till it is viſited by the 
vernal Sun; then it expands itſelf with 
open Arms, and yields without coy Reſiſt- 
ance to the warm Embrace of its genial 
Beams. The Sun-flower, inſtead of run- 
ning from the Arms of its enamoured 
Lover, meets him half way, and courts 


the enlivening Gleam. They ſeem con- 
ſcious that their Moments are few, and 


therefore fill up their ſcanty Span with a 


full Draught of what their Nature is adapt- 


ed to. But we, poor deluded Mortak, like 
froward Children, ſnun that which moſt 
we want, till Time has chilled our vital 
Heat, and ſoured our remaining Cup with 
Bitterneſs and Diſappointment. Woman, 
the moſt beautiful of Nature's Flowers, is 
the inoſt recreant to her Laws, and ſtarves 


Vith cold and unneceſſary Forms, that di- 


vine Flame her beauteous Syſtem was de- 


ſigned to kindle. You have, Suſanna, 


thrown off all the other Follies of your 
Sex, throw off, my Angel, this alſo, and 
permit me, without being offended, to 

„ m 
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make you the Proffer of a Heart charmed 


with your unfading Beauties, a Slave to 


your Virtue, a willing Victim to the Ex- 


cellence of your Mind: Speak, my fair 


One, and ſpeak me into Life or Death; 
for on your Sentence my Deſtiny depends, 
God forbid, replied the bluſhing Maid, 


that either Death or Life ſhould depend 


upon my Words; no, theſe you owe to a 
higher Power, whoſe Majeſty you prophane 
by attributing ſuch Power to his Creatures. 
But he will forgive you, as they are only 
Words exprefled by Habit and Cuſtom, 
without any Idea ſuitable to their natural 
Import. Iam unacquainted, Friend Bil- 
lario, with the Modes of Love practiſed 
by other Women, but be aſſured, that my 
Lips ſhall always on that, and every other 
Subject, correſpond with my Heart, and 
when my Duty and [nclination prompts me 
to Love, I ſhall never be aſhamed to own 
it; and to ſhew thee that I deal ſincere- 
ly with thee, 1 own I find no Antipathy to 
thy Perſon, on the contrary, a hearty De- 
fire to wiſh thee well: Further Place than 
that, thou, nor no Man elſe ſhall ever get 
in my Affections, without the Approba- 
tion of my Mother, who I know would 
ri not favour any Addreſs. from one whoſe 

To” | man- 


"Ge. 4} > 
manner of Education has been ſo different 
to that ſhe has brought me up in. 
By this Time the ſame Mother, in ſpight 
of all that Friend Obadiah could do, joined 
her Daughter, whom ſhe would not part. 
with for the reſt of the Evening. 

From a Miſtreſs. of a common Charac- 
ter, ſuch a favourable Reception might 
have been explained almoſt into an entire 
Conqueſt, but the Temper and ſedate . 
Manner with which ſhe delivered his Sen- 
tence, filled Billario with a thouſand In- 
quietudes, and almoſt threw him into De- 
ſpair, *till Moderno, who had heard all that 
paſſed, and judged all Women to be no 
better than Hypocrites, gave him ſome Cou- 
rage, by explaining her Words according to 
general Prepoſſeſſions againſt the whole Sex. 
They left the Garden in a ſhort Time, and the 


Gentlemen ſaw the Ladies home, but were 


not invited in: However, Friend Hannah + 
told Obadiab ar parting, that ſhe hoped he 


would dine with her on Monday next; he 


accepted the Invitation, and without Helt- 
tation ſaid he would take the Liberty to 
bring his two Friends with him. At this 
ſhe hid her Vexation as well as ſhe could, 


but it was viſible that Overture was by no 
me ans 
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means agreeable to her, though ſhe could Ente! 
not help ſaying, that he, and any Friends yet 1 
he brought with him, ſhould be welcome. it; f 
They | adjourned from thence to the Ta- Char 
vern, where they held a Council upon the fitior 
Affair of Billario's Love, and concluded, Billa 
that no Female Fortreſs was impregnable, that 
if attacked with Skill and Vigour; but Corr 
they could not come to a Reſolution whe- EXPE 
ther they ſhould proceed by way of Siege, old 
Blockade, Sap, or Storm, till they had lign 
another Parley with the Governeſs. dan 
On Monday Morning they met at the one 
28 -natured Obadiab's, and laid a Plan mig 
another Excurſion, that 1 might ſent 
have the better Opportunity of entertain- 4 
ing his Miſtreſs out of the. — of this box 
watchful Dragon the Mother. But when the 
they came to Hannah's Houſe, they found . a 
all their Schemes abortive ; for Suſanna, lar 
on being taxed by her Mother on the Sub- vat 
ject of her ce in the Garden with for 
Billario, had confeſſed the whole Truth, Pa 
which convinced the old Argus, that Oba- Hi 
diab's Invitation was a Deſign to favour fo1 
that Gentleman's Pretenſions, which ſhe, th 
with ail the Obſtinacy of Sixty-five, was fr 
determined to oppoſe. To this Purpoſe, H 
though ſhe had * a very elegant Ps 


4 *Enter- p 
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Entertainment for Obadiabh and his Friends, 
yet ſhe kept out of Sight the beſt Part of 
it; for ſhe ordered Saſauna to keep her 
Chamber on Pretence of a ſlight Indiſpo- 
fition. This was an unſpeakable Baulk to 
Billario and his Companiens, who hearing 
that ſhe was not to favour them with her 
Company, looked ſo confounded at the un- 
expected Blow, that it more confirmed the 
od Woman in her Suſpicion of their De- 
lign. She entertained them with abun- 
dance of formal good Manners, but every 
one wiſhed the Dinner over, that they 
might have the liberty to vent their Re- 
ſentment againſt old Hannab. 3 
After Dinner they. adjourned to à neigh- 
bouring Tavern; but had juſt only turned 
the Corner of, the Street, when a Girl dreſſ- 
cd after the Quaker's Faſhion, ſtopped Bil- 
| lario, ſlipped a Letter into his Hand, and. 
vaniſhed like Lightning, without waiting 
for an Anfwer. He no ſooner touched the 
Paper, but a ſudden, Tranſport ſeized his 
Heart, he was ready to run mad with Joy, 
for his Mind preſaged from the Looks of 
the Mercury that this Epiſtle could come 
from no body elſe but his beloved Suſanna. 
He ſhewed the ſacred Scroll to his Com- 
panions ; and if he had not been in the 
©: Street, 


| Wi. 9 
Street, would have devoured it with Kiſſes; 
As he had fallen behind when the Girl de- 
livered it, they were ignorant of the means 
tow he came by it, and lugged him into 
the Tavern before they could get him out 
of his rapturous Extaſy. They immedi. 
ately called for a private Room; where he 
had Time and Opportunity to unſeal the 
myſterious Oracle. He frequently attempt- 
ed to break it open, but forbore it left the 
Contents ſhould awaken him from his Fools 
Paradiſe; nay, he would rather ſuppoſe 
the Contents of it to be all Love and Ex: 
taſy, ſuffer himſelf to be diſappointed by 
the Reality. At laſt Curioſity, and their 
Teazing, prevailed on him to open it: 
He firſt read it to himſelf, and ſmothered 
the much loved Subſcription with a thou- 
ſand Kiffes, for it was really from Saſanna, 
„ HTC 9250G 44 N 


AM fo much a Stranger to the way 
10 the World, that I know not how 
far I am anſwerable for writing to thee ; 
but however I may tranſgreſs the Bounds 
of ſettled Modes and faſhionable Forms, 
E know I act conſiſtent with Truth, when 
I aſſure thee that T unwillingly complied 
with my Mother's Commands in re- 
Ea i fraining 


NT --: 


” 


les; 
de- 
ins 


- 
* 


5 
(41). 
'* fraining to bear you 2 at Dinner. 
I acquainted, her with the Declaration 
thou madeſt me in the Garden: She chid 
me for the Anſwer I made thee, and 
charged. me to give thee no manner of 
Encouragement, but to look upon thee. 
as one laying a Snare for my Innocence. 
« The firſt Part of her Injunction I can and 
will comply with, but I cannot be fo. 
; uncharitable as to fall! in with her Opini- 
in the latter, and as a Teſtimony of my 
* Sincerity in both, I take this Means to 
acquaint thee, that thy Suit to me is in 
vain, ſince Lam already as good as diſ- 
poſed of to thy Kinſman the Alderman, 
a Match my Mother told me ſhe had 
concluded for me, as moſt ſuitable to 
my Intereſt, and with which my Duty 
obliges me to comply, without conſult- 
ing my own Inclinations, which, as far 
as I can hitherto judge, are ſtill indiffe- 
rent, in that Reſpect, to all Mankind. 
; My Opinion of thy Sincerity, and regard 

* to Jquſtice, prompts me to give thee this 


* 


a * 


- La Aa Bah Path 


— — 


Information, that thou mayeſt in Time 


1 baniſh, A fruitleſs Paſſion, that if continu- 
ed, may involve thee in ſome Miſunder- 


2 E 


* 
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* ſtanding with thy Kinſman, and perhaps 
4 diſturb the Peace : of thy Friend 


S USANNA. 


The Contents of this Letter, at the fame 
time that it caſt a Damp on the exceſſive 
Raptures into which the Receipt of it had 


raiſed in Billario gave him freſh Cauſe to 
admire the Virtue and Prudence of the 
charming Suſanna. Yet while it gave him 
great Reaſon to deſpair of ſucceeding i in 

His Deſigns upon that Lady, the Ingenuity 
and Good-nature which diſcovered itſelf in 
that Letter, made him regret moſt ſenſi- 


bly the Loſs of one ſo capable of giving 


him the. higheſt Satisfaction. If he was 
before all Extaſy, he now ſunk into the 
other Extreme, and bewailed by Turns his 
bad Fortune in the moſt pathetic manner, 
and curfed Friend Hannah, the Cauſe of 
hie Diſappointment, with the bitrereſt Ex- 
ecrations. His Friends endeavoured to pa- 
cify him, but in vain, they were obliged 
to allow his Paſſion to vent itſelf for fome 
time, till a ſullen Calm enſued ;' then Oba- 
diab read him a Lecture on Patience, and 
aſſured him he had no Caufe tobe ſo mightily 
in the Dumps, from the Contents of the 


Letter; for that, according to his —— 
0 
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of the Sex, there was nothing in it but 


what ought to encourage his Hopes. 
Then he began to comment upon the 
Billet, and made it appear as plain as a 
Pike: ſtaff, that Suſanne loved him, though 
ſhe hardly knew it herſef, and he was 
ſo dull of Apprehenſion not to perceive 
the apparent Symptorns. Does not ſhe, 
ſays he, tell thee, that it was unwillingly 


the complied with her Mother's Commands 


in not bearing us Company at Dinner? 


Does the not confeſs ſhe has a good Opi- 
nion of thy Sincerity; and that ſhe has no 
Inclination for the old Alderman? She 
tells thee all this under a Pretence of great 


Charity, and with a prodigious Air of Sin- 


cerity; but I tell thee it is all Grimace : 
She loves, but does not own it, even to 
herſelf; ſhe. leaves thee to explain the 
Oracle, and this Letter, at which thou art 


ſo much frighted, is only to incite thee ro 


relieve her from the Embraces of thy Ri- 
val, whom it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould love 
or ſubmit to but with Reluctance. Can a 
Maid of Seventeen with a handſome Per- 


ſon, and no deſpicable Fortune, be fond 


of Sixty-eight? No; I tell thee, it is a 


meer Contradiction; purſue her, and make 


her acquainted with her own Sentiments, 
and 
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and of the. Difference between. a vigorous 
young Fellow, and old Age, Impotence, 
and Avarice. We muſt find out this She- 
Mercury, and a thouſand to one, but ſhe 
Clears uꝑ all Doubts, and reſtores. mm to 
thy Senſes. 

They all agreed, that there were ſome 
Grounds for Obadiab's Conjecture, and that 


if the Maid who delivered the Letter 3 
could be come at, half the Difficulty would 


be over. Billario had but a confuſed Idea 
of the Girl, ſhe parted with him ſo quick- 
: all he could remember, was, that ſhe 
had on a Quaker coloured Stuff, or Cam- 


let Gown, which it 1s poſſible might be 


the Dreſs of all the Maid-Servants in the 


Family. However, with this ſmall Light, 
Obadiah promiſed to find her out; he went 


immediately back to the Houſe, under Pre- 
tence of having left a Pair of Gloves be- 


hind him, which he ſought for in the A- 


partment they had been in, but 'to no Pur- 


poſe, and a Girl he ſuſpected to be the 


Party he wanted, opening the Door for 


him at coming out, he whiſpered her to 
follow him to the Tavern, where ſhe came 


1 almoſt as ſoon as he. i 


"Ir 


Can 


It happened to be the ſame Girl, who | 


told them, what a deal of Miſchief their 
Converſation in the Garden had made; that 
the old Gentle woman had lectured her 
Daughter moſt terribly about it, and pro- 


Correſpondence with Billario, which ſhe 


ever ſince that Night, ſhe had done no- 
thing but talk of him, both ſleeping and 


hibited her ever ſeeing or holding the leaſt 
ſaid Saſanna took much to Heart; for 


waking; yea, truly I believe, ſays ſhe, ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to Billario, thou haſt be- 


have ſeen ſuch an Alteration in my Life; 


ſhe talks ſo;ſtrange)7, ſince ſhe has become 
acquainted; with thee, that ſhe is verily be- 


come another Creature, and thinks the old 
Alderman ſhe is going to be married to, 
whom ſhe formerly liked paſſing well, 
ſuch a hideous: ugly old Fellow, that ſüre 
it would pity my Heart to ſee them wedded 
together; but our Miſtreſs is obſtinate, 
and muſt have her Will, unleſs thou haſt 


—— 


the Ingenuity to find out ſome way to get 


into her good Graces, and ſupplant the 
Alderman, as they call him; but F muſt. 
run home, for if my Miſtreſs ſhould know 


that I ſaw thee, and ſpoke with thee, ſhe 
would make the Houle too .hot for us all. 


WW, = 5 


— 


ate for this young. 
It is not meet that one ſo young 
as the ſhould marry 
one is much fitter for her P 
nily nothing comes of theſe ill matched 


to Youth. Therefore it is our Duty 
prevent Suſanna from falling into the Snare 
which our Friend Hlannab is ſo weak to lay 
for her; do thou then help this pious 
young Man to the Speech of Suſanna, he 
will 0 thee here, and thou wilt be re- 
warded hereafter for promoting the Inte- 
reſt of the Saints by 
Number. Truly, replied ſhe, thou ſpeak- 
eſt what is right 
ſelf an inward Loathing 
between Vouth and old Age; and this 


„ Cays) 


However, I will tell Suſanna, and we ſhall 
have a long Preaching about thee before we 


go to Bed. She was going on in this Chat, 


when Obadiab interrupting her, ſaid to her, 


look thee, thou wouldſt do an: Act of great 
Charity, if thou wouldſt become an Advo- 
Man to thy Miſtreſs 
Suſanna. 
an old Man; a young 


Marriages, but Strife, Contempt, and a 


_ continual Warfare between the Fleſh and 
the Spirit; the Fleſh muſt be gratified, 
and by it the 
hope of Fructifying when Yourh is joined 


Spirit profiteth, and there is 


y to 


multiplying the 


and juſt, for I feel in my- 
of theſe Marriages 


Coun- 


d Man —— Marks of Grace in his 


e, Or ve- 8 


all 


( 147 ) 
Countenance 3 verily en frye him all E 
1e 
Billaris tipped deat 2 ; Gonple: of Hates, 
egged of her to tarry till he wrote a 


and begg 
Line or two in Anſwer. to that ſhe deliver- 
ed. This he fimiſhed eee Wake 
Contents being eee r $4635 ah 


e e eee n 
* —— Language can 1 End to 
expreſs the Situation of my 


the warmeſt Sentiments of Gratitude for 
your favouring me with a Line from 
your dear Hand; and, at other Times, 
] could; wiſh you had not been ſo cruelly 


0 
6 VV. 

0 Heart: At one Time J am filled with 
* 

6 


kind, fince it ſerved only to increaſe my 
4 Didreſs;- -and lead me to the: utmoſt Ei- 


mit of Deſpair, when:you:pronounce the 
fatal Sehtehce, that as your Mamma has 
concluded a Match for you, you ate re- 
6, ſolved, without paying any Deference to 
* your own Inclinations, to ſacrifice your 
© Perſon! to your Duty. Cruel Suſanna ! 
4 Could you have any Notion of my Sinceri- 
ty, and aot reflect that ſuch a Declaration 
vas ſufficeint to ſtop the Springs of Life, 
and overwhelm me with the moſt agoniz- 
: TOW Pain. Tou deſire me to put a Stop 
30 | do 


* 
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© one, is "i fruitleſs ? You d your 
© charming: Lips uttered the dear kind 
© Expreſſion, that you had no Prejudice 
to my Perſon, that you had no Prepoſ- 
* ſeflion in Favour of any other. Why 
then ceaſe my Endeavours to warm you 
into Love, and tune your tender Soul 
into Union with mine? Can Duty per- 
, * Twade you to wed with old Age, or eſ- 
uſe the Man, who, if not odious, is 

at leaſt indifferent to you? No; Duty 
requires no ſuch Sacrifice; and Nature 


and Juſtice forbid the unhallowed Rites ! 


Such an Union is prohibited 1 in Heaven, 


and abhorred upon Earth. Think,” my 
_ © $u/anna, before it is too late, how miſer- 


able you! make yourſelf: by ſuch a forced 


Compliance; it is that muſt diſturb ycur 


future Peace, rob you of all Joy here, 


and interrupt the Paths of Bliſs. mit 
* me, my Angel, to love you, to endea- 


vour to kindle in your Soul the glorious 
Spark that holds all Nature together, 
* without which the Univerſe; would fall 

into a Heap of jarring Atoms; let me 
but have an Opportunity to ſee you be- 


f fore you tye the fatal Knot, if not for 
: © wy" Peace,” at leaſt for your own; but 


* be 
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be aſſured, whatever may be your Reſo- 
« Jution, mine is fixed to love you while I 
+ have Life, which muſt have a very ſhort 
oy Period, if any one can call you bin duc 


8 7 our 2 Lover, 
62S 241 38 | And nic devoted Humble Servant, 
A. BILLARIO- 


Tbis EOS approved of by. his- two 
Counſellors, Billario delivered to the Maid: 
But before ſhe: departed, they concerted - 


| Meaſures/ for their future Correſpondence, 


and as his Lodgings were at too great a 
Diſtance. for the Maid to come to ſo oſten 
as it might be neceſſary, Billario took 
others at a Houſe ſhe directed him to, the 
back Part of which joined to Hannah's, 
though it entered another Street. # 
That very Night: Billario moved his 


Camp, and took up his Head. Quarters at 


his new Lodgings. Towards the Evening . 


of the next Day, which appeared to our 
impatient Lover twice as long as the fa- 
mous Day of Joſhua; Tabitha, for that was 
the Name of this pious Emiſſary, appear- 
. to give new Life to his drooping Spi 

G 3 | 1 
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rits. her Entrance, ſhe- ſaid. to him; 
/ Yetily, Friend Billario, I have laboured 
much, and been ſore afflicted in Spirit 
on thy Account: But as I am moved 
* with an inward Regard for thy Welfare, 
© I thought nothing too much for- thee, as 
« I expect thou wilt ſoon leave thy Vani- 
< ty, and become as one of us. Truly thy 
Letter has moved thy Friend Suſanna ex- 
<eccdivgly, and I firmly believe ſhe would 
« willingly become the Wife of thy Boſom, 


but that the Ftar of her Mother is be- 


ſore her Eyes, and that: ſue trembleth in 
Spirit When ſhe thinks of diſoheying. oe 
Commands. Homepar. I have ſet be- 
fore her alen Appearance of thy 
Ferſon, and che Vi igour of thy Youth, 
which when ſhe compareth with the Age 
and many — of thy Kinſman, it 


diſturbet her Mind, and ſtaggereth the 


Reſolutions of her Duty; but verily I 
Schad forgot that ſhe has wrote thee her 


Mid in this Paper, to whieh thou may ſt 
return an Anſwer to-morrow Morning. 


4 which E will call for when my Miſtreis 
is gone to the Meeting, to which I ſhall 
perſuade Sſanna not to accompany: her. 
The impatient: Billario, unable to bear any 
' with: ber tedious. Narrative, * 
E IS | c 
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ed tlie Letter out of her Hand, paid the 


Poſtage generouſly, and was glad ſhe went: 


away with little Ceremony, that he might 


peruſe his Epiſtle; which ran _ 


b Fin Billario, 

NAT HY fhouldſt thou diſturb. the- 

V Y -: Peace of an innocent Perſon, and 
2 - endeavour to pervert my Steps from the 
Paths of my Duty. Before I ſaw thee, 
+ I was undiſturbed in Mind, and indiffe- 
rent as to my Lot in this Life; but thou 
* haſt: changed the whole Syſtem of my 
+ Thoughts, and produced a dreadful War. 
ia my Mind, bet ween new-born Inclina- 


0 


tions, neee Infant Deſires, and the 


Obedience I owe to a Parent; till now, 
my own Cares, which were few, were all 
© that employed my Meditations, but chou 
* haſt cunningly wrapt thy. Intereſt: with 
* my Peace, in ſpight of, my Refolations, . 
and the Remonſtrances of my Mother. 


But what availeth this Confeſſion; if thou 


can'ſt take Pleaſure in mak ing thy Friend 
Fartner in thy Uneaſineſs without Hopes 


Jof Relief ? For though my. Inclinations 


vere never ſo ſtrong, yet through Grace 


1 will ſacrifice them to my Duty, and 


8 pct every thing rather than W 
G 4. „ 


(Capge)) | 
her. Deſiſt therefore, Friend, to enſnare 
my Aﬀections, ſince. without the Conſent 
MPS Mother, I can never be ns 8 


6 * Tom 127 8 
2 SUSANNA? 


Alert, on as this Latten oried 
out in Raptures, She loves! ſhe confeſſes it, 
the dear lovely Angel acknowledges the 
Power of mighty Love]! I have got the 


next Step muſt be to conquer her fooliſh 
Reſolutions, which can be but weakly 


os ; 
oo 0% ko} * 


warm Inclination. She is mine, Mader. 
} and we ſhall laugh at that Cormud- 

* geon the Alderman. What a ridiculous 
* Figure will he make, when be is baulk- 
| 55 ed in his Deſigns upon this young Crea- 
ture. But what ſhall I do to get to ſpeak 
to her? If cold unanimated Writing 
cculd baniſh her Indifference, ſure the 
Eloquence of Words, Lips, Eyes, Pray- 
ers, Vows, warm Embraces, and ſhort 
© breathed Sighs, muſt melt her into Com- 


,Pliance. - Oh the nameleſs tranſporting 


AN -” + b i * 
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© Extaſy 3 thus to fold her to my warm 
oo * to ſee ber panting, - bluſhing, 


2 — 


better of her profeſſed Indifference: The 


n keel when they combat a Wen 8 


e 
Py 


wv 


— 
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MN  ighing, dying ! the very Thought tran- 


© ſports me beyond mortal Imagination,” 
Ves, replied Moderno, and beyond mortal 
Apprehenſion too: Sure, like St. Fo 
you are got up to the Third Heaven, 
muſt have a Prick in the Fleſh, and a 
Meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet you and 
bring you to your Senſes again. Do you 
conſider that you are going to pull an old 
Houſe on your Head ? If you proceed you 
make the Alderman your mortal Enemy, 


and then farewel the Hopes of his Money: 


Beſides, he writes. to your Father, who 
right or wrong ſubſcribes to his Opinion, 
lends you, packing to. France, difcards me 
for being privy. to your Defigns, and ſaddles 
you 55 ſome ſour ill natured Pedagogue, 
* becauſe he is not fit for this World 
himſelf, believes you capable of turning 
Stoick, and living up to the muſty Mor 7. 
of Seneca, without the ſmalleſt Grain 
Allowance for Youth or human Frailty ; 


all this muſt happen as ſure as you live, if . 


you pretend to oppoſe the. Alderman's 
Marriage; if you proceed wiſely, you may 
have your Ends of Suſanna, which I ſup: 


| poſe amount to no more than a Night” tes 
Lodging or ſo, and that the old Man may 


ſpare you without being the worſe for it.; 
G 5 but 
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etend to monopolize this Bit 


hut if 0 pre 


entirely to yourſelf; one Word of hisblows 


up rod Fibe in a Trice, and try. then if 


ou can think of bluſhing, Do dy- 

be Gghing; and fo forth. No, my Dear, 

FO muſt come 4 Peg lower, and do no- 
in 


ake till the Citizen "hits fairly wedded 


which you muſt be at Hand'to lay. This 

zs your Scheme; if you fait beyond: this 
Latitude, you muſt ride the Storm without 

a Pilot, 1. will Taye. no hand. i in the 

matter. Y 

If, Ballo Was eber b in Raptnics, he 

was now as much in the Dumps, and plain- 


ly perceived his Tutor was in the right; 


but he could not with any degree of Pa- 
tience think of the Alderman's wedding 
her, thaugär he had no Inclination to put 
eon the Yoke- bimſelf; he ' propoſed a 
Thbouſand frivolous Objections to what 


Moderno had advanced, det they were ſo 


weak, that they appeared as the Reſult of 
his Faſſion and Obſtinacy, rather. than his 


| Reaſon, © However, they came to a Com. 
| promiſe, that Billario was to oppoſe but 


faintly her Deſign of accepting of the Citi- 


ken 5 but if he found am „ he 


Was 


g at preſent- but keep her Inelinations 
and then his Fumbling raifes a Devil, 


ed Bros Ha, © 
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was left at liberty to tip him the Favour of 
Cuckoldom before Marriage, and ſave the 
old Man the Labour of getting her Mai- 
denhead. And to this effect, he refolved - 
to try all Means to come to an Interview, 
which he hoped t6 compaſs by the Means 
of his faithful Agent Tabiths, for whoſe - 
coming he d de following Letter to 


Safe 
0 My 


Argo) 3 
1TH: what raptarous Pleaſure 
did I read the tranſporting Lines, 
"1 which confeſſed" I had conquered your 
© Indifference, and made a. Party in your 
©: Heart; © But my Adorable, the Bleſling, - 
© like all thoſe we enjoy on Earth, came 
feaſoned· with Bitterneſs and Anguiſh. 3 
How can I bear to think, that you, who 
have confeſſed I have an Intereſt in your 


6 


Affection: ſhould become the Property * 


(of amdether, and that thoſe dear Charms, 


_ which are only mine, ſhould be rifled by 


one who knows not their infinite Value, 
wi is incapable of taſting thoſe unſpeak - 

able Franſports my Fair can communi- 
c cate to another! But if you are reſolv- 

cged to make that cruel Sacrifice to Duty, 
1 me have one enn, to bid an 
050 _ eternal. 


| .. A 36 3 
eternal Adieu 1 Joys, for:whoſs 


tence, farewel for ever : As that muſt bring 


immediately from you, and not by ſe- 


Bey, R GG ROMA i 


* trive ſome Means for our Meeting, with 
*-which I conjure you to comply, — 


2 e en Peace ADE. rere * 
7 ys Keel uur Conftons, though | 
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Lali came, 8 him Tidings 


Fong the Alderman had deen there the 
Night be fore, and had met with but a cold 
Reception from Suſanna, who, though the 
could not abſolutely reje ct his Propoſal, 
yet was obſtinate in delaying the Nuptials 


tor a few Days, - which: 5 — have con- 


ſummated inſtantiy; and. deſired, that if 
he had any thing to offer that could help 
her out * the e in which ſhe ha 
Wt 


& *. $ 4 {F 


Sake alone I would live. Sure, /niggard 
Duty cannot refuſe this poor Requeſt to 
take my laſt Farewel, or hear your en- 
chanting Lips pronounce the parting Sen- 


Death, I would chuſe to receive the Blow 
cond hand. My Life, Tabitha will con- 


(157) 
childs vas the Time. - Billario told her, 
he had wrote to her to beg a Meetings 
which he hoped ſhe would perſuade her to 


yield to, and gave her the Letter. Tabitha, 


promiſed to do her utmoſt, but came back 
m the Afternoon, telling him abſolutely, 
that ſhe could not prevail on Saſanna. 
They were now at their laſt Shift, as 

nothing could be done effectually by the 
diſtant Method of negotiating. They 


thought of ſeveral Stratagems, but ſome- 


thing always appeared impracticable in 


them, without the Aſſiſtance! of che Lady 


herſelf, whoſe Conſent they deſpaired of 


obtaining. At laſt, as female Invention is 


always beſt, eſpecially where Intrigue is 


going forward; Tabitha thought of an Ex- 


pedient, which carried in it the Face of 


Probability. As the two Houſes joined by 


the Back, they had formerly been in the 
Poſſeſſion of one Family; and there ſtil 


remained a Communication between them, 
by Doors through | the: Dreſſing: Roems of 


all the Apartments, which were only najl- 


ed up. Tabitha knew this, and that the 
Door chrough, Suſanna's Drefling- Room, 
where ſhe lay, was ſo ſlightly made up. 


mow: Wa had er puſhed it open to 
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ceomverſe with the Maid of that man. 
before Billario came to lodge there. 
She acquainted Billario ' with. this ci 
eumſtance, faying, Verily, Friend, I take 
thee to be a ſober Perſon, and that thou 
art not ſo wicked as to think of offering the 
leaſt Indeceney or Violence to to my Miſ- 
treſs, but that thou meaneſt honeſtly to 
take ber for the Wife of thy Boſom before 
the Congregation. Therefore I will con 
euE thee through that Door into Sunna s 
Bedchamber, when all the Family is at 
Reſt, when thou mayft have an Opportu- 
pity to puſh her home, and oblige her to 
yield to the inward: Dictates of her natural 
Spirit, which is exceedingly deſirous of: 
Communion with thee. When 1 have left 
you - together, I ſniall return to my own» 
Bed, where if aught that is evil happeneth,. 
the Sin be upon thine own. Head; wok veri-- 
y mean righteouſly- - 
Billario aſked her if the. 3 nu 
nicate this Project to Saſanna; but ſhe told: 
him it would be better not, leſt ſhe ſhould 


be obſtinate, and not conſent to her on 


Good and that if ſhe ſhould: chide for a 
little, yet her Wrath would be ſoon over, 
oſpecially if he prevailed. Billaria, over- 

Joyed at fo. near a Proſpect of Happineſs, 
— 


4 * 
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dbubled the ordinary Gratuity to the kind 


(159) 


Meſſenger, and diſmiſſed her to be en 
ar the appointed Hour: 26 ON: ee 

He went immediately up to the Chamber: 
through which he was to paſs, which was 
that where his Footman lay, and obferved 


that the Door into the next Dreſſing-· Room 


was fo flightly faſtened, that it might be 
very - eaſly opened. About Twelve at 
Night, when all in both Families were at 
Reſt, except tne Actors in the Drama: 
Billrioundrefſed himſelf, all but his Slippers 
and his Night gown looſely wrapped about 
bim, and fat in his Servant's Room watch- 
ing the e Sign; which was at laſt 
given. He opened the Doors gently, and 
the kind Tabitba, ſhrowded only with her 


Smock, handed him to the Door of Saſan- 
24s Bedchamber; and left Him to make 


the Attack bimfſelf. 113 e eee 
The Nymph was aſleep; aids a Watch- 


Jobs burning by her; he ſtepped foftly til! 


he came to the Bed-ſide 3 while every 
Limb and Joint trembled with the bare 
Imagination of the appreaching Scene. But 
who can deſtribe the be witching Viewthat 


then opened to his enamoured Eyes. Su- 


fanna lay with her Head careleſsly reclin- 


ing on one Arm, her Face covered with a 


n 
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glowing Bluſh, and every Feature faſhion- 
ed into an agreeable Smile, which alone 
was ſufficient to animate the moſt impotent 
Mortal; but the lower Region would have 
given Life to Prometbeus s Man of Clay, 
and ſaved him the Trouble of ſtealing Fi ire 
from Heaven, for her ſnowy. Boſom ap- 


peared in full View; the Bed-cloaths, as 


conſpiring to bleſs the happy Lover, left 
the Nymph quite naked, even her Shift 
furled itſelf up above her Middle, and un- 
veiled the ſacred Territories of myſterious 
Love. Her ivory Limbs lay negligently 
extended, as unwilling to bar-the Gates of 
Blifs. Billario ſtopped and gazed, and 


wiſhed the beauteous Scene might laſt for 


ever. The luſcious Attitude in which all 
theſe Charms were ſeen, ſet Imagination 
wild, and ſent thrilling Pleaſure through 


every. Part : But the Innocence and awful 


Virtue that ſmiled in her Countenance, 
gave a Check to the looſer Appetite; for 


a Moment calmed the ſenſual Rake, and 


inſpired him with ſuch Sentiments of Ho- 


nour and Virtue, that he was almoſt about 


to retire, as not daring to violate her chaſte 
Repoſe, leſt; her Guardian Angel ſhould 
ſtrike him dead for; the horrid-Sacrilege. 
* theſe pious Thoughts were wes A 
| ve 
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lived; they ſoon vaniſhed, and gave Place 


to che natural Impulſe of Fleſh and Blood. 


But to do him Juſtice,” the Temptation 


vas indeed ſtrong; for juſt when he was 
in the Struggle between Love and Re- 


ſtraint, Suſanna began to breathe ſhort, and 
her Limbs to quiver as if in ſome Agony, 


which added new. Beauties to her former 
Poſture; for (he- removed her Hands from 


their firſt Station, and ſeemed! to hug 
ſomething between them with great Ea- 


gerne ſs, and at laſt, in a kind of murmur- 


ing Extaſy cried out, my Soul, my Life, 
my Billario, you ruin me; but you have 
charmed me to ſuch a Height, I muſt1 


muſt yield to my Undoing, oh Billario 


and then let fall her Arms on each Side. 


Nor Billario, nor ny Fleſh or Blood could 
longer ſtand it. He leaped into her Boſom 


and graſped her with eager Tranſport, ſay- 


5 ing, J am here, my Charmer, I am bleſſed 


in your Arms, happy us? the Funn 


of mortal Man. 


The firſt Surprize tied up hen Utterance, 
and deprived her of all Senſe of What he. 
ſaid; — when ſhe could ſpeak, ſhe ſhriek- 
ed Jie loud enough to have awakened thoſe 


in the next Houſe, and ſtruggled to get 


dem 0 Ares. | He tried: all in his Power 
Sort | to 


( x62 ) 
to paciſy her, but her Cries were ſo loud, 

— alarmed the Houſe, and Tabitha 
eame running to tell them her Miſtreſs 
was coming up Stairs, and pulled Billario 
haſtily into another Room, and ſhut the 
Door upon him; from whence ſhe had but 
juſt returned when Hannah came in to ſee 
what was the Matter, Tabitha, whe had 
more of hes Wits about het than Suſannn, 
though; much frighted, anſwered her Miſs 
treſs before the other had Time to form 
an Excuſe ; that Saſanna had been frighted 
in ber Dream, and; had ſhricked ſo, that 

wwaked; her, thinking ſomething. ſtrange 
had been the matter withoher:; Suſanna: 
took the Hint, and-told--her:Muuner very 
gravely; that ſhe had dreamed, that an ug: 
ly great Bear was tearing her to Pieces; 
that ſhe waked with the Torture ſhe 
thought he put her to, and the Impreſfion. 


was ſa ſtrong upon her, that it — 0 N 


Moments after Fa Tabisba came into the Room 
before ſne could be perſuaded that it was a 


Dream. 


Verily, Child, ſays ee how, haſt 
eaten too heavy a Supper, and the Fumes 
of it oppreſs thy Spirits; 11} get thee ſome | 
Surfeir W Water, and thou wilt he well again 
| _ thou. n She ran: down im- 
mediately 


r 
* * 
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| niedinbbly: and brought doun the Cordial. 
which he really ſtood in need of; for be- 


ſides the former Fright ſhe was in, ſhe 


now recollected how much Danger the had 
Billario to by her Outcries, the 
very Thoughts of which crowding at once 

upon her Spirits, rendered her ſcarce able 
to ſpeal. However, the Surfeit- Water re- 
ieved her, and her Mother left her to her 
Repoſe. She then chid Tabitha ſeverely 


for her Imprudence in letting Billario in to 


ker Chamber, which the Girl excuſed 


ſelf. for, by urging, that truly the young 
Man meant her no Harm, but was willing 


to have an Opportunity onhy ta W 
her ta liſten to her own Good. And now, 


added the; as thy Surprize is over, th” badit 
beſt permit me to call him in; thou mayſt 
fit by his Counſel; verily, if thou hadſt 
Eyes to ſee hoẽ- camely he looks, and 


with what Eagerneſs he would: preſs thee 
to his Boſom, thou vuldſt bs angry * 
_ thyſelf for: having frightned him away. 


Away, Girl, rephed Suſarng, thou art 


| 3 d impure in thy Imagination 3 


thou madſt me guilty of a Sin, in telling 
my Mother a Eye, but if thou any more 
mentioneſt bis Name, or preſume to give 


him Admittance into my Apartment, I 


2 reveal the whole Truth: Get thee 
gone, 
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n 
gone, and let him out by the Way he 
came in. But hold, what ſhall 1 do, he 


muſt paſs through the Chamber, and I 


cannot bear to ſee him; he has diſcovered 
my Nakedneſs when aſleep. ——  -Oll 
ſhall fink for Shame as often as 1. reflect 
upon it. Nay then, faid - Tabitha, If [ 


mult not let him out, he muſt: ſtay in the 


Houſe till Day-light, and then all the Fa- 
mily will ſee him, and the Tongues of the 


Wicked will be let looſe againſt thy Repu- 


tation: I would adviſe thee to let him paſs 
now, and only bid him farewel before he 
Ae never to trouble thee more. 
Suſanna was a long Time perplexed 
1 what Courſe to take. But at laſt ſhe con- 
ſented that he ſhould paſs, though on Con- 
dition that he ſhould not approach the Bed, 
the Curtains of which ſhe ordered to be 
drawn. Tabitha brought him again to the 


Charge, and retired to her Reſt as before, 


leaving upon him the Scandal of Breach of 


Capitulation, of which he was not over 


ſcrupulous; for he gently put back the 


Curtains, and bending one Knee to the 


Ground, conjured her to lay aſide her Fears, 
as he had no Deſign upon ner Virtue ; 
begged of her in the Name of Love, to 

ee e him to breathe out his Soul at her 


Feet, 


: ( 165 ) + 

Feet, and convince her with how pure and: 
ardent a Flame he adored” her; and: fo 
much adored, that he would uſe none 
of thoſe precious Moments to promote his 
own Intereſt in her Breaſt, but to perſuade 
her, purely for her own ſake, not to throw 
herſelf away upon a doating old Man; 
which, however; if ſhe — and, if 
his Abſence would make her happy, he 
would baniſn himſelf for ever, from her 


Preſence, though his Death Rs inevit- 


ably follow; {ot 

This he attpred- in ſo moving a Straing 
that Suſanna could' not ſee him in that Ago- 
ny of Mind, without offering ſome Relief. 
She ſtretched out her Hand to point to a 
Chair, that he might ſit down, which he 
greedily ſhatched to his Lips, and ſealed 

with a thouſand glowing Kiſſes. Then 


ſeating himſelf on the Bedſide, and look - 
ing wiſtfully at her, can you, my charming 


Suſanna, ſaid he, keep me at ſueh an awful 


Diſtance, when you ſee the Purity of my 


Sentiments ? Can you imagine that I can 
think 1 have the leaſt Intereſt in your Heart, 
when you ſo eaſily ſacrifice-me to an ima - 
ginar . yy and likewiſe treat me with 


ſo little Tenderneſs, when this may be the 


laſt Time we ſhall ever meet. O Billario- 
727010 replied 


8 * 
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— che Nymph 


' what woutdft thou have me to do for thee ? 
How do thy Words pierce 


formed againſt thee? I ſhould chide thee for 
this rude Incrufion on my Privacy, and the 
little Delicacy and Regard" chou expreſſedſt 


for my good Report, in practiſing upon a 


2 Wretch, to aid thee' in ruining 
my Fame, But I cannot form my Words 
in Anger againſt thee; Lon the Pleaſure 


I take in hearing thee, though at the Ex- 


—.— of my Reputation. Ceaſe then to 


complain; * thou art unhappy, I am more 


{> ; for relentleſs Duty binds me for ever 
to the Man 1 hate. while my Soul is full 
| 5 Image. But thou mayſt range in 


brave of me in the chaſte nt of 
5 ſome more fortumate Maid. 
This is impoſſible, my charming 


— 


44, replied he, throwing bimfelf k by her, 


and Patching her to his Boſom, all the 
Charms of the whole Sex united are inſuf- 
ficient to efface thy dear Idea from my Re- 
membrance; no, I can taſte no Happineſs 
without thee, efpecially when I reflect, 


that this delicate Perſon, theſe fine Limbs, 


(on note oy Love and tender Dalliance, muſt 
ſubmit 


„in a Tone of Softneſs, 


8 e my Heart, and 
how 'vain are all the Reſolutions I had 


: of — and loſe the Remem- 


his Boldneſs, but he ſtifled her/Cat 


Es _ Tam) 
ſubmit co the loathed Embraces of wither- 
ed old Age, and became the Property ofa 
Wretch, * indeed thou canſt not but 
hate and deſpiſe! Heavens ! the ve 


ry 
Thought diſtracts me maſt ſuch a Dotard 


rifle all thy lovely Sweets, and hoard up a 


Treaſure Nature has denied him the Abi- 
lity of enjoying! While he ſpoke, he over“ 
whelmed her with amorous Embraces, and 


his licentious Fingers wandered over all that 


tempting Scene his Eyes had fraſte@on but 
ſome Minutes before. 


> The. Nymph wodk! e Ad hinnds 
aints 
with Kiflcs, and. lield her fo cloſe char he 


had no Power to hinder him from ufing 
his Hands as he pleaſed. One Liberty be- 


pat another, till both were in a Blaze, and 
eaſon / was no longer able to ſtem the 


Torrent of impetuous Deſire. He was even 

proceeding to the laſt myſterious Ceremo- 
py of Love, and ready prepared to laupeh 
Into the ſacred Zone, when a ſudden Noiſe 


in the Room alarmed them both, and re- 
called the yielding Maid to Thoughts »Þ 


Honour and Virtue. Bei 


Billario, who was as much alarmed as 


ſhe, ſtarted out of Bed to examine into the 


rg he heard, which proved to be only 
Tabitha, 


— — dens 
” 
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Tabitha, who, it ſeems; willing to be ac- 


quainted with what paſſc 
vers, had ſtolen ſoftly. into the Room to 
liſten. - She ſtood at the Foot of the Bed, 


and heard all the firſt Part of their Conver. 
ſation pretty diſtinly ; but when they 


came to be more warmly engaged, ſhe 


heard nothing but ſhort breathing 'Sighs, 
and a ruſtling and tumbling of the Bed; 
which made her fancy they were about to 
begin the old Trade of Baſket-making ; 
and being willing to ſee a Scene ſo uncom- 
mon, went ſtealing about to one Side of 


the Bed, where the Curtains were not 


drawn; when ſtumbling over ſomething 


that ſtood in her Way, ſhe fell violently 
againft a Table, which ſhe overturned ;: the 


Noiſe of which alarmed the Lovers, ſpoiled 


their Sport, and once more hraugnt the old 
Woman up Staits. 


They heard her rattling ups and Billaris 


had only Time to eſcape through the Dreſ- 
ſing- Room before ſhe was at the Door. Ta- 


bitha laid the Blame of this. Accident upon 
the Cat; and Suſanna was ſo much in Con- 
fuſion and ſo frighted, that ſhe could give 
no Account of the matter; ſo that the old 


Woman, fancying ſome Ghoſt or evil Spi- 
rit haunted the Room, made Sv ſanna get 
d up, 
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|. Ups and become: her Bedfellow:-for -that 
F Night. Billario | waited-for ſome time in 
ö the Preſſing- Room, till he heard his Mi- 
Þ ſtreſs was to be removed, and then, - hav- 
| ing no further Buſineſs chere, nor. any: In- 
clination to encounter Taditha, whom he 
heartily curſed: for her Curioſity, that had 
diſappointed him in the critical. Minute, he 
vaniſhed by the Way that he came, and 
went to Bed, horridly vexed that he had 
been wound up to ſuch a Pitch. without 
any kind She at hand to _ che Fever in 
his Blood. Dag £546, 09 De 
Next Morrisg * ordered his Servaiit to 
watch for Tabitha; and bring her to him 
as ſoon as ſhe came abroad. It was near 
Twelve before he could get Sight of her, 
and then ſhe had only Time to tell him, 
that he was to be admitted next Night to 
f conſult with his Miſtreſs how to break off 
0 the Match with the Alderman, for that ſhe | 
— vas now bent upon Diſobedience. At the 
Hour appointed Tabitha met him in the 
n Dteſſing: Room, and told him that Sufanta - 
— had altered her Mind, and would not con- 
e ſent to ſee him, and had obliged her to 
d lie with her that Night; but that ſne would 
W put out the Candle when ſhe was ready to 
t 20 to Bed, and when he ſhould obſerve 
fo : H _ - ne 
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the 3 dark, He fhould immediately 


eome im and take her Place. He huggell 
her for jher;Jovention, and almoſt forgave 


her for her laſt Night's Diſappointment. 


„Sbe parted. with him to put Szſanna to 
Bed, and gave him the Signal to come in, 


by putting. out the Light. He groped 


to that Side f the Bed where 7. abitha had | 


directed hi Jay down without any Inter- 
ruption, and by degrees crept cloſe to the 
Nymph, but was afraid of diſcovering 


unelf, for fear of her making a Noiſe. 


But he had no Occafion for that Caution, 


for ſhe turned to him and by Accident 


threw one of her Legs over his. This ſet 
him ſo much on Fire, that he could con- 
tain. no longer, but graſped her cloſe in 
his Arms, and without ſpeaking, but in 


ſoft murmuring Sighs, uſed all the Free. 
dom he could wiſh, and finding ſo ſmall 


Reſiſtance in the Prelude, he made a bold 
Puſh at the Fort, which received his Fire 
without flinching. . The firſt Extaſy over, 
the, Reader may believe there could be no 
great Hifficulty in repeating the Effay, *cill 
they were both cloyed. Billario was charm- 


ed bi yond E xpreſſion, with the ſoft yield- 
ing "Tenderneſs. of his Miſtreſs; but was 
fps 10 FO Ae Uo Or: * Ren- | 
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counters,, and their n ſhe ne 
ver uttered one Word, though there was 
no more Danger of being overheard this 
Night than the Night before. He aſked ; 
her, why ſo filent, — did ſhe not bleſs 
him with the Sound of her Voice. Has 
Love charmed away thy Utterance, are his 


Extaſies ſo ſtrong, my Fair-one, that you 


cannot find Words to call me your's? Or 
do you grudge me the Pleaſure of hearing 
you confeſs that you love, and that- you 

partake of the mighty Joy, which abſorbs 


all my F aculties. Verily, Friend Billario, 


« replied the Nymph, ina laughing Tone, 
* thou-art deceived, for it is not Suſanna 


thou haſt carreſſed, but thy Hand-maid ' 
* .Tabitha.' 1 gueſſed thou wert lewdly 


Siven, and hadſt a Deſigu upon the Body 
of my Miſtreſs, and therefore put myſelf 
10 her Place, that I might divert thee 
* from thy evil Purpoſes ; but truly thy 
evil Spirit hath. got the better of mine, 


and thou haſt made me even as one of 


the Wicked.“ Billario, ſtung to the 
Quick, that he had been ſo laviſh of him- * 
ſelf on ſuch a Creature, whoſe very Idea 


chilled his Vigour; (for ſhe had ſomething, 


very forbidding in her Countenance, and 
nothing but Youth. to recommend her) 
H 2 Was 
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was going to bounce from the Bed, and 
leave her with a Curſe; but ſhe caught faſt 
hold of him; begged him to be patient, 


and ſince they had time, and he could rea- 


ſon calmly, conſult about the Affairs of 
Suſauna :s Marriage, which muſt be in two 
Days, if not prevented. He, on ſecond 
Thoughts, judging, it would not now be 

r to diſoblige her, pretended to be 
Tacified: for the Diſap pointment; but for 


his Blood could not being himſelf to ano- 


ther Charge, though not much exhauſted ; 
the Idea of her Face wis ſo ſtrong in his 
Mind, he could not conquer his Averſion 


To far as to do her the Favour in her own | 


Proper Perſon ::. 
She told him Suſanne would have kept 
her Appointment, but her Mamma would 


not part with her that Night, and there- 


fore ſhe had ordered her to tell him, that ſne 


would be adviſed by him, how to proceed 


with regard to the Alderman. - Brflario was 
embarraſſed for an Anſwer, fince he had 
reſolved not to oppoſe the Alderman's 
Marriage, eſpecially at the Expence of 
taking the conjugal Vows himſelf; but 
judging that it would be difficult for the 
young Lady to ſee him, and that the Mar- 
8 — = aa before a Meet- 


ing 
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ing could be effected, he told Tabitha that 
it was impoſſible to conſult Meaſures for 
their mutual Intereſt, without an Interview, 
whichthe left to her to bring about as ſoon 

as poſſible. This Affair being ſettled, he 
forced: himſelf to give her a warm Hug, 
and returned to his own Chamber much 
chagrined at the Trick that had been put 
upon him, and the little Hopes he ſaw. of 
enjoying Silanna without the Nele Bill 
of Church Benediction. 

Next Day Tabitba came to him and-ac- 
guainted him, that ſhe and Suſanna would 
come to his Chamber through the Dreſſing- 
Room, about Five o' Clock in the Aſter- 
noon: But Tabitha begged of him to men- 

tion nothing of what had paſſed the Night 
before. Hle promiſed he would not, and 
waited impatiently for the appointed Hour. 
At laſt they came, and Billario deſired Tu- 
bitha ta remain in the Dreſſing Room, to 
give them Intelligence if any Danger was 
near: Thus he ſaw himſelf again alone 
with the charming Suſanna, whoſe ſhort 
Breathings, frequent Bluſhings, and trem- 
bling Accents, convinced him that the 
Idea of thoſe raviſhing Moments they juſt 
paſt together, was ſtil] freſh in her Memo - 
pe He fat. down by her on a Couch in 
5 3 the 
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the Room, preſſed her tenderly to his Bo- 


ſom, and wiped the pearly Drops from her 
Eyes, which unwilling burſt from her, 
and made her look = the Sun in an April 


Morning. 


He begged of her to tell him the Cauſe | 


of her preſent Grief, and why ſhe ſeemed 
1o much overwhelmed with Sorrow ; while 
he encircled her in his Arms, and his Soul 
breathed nothing but Love and Tender- 
neſs. Ah, Billario ! cried the lovely Girl, 
what Cauſe have I not for Sorrow, when 
I have diſcovered to thee the Weakneſs of 
my Soul, and that I am ſo bewitched to 
that Affection with which thou haſt in- 
ſpired me, that regardleſs of my Virgin 
Fame, and the repeated Warnings of a 
fond Mother, I have gone great Lengths 
beyond my Sex's Modeſty, and met thee 
when alone in thy own Apartment, for no 
bother Purpoſe but to have the Pleaſure of 
telling-thee how wretched thou haſt made 
me; for, oh, my Friend, we muſt never 
meet again: To- morrow's Dawn puts an 


everlaſting Period to all our fond Hopes, 


and binds me to Woe and Miſery. I have 


no longer Reſpite from endleſs Wretched- 


neſs than this Night, which will be but 
too, too ſoon at an End. Alas! What 
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malicious Star brought 1 me ert acquainted 
with thee ? *till then my Hours ran on in 
careleſs Indolence, and my Hopes were 
equal to my Circumſtances; I knew no 
Happineſs greater than my Duty, and 1 
obeyed without Reluctance; but thou haſt 
given me a Glimpſe of Joy, to which my 
Soul was utterly a Stranger, and 9 
to regret the Loſs when it is out of my 
Power to Here the Emotion ſhe was 
in ſtopped her Expreſſion, and Billario 
melted into extreme Tenderneſs at her ſoft 
Complainings. compaſſionately mingled 
his Tears with her's, while} hel fipped in 
the balmy Dew as it- fell from her cog 
ing Eyes. She permitted him to preſs her 
anting ſnowy, Boſom, anck returned his 
cind Embraces with undifſembled Warmth, 
which raiſed ſuch an Extaſy in 
they fell over upon the Co 
fit for Love's laſt Sacrifice, 
knowing whar they did 
perceived the Nadaneige he had over hep 
and was reſolved not to loſe fo fair an Op- 
portunity of reaping the firſt Fruits of thoſe 
Joys which' were fo ſhortly | to become the 
Property of the fümbling 
Alderman ; and he was once more arrived 
on the Confines of amorous Bliſs, when 


SG 


both. that 
, in A 1 85 


Fr But e bg 


If oo . ᷣ ee Es 


inſufficient ol 


> * 8 2 q 
U— 7 I. — 
— re ran 
= Sms Ol = 4; ae 
- — 


— 232 2. « 
mee... 1222 A , >, IE 
"ITED 0 * —— -c * 
<a 36234 2 * 
= — me — 2 


: > 1 - . CRE 4 =— * MACS — 5 
p — r — —— 2 — 6 
. Se” FTA —_—_ oe OE * 3 — — — on — — ” « 
. 1 * 06." oY 2 "PD WER = cs * SOA - 6 awe . 4 25 * 

TE INST * * 2 ALT 2 Ne — —— Pe ne _l EEC; ES 1 PET e- 

A N 8 ———— —— 1 — — * 2 . — 2 . ˙ LA” : 

— — — ——_— — . bd — 
> = 


— TT 
: 5 — _ 2 
= © 1 * EEC ILSS 
— — : . — 2 — . 
1 yo ene G — reg i * * 


( 176 ) 
Tabitha came running in out of Breath, to 
tell them that her Miſtre ſs had called twice 
for Suſanna, and would certainly come up 


if ſhe did not inſtantly go dow. 


The Poſture . Tabitha found them i in, 
made them both look exceedingly fooliſh ; 


bowerer, they were not at much Pains 


to explain the Matter to her, and Suſanua 
left him haſtily, Promiſing; that ſhe would 
endeayour to ſee him once more, before 
ſhe, gave her Hand to the odious Alderman. 
TLalicba would not ſtay behind, well know- 
ing SBillario owed her no good Will for 
thus traverſing his Meaſures; for i in fact, 
her üs Calllac was nl x Pretoxcta 


f + + - 


af 1 their H pinch ; "for the bad 
d through a / 45285 all the while, 

. 171 that paſſed; 15 ruſhed in with that 
Pretence, 'W [294 ſhe 
to a, Conch ſion, Hh je 15 not hear ta 
ſee all that Happineſs ee to 

other, WI jeh, 1 e had experienced herſelf 
the Night before When the perſonated 


| Suſanna. 


þ * £5 about 3 an Hour after, the returned 


with i Ac unt, that Su/c gſama would come 


FP. the fame, chamber, when all the Fami- 
y was at Reſt, and deſired him to receive 


fn 8 ar  Billario diſſem. 


bled 


11 coming 


7 
Bled his Chagrin, and paid her handſome- 
ly for her Intelligence; but when ſhe was 
gone, began cooly to conſider her Meſlage. 
eſpecially the Circumſtance of being with- 
out Light. He recollected the Trick that 
had been put upon him before in the Dark, 
and was reſolved not to ſpend his Ammu- 


nition to ſo little Purpoſe a ſecond Time. 
He went to Bed in that Chamber about 


the Time appointed, and put out the Light; 


depending on his feeling for diſcovering 
the Chear, if any was intended. He had 
not been in Bed many Minutes, when the 
Paſs-Dovr opened, and Tabitha, for it was 
no other than ſhe, came to the Bed-ſide ;z 
he put out his Arms to receive her, and 
found a Perſon in her. Shift, which con- 
vinced him it was not Suſanna; for he con- 
cluded from the whole of that Lady's De- 
portment,. that ſhe had not yet got ſo far 
the better: of her Modeſty, as to come * 
him in that Diſhabile; however, he 
mitted her to. come to Bed, and felt =} 
Hand, (to aſſure him in his Conjecture be- 
fore he uttered a Word) which- finding a 
little too robuſt and hard for a Woman of 
Suſanna s Delicacy, without any ſeeming 
Emotion, ſays, Tabitha, what Meſfage 
Thas the charming Suſanna ſent me?. Am F + 
H 5. dor 
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to be admitted to her, or has ſhe changed 


©. her Mind?“ Why, replied Tabitha, what 
haſt thou to do with Suſanna ? She is the 
betrothed Wife of thy Kinſman ; verily it 
is a Sin for thee to tempt her Weakneſs, 


and I am now come to offer thee Advice to 


let her alone. Truly thou muſt conquer 
the Fleſh, and let it not get the berter of 
| of Reaſon. 

Billario Knew ſhe had an approved Re- 
ceipe for the Conqueſt of the Fleſh ; but 
not being diſpoſed to follow her Preſcrip- 
tion, he was fo enraged to be thus trifled 
with, when his Deſires were wound up to 
their higheſt Pitch, by his Expectation of 
Suſanna, that he could not even diſſemble 
Complaiſance, but, in a Paſſion, deſired 
her to let him immediately know what 
Meſſage ſhe brought from her Miſtreſs, 


or he would call up his Footman, and or- 


der him to duck her in the neighbouring : 


Horſe-Pond. 


Frightened with the ehen Tone in 


which he expreſſed the Menace, ſhe begged 
him to be patient, and ſhe would conduct 
Him to Suſanna, who lay in her own Cham- 
ber expecting him; he made her no Re- 
ply but bounced out of Bed to follow her; 
the went in through the Paſs-Doer before 


him 
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him ptetty nitmbly, and pulled it after her; 

and Was endeavourin mag, to faſten it on che 
Inſi de, but he pr too ſtrong for her, I 
burſt it open, ang ut catching hold of her, 
ſwore bloodily he would range her. 7 ſhe. 


| ſpoke! one Word- She promiſed” o be 


calm, and permitted, him to paſs throvett 
the Room into ''Saſanma's Bedchamber, 
where he found her all in Tears, bemioans 


ing the Misfortunes of the enſuing Day. ; 


The firſt Moments were ſpent” in filene 
rapturous Embraces; in which they both - 
indulged themſelves without Reforke, and 
which ſerved as a Prelude to more ſub- 
ſtantial Delights ; for Billario was reſolved 
to huſband the precious Moments, . left. 


| ſome new Diſappointment ſhould rob him | 


of his Bliſs. He artfully fanned the Vir> 
gin's Flame by warm Careſs and wanton - 


| Dalliance, without ſeeming to point at tlie 


main Object of his Withes , and when "be - 
had raiſed her to the Height of expirit A 
Extaſy, he took Poſſeſſion | before ſhe coule 
imagine the Enemy was ſo near her Qs 


tis 


ters. Then, finding it too late td offeriat 
Keſiſtance, the met his: amorous: Efforts 


with equal Ardor.” But, when, waking . 


froͤm the delicious Trance, ſhe faintly cried' 
ont; 3 Ah Billario] thou haſt uridofie me, 
FH 6 robbed 


5 Ned e mne ef my 


| in he yo xms, reſtore me, 


repeat ur Joys ſo. 


. In 2, by Al new: Scene of 
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Virgin Innocence, and 
att me nothing — hame and Diſhonour, 
Lor the vaſt 8 of 975 my 80 had in 


Store far thee ; th 59 e him . wildly 
d 


ed ſhe, oY 


fie 


Charmer, but it- ſhall be 
I received it: We will 
fren, that you ſhall con- 

el you have laid out your Stock of Love 


io rear Adyantage, on one, . 


1 thee, my 
in the. me, Form I 


Ing ten fold. Let us loye now, careleſs 
to: 47 M and prolong the happy 
MSP Ns Minute- 

But the 


iol . of their 15 Fößfrr⸗ ben Rex Rea: 


font FR. to flo, in apace, an 


to thi riouſiy on the falſe Step b bad 


| taken; She burſt. into a Flood c Tears, 


- oo 


£3 which ſhe . bathed Billario's Boſom, 
72 God! what have I. done? 
i E 18 e to one I hate, and 


my. Henour ſacrificed to another whom. I 
love... k all 91 Pollution to the Mar- 


ge 0 No! 


LA 


aviſher, PRs ay haſt ſtolen from 
53 replied. the vigorous Swain, I wilt 


| who has no 
other a i but to N the mighty Blef-. 


iag I die firſt, I'Il ſhare 
my Fate Vin thee, . e 1 


AD ao be ans 


; ( 181 } 


thee. over the wide World, and ſeek no 
Happineſs but in thy Love. Wilt thou 


— me, and reſtore me once more to the 


Paths of Virtue, that I may honeſtly and 
avowedly call thee mine: Speak, and make 


| ae Harry! Why now ſo ſilent? when a 


ontinuance of our mutual Happineſs is the 
me? Billario, who was not fully ꝑre- 
pared for this kind of Explanation,. was 
much at a Loſs what Reply to make; for 
now he had reaped the Fruit, he could find 


little or no Difference, in reflecting upon 


the meer Act, between this he had been 


in ſuch a mighty Buſtle about, and the 


more - acceſſible Tabitha, whom he could 
now heartily forgive for another Interrup- 
tion to. relieve him out of his preſent Fer- 
plexity. 11 

Hie had ſuch an PAL to Matrimony, 
that the very Thoughts of it, at any time, 
reduced him to a State of Anihility. He 
endeavoured to put her off with telling her, 
that the preſent Minutes were not to be 
ſpent in fruitleſs Cares about Futurity; their 
Buſineſs was Love, which would be” Pro- 


pitious to itſelf, and find out Means to con- 


tinue their Bliſs. Then ſtifling a Reply 
with Kiſſes, he would have put her pait 
her e Thoughts * a Repetition of 


« 


former 
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former Joys. But Suſanna, though young 
and unexperienced in the Ways of Men, 


had Penetration enough to fee through this 
Evaſion, and flung herſelf from his Arms, 
faying, no, Billario, thou haſt' awakened 


my Virtue by the evaſive Anſwer thou haſt 


now made me, and ſhalt not again triumph 
over my Weakneſs, till thou haſt given 
me an explicit Anſwer to what I aſk; for 


though, having been once thine, I ſcorn to 


be, nay dare not be another's, yet, I had 


rather periſh i in the moſt wretched manner, 


than continue thy Proſtitute. I have now 
diſcovered the Baſeneſs of thy Soul; thou 
appearedſt firſt to me in an Angel's Form, 


thy Looks, thy Words, and all thy Actions 


beſpoke thee pure as Virgin Wiſhes: hence 
thou waſt enabled to enſnare my unguard- 


ed Affections, and lull the Guardians of 


my Honour into a fatal Security; but thou 
haſt now unmaſked thyſelf: The Fiend, 
the luſtful Raviſher appears through the 
Diſguiſe, and thy Soul ſtands naked be- 


— 


fore me in its natural Baſeneſs and Defor-- ; 


mity. | | 
Then ſinking into a leſs paſſionate Tone, ; 


Or is it, thou Jear Deceiver, to try me, 


that thou puts on this Air of Coldneſs? 


Oh, tay it is, that I may not burft with 


Grief; 
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Grief; put on again the lovely Vizor, and 
deceive me as thou didſt before; blind me 
with Paſſion, and ſhrowd me from Re- 
flection, leſt I go mad with thinking what 
| a Wretch thou haſt made me. But what 
do I ſay? wretched I cannot be, if thou 
lov'ſt me. and wilt but promiſe to be mine 
for ever, by the ſacred Ties of Marriage? 
I will be thine, my dear Suſanna, replied 
Billario, I will be thine. alone. But wilt 
thou confirm it publickly ? returned the 
other impatiently, —— Why ſo importu- 
nate, interrupted he, about a triffling Ce- 
remony, eſpecially to-night, which may 
be much better employed. Away De- 
ceiver, returned the unhappy Suſanna, falſe - 
difſembling Monſter! I ſee thy Deſign, 
thou haſt indeed drawn me into the Snare, 
but if there is Juſtice above, my Curſes 
ſhall daſh thy future Days with Sorrow. 
Nay, thy own Conſcience will be thy Tor- 
mentor, and I ſhall be amply revenged by 
the hourly Upbraiding with which it ſhall. 
embitter all thy Pleaſure. But, Wretch 
that I am, what will become of me? My 
Curſes recoil on my own Head, and I feel 
already thofe Pangs, thy too hardened 
Heart is an utter Stranger to. Oh! miſe- 
rable Woman, betrayed, loft, abandoned 
ry Tue Oye to 


— , 
* „ 
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to the Scorn of the Wiſe, the Laughter of 
Fools; and without one Glimpſe of in- 
ward Peace. Oh Virtue! how ineffable 
art thou? But a few Minutes ago I was 
happy in thy Poſſeſſion, bleſſed with Inno- 


cence and Peace; now all Pollution, Rage, 


Madneſs and Deſpair. She ſpoke theſe 
laſt Words with ſuch Violence, and her 
Heart was ſo full, that her Utterance failed 
her, and choaked with Paſſion, ſhe fixed 


her Eyes on Billario, mixed with Rage and 


Langvor, and ſunk into a Swoon. 


Billariz, alarmed at the Condition he 


ſaw her in, chaffed her Temples with. his 
Hand, and did all in his: Power to bring 
her to herſelf ; but finding it in vain, he 
jumped out of Bed, and called in Tabitha 


to aſſiſt him. She deſired him to retire,. 


that ſhe might call for more proper Help. 
Though his good Nature would have 
' prompted him to ſtay and fee her recover, 
yet believing it no mortal. Fit, he was 


| of of that Opportunity of getting rid of 


r Clamour, and marched off to Bed. | 

He was no ſooner out of the Room, than 
Tabitha finding Suſanna continued ſtill in- 
ſenſible, formed a Reſalution the moſt wic- 
ked ſhe could contrive to be revenged on - 


given: 


Billario for the Diſappointment. he a had 


Ld had %E 


of all chat Outery. The wicked Tabriba 


the chaſte Su/ann 


S 
gy n her, .and the Indigni ity he had offer. 
o het Charms, by obliging her to quit 


| his Bed, without performing thoſe” Rites 
the expected from 


him. She. tore off her 
Miſtreſs's Cap, and diſordered her Hair, 


and in that Condition, opened the Bed - 


chamber Door, and bawled out, Murder as 
loud as ſhe could. Her Chmour raiſed 
the whole Family, and brought them to 
the Chamber. The Servants were the firſt 
that entered, before whom ſhe behayed 
like a Creature bereft of her Senſes, howl- 
ing, ſhrieking, and wringing her Hands, 


and, as if unable to utter, the Cauſe of her 
Grief, Pointed to the Bed where Suſanna 


I 2 + ESTs . . move. 
lay, in a Condition apt Sοοαονο ws . 


Pity, without the Preparation of the fran- 
tick Behaviour of this diabolical Women, 
At laſt Hannab came into the Room fright- 


ed out of her Wits, and aſked the / Cauſe 


then found her Tongue, and in broken 
Accents, ſuch as, Oh we are all undone - 
—Oh ſhe - 
is raviſhed by a baſe Villain. there the 
pow r-Sufferer lies expiring by his brutal 
Violence. The fond Mother ran to her 
Paughter, bathed her with her Tears, and 
e to wake ker from her ma 
7 
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By the moſt moving Exclamations. Cor: 
| dials were applied, but all in vain, and 


the whole Family ſeemed diſtracted, not 


knowing how to behave; but Tabitha ut- 
tered her Complaints with more Vehemence 


than any; and when ſhe had exhauſted her 


Spirits with her noiſy Grief, a ſilent Scene 


of mournful Sorrow. ſucceeded, She took 
that Opportunity to tell them, that a Per- 


ſon from the next Houſe, whom ſhe had 
ſeen dine with her Miſtreſs ſome Days ago, 


had that Night forced open the Door in the 
Dreſſing· Room, ruſhed in. upon her when 
in Bed, put a Gag in her Mouth, and 
forced 1 Way into Suſanna 8 Bedcham- 5 
ber, where he acted the baſe Deed- That 
when he ſaw her almoſt expiring, he left 
the Chamber, took the Gag from her 
Mouth as he paſſed, and vaniſhed, the 


fame Way that he came, into his Apart- 
ment. While ſhe uttered the laſt Part of 


this malicious Speech, Suſanna recovered 


her Spirits, and heard her; on which, fix- 


ing her lovely Eyes in a- ghaſtly manner 
upon Tabitba, ſhe could only utter with a 


piteous Groan, ah Wretch! what have IL 
done that thou ſhould- thus — then' ſunk 
into her former Swoon, which: was ſoon 
ſollo red by Convulſions. The broken Sen- 
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tence. 
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terice Suſanna had uttered, with. the Look. 


it was accompanied with to Tabitha, 


zled all preſent, and made them. 18 2 | 
there was fome Myſtery in the Matter, 
which none but Stſanna could unriddle. 
The Mother, with ſome Impatience, aſk- 
ed Tabilba, if ſne was ſure any Violence 
was offered her Dauę ghter ? 'To which the 


crafty Wench optic T was not preſent, 
but could hear through the Wainſcot, that 


ſomething very uncommon. was tranſacting 


within; but I believe, added ſhe, the Vil 


lain has left Marks behind him, which 
may leave you no Doubt of the Misfor- 


| tune. 


The Mother, though overwhelmed with 


the moſt poignant Grief'at the melancholy 


Situation of her Child, was yet willing to 
fatisfy herſelf of the Depth of her Misfor- 
tune before ſhe would call in the Aſſiſtance 


of Phyſicians, leſt ſhe might imprudently 
hurt her Reputation without juſt Founda- 


tion. She ordered ſuch of the Men-Ser- 
vants as were in the Room, to retire, and 


with the Women examined the Body of 


the half dead . for ſuch Signs and 
ed Virginity, as her Ex- 
perience taught her to expect on ſuch: Oc- 


8 and to her unſpeakable Sorrow 


E found 


found them indeed there. This, joined 
to the Tale of the Maid, put the Matter 
beyond all Diſpute; and now the old Lady 
ſeeing her Daughter's Reputation Joſt be- 
vond Redemption, and her Life in great 
Danger by the Violence of her Convul- 
fions, made a Truce with unavailing Sor- 
row, and bravely reſolved. to uſe her Rea- 
fon only to preſerve the one, and revenge 


$ 


the other. 


C - 


She, in the firſt place, ordered that all 
her Doors ſhquld be locked, that none of 
ber Servants might get opt to alarm the 
Raviſher, but ſuch whoſe Fidelity ſhe could 
truſt to. She ſent one for the next Phyſi- 
cian, and another for à Conſtable, Who 
proved 10 88 2 oft Manz 00, Uhom 
e the tragical Story. This Night: 
Magiſtrate, on being ſhewn the Door , 
through which the Raviſher: had paſſed, 
made no Scruple to enter. in with a Party- 
of his Mirmidons, and ſeiged Billaris in 
his Bed, who had no Apprehenſion of ſuck 
an unſeaſonable Diſturbance; for the Solli- 
ceitude which: had . perplexed him for ſeve- 
ral Days and Nights, and kept him from 
Reſt, being now abated, he was in a ſound 
Sleep when he was awaked by the Noiſa 
the Conſtable and Watch made on enter- 
„ 5 ing 


? 
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ing his Apartthene, Ie Was cd * 5 
amazed when he ſaw ſuch odd 5 


about him, but thunder: ſtruck when Mr. 


Conſtable told him he was his Priſoner for 
a Rape; after a conſiderable Pauſe, he had 
ſearce the Power to aſk on whom, and at 
whofe Suit? When he was acc uainted that 
it was on the Score of Suſanna, he grew a. 
little more aſſured, as conſcious of his In- 
nocehce in that reſpect, and haſtily de- 
manded if that LON had charged him Nu. 


ſo black a Crime? No, replied” the ſurly 


Magiſtrate, the Condition you left her in, 
put it out of het Power to charge you with 
any thing, but the Fact is alledged by the 
Mother, on the Information of the young 

Lady's Maid. Billario immediately ſaw + 
through the Malice of this vile Woman, 
and had ſo much regard for the Reputation 


of Sunna, that he would not utter one 


Word in his own Juſtification ; but Mr. 
Conſtable, I cannot blame you for doing 


your Duty, and I muſt truſt in Providence, 
and my own Innocence, to baffle the wic- 


ked {Attempts of that baſe Strumpet. He |. 


then immediately got up, and dreſſed him- 
ſelf as quick as poſſible, with no Signs of 


Guilt or Emotion in his Countenance or 


Behaviour. In the mean time, his Foot- 


man 
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man and Moderno entered the Chamber, ; 
and were amazed to hear the Charge. Mo- 
derno did not know, hut the Fact might 


really be as it was repreſented, ; and was con- 
firmed in that Opinion by Billario's Silence, 
which he conſtrued into a Confeſſion. 


He had been gone to Bed before Billario 
came in, and had not heard any thing of 


what had happened, ſo that he was in the 


utmoſt Perplexity how to behave, partly on 


Billario's Account, but more eſpecially on 
his own ; becauſe he knew that Part of the 


1 Reflection would light on him. At laſt he 
ſlunk out of the Room, with aReſolution to 
go to the Alderman, as if knowing nothing 


of the laſt Part of the Diſaſter, and inform 


him, as far as he knew, of the Affair, 
that when it became publick, he might 
have it to ay, 1 he d all 1 in his Fer . 

a Misfortune. But th 10. 


to prevent ſuc 
Ft 0a who loved his Maſter from more 


generous Motives than his ſelfiſh - Tutor, 


and beſides, by his being. up to put his 
Maſter to Bed when he returned from Su- 


ſanna's Chamber, and heard from him the 


whole Affair, as it really happened, was 


impatient to relate the Fact to the Con- 
ſtable, thinking by that Means to releaſe 
** But Ja as he was about to 
N ſpeak, 
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ſpeak, Billario checked, him, ſaying, Franks, 


I fee. your good Will, but 1 charge you 
not to utter one Syllable without my Or- 
ders; I have my Reaſons, and on your 
Obedience depends ſomething more valu- 
able to me than my Life. By this time he 
was dreſſed, and a Coach being called, 
he was carried off. But we muſt leave 6 
him for tome Minutes, and return to Su- 
anna. - 
This unhappy Lady continued in a a State | 
f Inſenſibility for near Twelve Hours, 
with few Intervals ; and when ſhe was able 


to ſpeak, her Senſes ſeemed to be diſtract- 
ed. She raved inceſfantly, ſometimes call- 


ing on Billarid'in. the moſt tender, moving 


and compaſſionate Accents; mentioning 


bim by all the endearing Epithets her be- 
vildered Fancy could invent, and talking 


to him as preſent; at othet times loading 


him with the heavieſt Reproaches, and ex- 


claiming againſt him as the Violator of 
of her Peace and Honour. 


All the Powers of Medicine \ were tried 
to allay the Fever in her Blood, and calm 


the Tempeſt in her Mind; but all; in vain. 


At laſt one of the Servants came abruptly 
into the Room, and told Hannah, in her. 


Daughter" $ Preſence, that ſhe was t 
e 


| then defiri ring, a 
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0 appear! b 
giſtrate 1 to prefer. er Charge 1 5 4. 
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rio.” On hearing this S 
Gutes. Ferching a deep . the 7-24 
Tabitha" has undone, me, a would, alſo. 
load me with the Guilt of innocent. Blood ; 
to leaye the, Room, but 
het” Mother and a near Kinſwoman « | 


| that” as the valued, a, e punt to 4 
go and releaſe him, that the might not go 


down to the Grave loaded with Nis *Blood, 


which ſhe ſaw, for whatReaſon ſhe could not 


comprehend, Tebitha thirſted after. She 


had no ſooner ſaid this than ſhe fell into 
her former Agonies and Ravings, and con- 
tinued' i in this ah Condition for ſe-" 


verat Hours after. * 
The Mother W 
by her Davghter 5 Contllicn of the . 
Or 


. * 


e I _ dhe 1 


y n means ko frened. 
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for though ſhe ſaw that Billario was more 


innocent than had been ſuggeſted by Ja- 
bitha, yet ſhe was reſolved to be revenged 
on him at all Events whatever, and deter- 
mined to make uſe of Tabitba's Evidence 
againſt him, and to conceal. her Daugh- 


ter's Juſtification of him, which was known 


only to herſelf and her Kinſwoman: With 
this Deſign, but without communicating it, 


| ſhe left her Daughter in Charge with her 
Relation "2 with Direction not to mention a 


Word of what had paſſed to any of the 
Family, nor give Saſanna an Opportunity, 
if ſhe came to herſelf, to repeat it; for, 
ſays ſhe, though we muſt acquit this young 
Rake, yet it is but reaſonable to frighten 
him a little. 

She and Tabitba immediately ſet out, and 
ſent Word to the Conſtable to meet them 
with his Priſoner at Guildhall. When they 
came before the ſitting Alderman, . Tabi- 
;ba gave in her Information very circum- 
ſtantially, as to his Entrance into the 
Chamber, and what ſhe pretended to have 
heard afterwards, and the Mother corroba- 


rated what ſhe faid, by 703 Circumſtances 


Ihe, had diſcovered 1 Ja pection of the 


Res the young Lady. Billariq made 
ence, but appealedt to Heaven, that 
I 


every 


* 
. 
= 
| 
n- 
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every Word 7 abitha had ſaid was Falſe © in 


every Circumſtance, and obſerved, that it 
was now no Time to make a Defence 
againſt their expreſs Affirmations, which 
he was informed, the Law (in Complaifance 
to the Quakers) would look upon as real 
Affidavits; fo that all he at preſent deſired, 
ks only to know if Suſanna was concerned 
in the Charge? The 01d Lady was puzzled 
at this Queſtion, and endeavoured to evade 
anſwering it, by ſaying, that Suſanna had 
Been ever ſince out of her Senſes, and talk- 
ed in ſuch a manner, as no body could make 
Senſe of what ſhe faid. The Jolie would 
have had her be more explicite in her An- 
ſwer, but no more could be got from her, 
which made every one preſent, who till 
now were prepoſſeſſed in Favour of the 
Plaintiff, ſuſpect that there muſt be ſome 
Myftery in the Affair, vhich none but the 
young Lady hetſelf could explain,” and de- 
termined che Magiſtrate to act very cauti- 
do in ſo nice A Pbint, whiereititheLife and 
Reputation 'of a DS ng of Diſtinction 
we Ar Stake: For feed People 55 

Mien, his e Acquaint 
whom his F6ootth n 55 al armed, ne: 85 
gite him a Character, but none of them 
were able-to  fay any thing that could caſt 
any 


R v WY Ie OE Ba . 


it * * to obey, as he was ignorant of 
I 2 
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any Light on the profane Aﬀair with which 


| he was charged. . 


Being aſked again and again, if he Mod 
any thing to offer in his ow]n Behalf, which 
might prevent his being committed, or 


any way invalidate the Teſtimony of his 


Accuſer; he ſaid, that whatever Defence 
he had to make he would reſerve to 4 
more proper Occaſion; in the mean time, 
his Worſhip was at Liberty to act from 
the Evidence that lay before him. Here- 


upon the Juſtice was about to commit him 
to Neugate, when the Conſtable told him, 


that he believed the Gentleman's Footman, 
who was in Court, could ſay ſomething in 
his Maſter's Juſtification, gf he was permit- 
ted; for that he at firſt offered, in his 
Maſter Chamber, with much Aſſurance, 
to clear up the whole Matter, but his Ma- 
ſter charged him to be ſilent. Upon this the 
Footman was called, and aſked if he knew 
any thing of the Rape with which his Ma- 
Her was charged? He replied, he knew 
his honoured Maſter was innocent, and 
that Bitch Tabitha perjured; but that he 
durſt not explain Particulars without his 
Maſter's Conſent, who had: commanded 
im to the contrary; and that he thought 


the 
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the Motives which induced him to chan 
10 unaccountable a SilenceQ. 
Every one preſent was futprized, that a 
Gentleman would permit himſelf to lie un- 
der the Imputation of ſo attrocious a Crime, 
as a Rape upon the Perſon of a young 
Lady of Virtue and ſome Diſtinction, if 
he bad 3 it in his. Power to clear himſelf, 
but he declared, that till that Lady ap- 
peared againſt him, he was determined to 
be ſilent, and truſt the Event to Provi- 
dence, contenting himſelf at preſent with 
the Teſtimony of a Conſcience clear, at 
leaſt, from that horrid. Fact. As he re- 
mained obſtinate, all that could be done, 
was to commit him to the Compter till fur- 


recover, and help to clear their Doubts. 
Hannab and her Maid being returned 
buome, found Sſanna much worſe than 
B when they left her, and that the Phyſicians 
N began to deſpair. of her Life. However, 
when ſhe had pretty well recovered her 
Senſes, her pak abated, and all the Signs 
of Health that could be expected, after ſo 
violent a Shock returned: She had found 
herſelf in this Condition but a few. Mi- 
-nutes, when ſhe aſked her Mother it ſhe 
had acquitted Bylario, to which ſhe re 1 
| | h | e 


ther Examination, hoping the Lady might 
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ed an equivocal Anſwer. But Sauna told 


her; that ſhe believed ſhe had but a little 

Time to live, and therefore would be ex- 
tremely glad to ſee him. Her Mother fell 
into a Paſſion at the Propoſal, and would 
by no means conſent to it, which exaſpe- 


rated the other ſo much, that ſhe told her, 
me never would forgive her, if ſhe denied 


this her laſt dying Requeſt; but the old 


Woman was invincibly obſtinate, and could 
not be prevailed on, either by the Tears of 


Santa,” or the joint Entreaties of her 
Kinſwaman, who really. ee Billario: 
ha beeh-diſcharged:. 4] 1 7 

When Suſanne found chit nothing could? 
perſuade her Mother to comply with her 
Deſite of ſeeing Billario, ſhe requeſted that 
an Attorney might be ſent: for, that ſhe 

might Niels No Fortune; and then p epare 


to make: her Peace with Heaven, The 
Mother, who had no Suſpicion of what ſne 
intended; was not averſe to that meaſure, 


and ſent for an old Limb of the Law of her 


Acquaintance, for whom Suſanna had ex- 
1 more than ordinary Eſteem. 


When he came, ſhe deſired to be left 


alone with him, and when the Company 
was retired; ſhe obſerved to him that ſhe 


had not only ſent for him as a Lawyer, 
'T 3. but 
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but as a Friend to adviſe with 3 yo dave, 
no doubt, added ſhe{ heard of) may my: Mifſ- 
fortune? He told her he had indeed heard 
it, and was ſorry ſo great a Villam.could 
be found among Men as her Naviſher ap- 

peared to be. Upon this took 
him up ſhort, and acquainted him with the 
whole Affair, which ſhe put in the moſt 
favourable Light for Billario, of whom: ſhe 
gave a moſt amiable Character, dectaring 


at the ſame time, that ſhe attributed all ber 
Ilineſs to her reſenting too quickly his Ne- 


N marty her at the Quakeris Meet- 
I had no Reafori, "contitnned- me, to 


1 


Peck that a Man; bred up as he is, would 


fall in all at once with my manner of Think 
ing, which was all he refuſed to gratify me 

in, for I firtnly believe: his e Inten- 
tion as to deal honcurably hy me though 
5 calm Reflection, IL dould not fo de- 
verely blame him for entertaining contraty 
Notions, After the Sacrifice I ſo freely made 
him; few young Men Have the Generofity 
to attribute a Compliance of that Nature, 
to Exceſs of Affection; they generally aſ- 
cribe it either to Levity of Temper, of the 
Predominance of a groſs Appetite,” anch ei- 
thier of * are ſtrong wr: a againſt 


enter- 


TL: 


4 


FFF 


e ene 
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entering into an, Alliance for en with ſuch 


+, Woman. .. | 1913 
As I believe, Billario loved me ſincerely, 


«£4 ( „„ 


leaſt, that he intended as much, till my 


own Imprudence gave him Juſt Cauſe to re- 


ject me; and as J yielded to his Deſires, as 


looking,, 0 him in, Conſcience. as my 
Huſband, ſo L intend to leave him What L 
oe leave to ſome one, and what, if the 
half y; had paſſed, he had enjoyed AS 
Right. "I he. Attorney Was truly 


honeſt Man, compaſſionate in his T 


4770 Ye much, moved by the, .ubbopnded 


Generofity - and noble Sentimengs. of Su- 
anna. He approved of her Deſign, and. 
drew up the Will after the manner ſhe de- 
ſired, Ta with all the Speed and Secrecy 


the could wiſh." Suſanna executed and de- 
livered; it into his Cuſtody, to keep ſor 


Billario, whom. ſhe defired him to. find out, 
and acquit her to him of the Affront that * 


had been put upon him : But charged him 
not to mention one Word of the Will. 


Hie left the loom, and in going down 


Stairs was met by Hannah's Kinſwoman, 
who told him of the Deſire Suſanna had 


expreſſed to ſee Billario, and how her Me- 


ther oppoſed it; and hinted as much as 
of - if 
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if they did not mean fair things to that 
* whom ſhe underftood they 


ſtill detained in Cuſtody, thongh Suſanna 


had fo fairly acquitted him. 

The Lawyer was ſurprized at the double 
Dealing of the Mother, and went directly 
to the Compter to wait on Billario. When 


he came in to him, and acquainted him 


that he came from Suſanna, Billaria receiv- 

ed him with open Arms, and as mueh Joy 
zs if a Meſſenger had come from Heaven. 
But when Mr. B— acquainted him with 


the many generous and tender Things that 


lovely Maid had ſaid of him, though he 


had bee the Means of robbing her both 
of Life and Reputation, his Soul was filled 
with Remorſe, and the moſt lively Com- 
punction. A thoufand Times he curſed 
his unruly Paſſion; and the guiſty Joys, 
which had ruined- 10 much Innocence; but 
at laſt, rouſing himfelf from his Depth of 
Sorrow, added, what is done, cannot be 
undone; but what Reparation a Man of 
Honomt can make, I will make her. Get 
me, Sir, but out of this Place, where the 
Malice of her Mother, and that execrable 
Fiend Tabitha keeps me, and lead me to 
the 18 een and if poſſible, I will 
25 charm 


"_P 
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dhe her back again to Life and Love, 
and by a ſacred Unioin make her happy - 
yet. 

The donn Attorney applauded his ge- 
nerous Return to Virtue, and aſſured him 
he would immediately take Meaſures for 
his Releaſe. He then returned back to 
Hannab's Houſe, and called Rebecca, the 
Relation who ſpoke to him when he went 
from thence, and prevailed with her to go 
with him to the Alderman who committed 
Billario, be fore whom they depoſed the 
Subſtance of what Suſanne had confeſſeck, 
and as a farther Proof produced her Will; 
which fully convinced that. Magiſtrate of . 
the Malice of Haunab's Proceedings, and 
immediately , gaye Orders for. Billario's 
Enlargement, and a Warrant forthe Com 


mitment of 7. abitha for wilful Perjury. "He. - 


would have made free in the ſame manner 
with Hannah, but the Lawyer deſired to 
be excuſed from concerning himſelf in that 
Matter, becauſe it wauld be an odd Pre- 


Jude to the Marriage he. intended to bring 


about between Suſauna and Billario. Mrs. 


Rebecca went home with. Inſtructions to 


prepare Suſanna for a Sight of Billario, 


without communicating any Part of, their 
Tranſactions to the Mather, and the L aw- 
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yer went to the C 
who hardly wiſhed for Liberty upon any 
other Score, but as it enabled him to do 
Juſtice to that [generous Maid. He ran 


with all the Lage of unpalled Deſire, 


and owned a thouſand times afterwards, 
that he felt more real: Pleaſure in the bare 

Reflection that he was about to do a juſt 

and virtuous Action, than ever he experi- 

enced | in the moſt intoxicating Moments of 
ilty Joy... I 


Mrs. Nerch had'acy uainted gases that 


he was at Liberty, with6ut the Knowledge 


or Conſent of der Necker, and that he and 
Mr. B-— the Lawyer, by whoſe means 


he had been ſet at Liberty; would ſhortly 
be with her. On this ſhe felt a new Dawn 


of Joy ſeize her, 'which proved almoſt too 


ſtrong for her exhauſted Spirits: She got 
up, and dreſſed herſelf in a looſe Diſhabile 


to receive him. Her Mother, on coming 


into the Room, and finding her up, was 


overjoyed, but fell into a violent Paſſion, 


when her Daughter told Her; that ſhe Was 
ſorry ſhe had countenaticed that per juredd 
Wretch Tabitha, in blaſting the Character 
of the innocent Billario, whom ſhe expect- 
ed every Moment, notwithſtanding the 
wicked Arts of _ Creature to ruin his. 


and 


omp̃ter to free Billario, 
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and her Reputation. Hannah hereupen 
loaded them both wich the, moſt odious 
Epithets, which though they ſhocked the 
good-natured Saſanna, yet had this happ RY 


Effect, to enable her to FOOD the exce 


_ five. Joy of ſeeing him enter the Room, 
for the Compunction ſhe felt for having 
given but too juſt Cauſe for an indulgent 


and fond Parent to be angry with her, bal- 


lanced the Satisfaction ſhe felt from a 1 N 
ver ſhe once thought laſt to her, and kept 
her Soul-in a kind of Equilibrio between 
Joy and Grief, either of which alone, eſ- 
pecially the firſt, would have been apt to 
have diſcompoſed her whole Frame. 
Billario, regardleſs of the Ravings of the 
Mother, whoſe Paſſion on ſeeing him was 
immoderate, ran to his Charmer, and em- 
braced her with. unfeigned Extaſy, utter- 
ing at the ſame time the moſt tender, ſoft 


and obliging Expreſſions, his Heart over- 


flowing with all that Love and Gratitude 
could dictate. Sigſanna returned the fond 


Embrace, and ſpoke her Sentiments in the 


moving Eloquence of a languiſhing Eye; 
| the. Emotion Of her Mind "ON this Occaſi- ; 
on, was too big for Utterance; Words 


| could ee any Idea of. her Tranſ- 
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ports, and when ſhe. was able to ſpeak, it 


was only in ſoft Murmurs. Am I 


not my Folly cooled thy Affection? Ah! 
Billario, I ſcarce deſerve thy Eſteem, much 
leſs thy Love, ſince I have been ſo laviſh 
of my all, that I have nothing left for thee 

to aſk, or myſelf to grant; but I ſee thou 
peitieſt me, md that is all I ought to deſire 


while I live, and that thou vouchſafe a 
Tear to the Memory of one, who died be- 


caufe ſſie loved thee too much. Speak not 


of Death, my charming Angel; ' replied 


Billario, we have many Tears of happy 
Love, and Joys unmixed with guilty Re- 
flections yet in ſtore calm, thou Idol of 


my Soul, thy Mind to its wonted Tran- 


12 J think no more of what is paſt, 


or every Moment L expect a Prieſt, who 
ſhall make us one by lawful: Wedlock, by 
which we ſhall ſtop the Malice of envious 


Tongues, and hoard up a Treaſure of end- 


leſs Joys to ourſelves; for thou haſt yet a 


Paradiſe of untaſted, and unrifled Pleaſures, 
to beſtow on one whoſe Love is now re- 


fined from the baſe Droſs with which it 


Aas at firſt alloyed, and whoſe Soul breathes 
nothing but that r Flame, which may 
* : warm. 


— 


again happy before 1 die, ſaid ſhe? Has 


| 
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to ſay, I 1 too happy! Heaven - 
and in a few Moments, expired in his 
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warm even the Breaſt of a Seraph. He 
uttered theſe Words with ſuch a lively 
Emphaſis,. that Suſanna had no room to 


doubt his Sincerity; even the flinty heart- 


ed Haunab was moved with his generous 
Paſſion, roſe from her Seat, and, in her 
Way, beſtowed her: Benediction on the 


happy Pair, as they ſat encircled in each 


other's Arms. But, alas! Sgſauna's Joys 
came too quick upon her: The Aſſurance 


of her Lover's: Eidelity, and the Bleſſing 


and F orgiveneſs of: an. enraged Parent, 
were too much for her to bear: She ſunk, 
with the Exceſs of Joy, her lovely Head 
into Billario's Boſom, and had only Power 


ug | 
To thoſe tool are acquainted _ the 
Dania of the Soul, in ſuch uncommon 


and intereſting Emergencies, to deſcribe 


the Grief, the Deſpair that poſſeſſed the 
wretched Billario, when he ſaw the Idol 
of his Eyes breathleſs before him, is need- 


leſs; and Minds that are not framed in 


ſuch a Mould, would think it impertinent. 
Therefore I leave the firſs to meaſure the 


Anguiſh of every Perſon preſent, by ſup- 


poling 
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poſing himſelf in ſimilar: Cireumſtances; 
the only Method I can convey to him any 


Idea of that poignant Sorrow which over- 


whelmed them all; and the laſt either to 


qaugh or cry, juſt as he finds himſelf in 
Diſpoſition, from the Effect the Narrative 
has had upon him; but though one would 
think, that Billario: needed no new. Motive 


to augment his Grief, yet he had very near 


fallen a Sacrifice to Deſpair, when Mr. 
B— the Attorney, preſented him with the 
Will of che Deceaſed, letting him know, 
that as/ſhe had left him all, 12 was his Bu- 
ſineſs to look after the Funeral. 


The Idea of ſo much — 0 a 


Time when he had given her Cauſe to hate 


Him; by treating her honeſt Propoſal of 


Marriage with ſuch mean Evaſions, cover- 


ed him with ſo much Shame and Remorſe, 
while it heightened the tranſcendent Merit 


of the undone Suſanna, loſt to Fame, Life, 
and Honour, by his Maletreatment of her, 
that he ran frantick about the Room, 


threw himſelf on the dead Body, preſſed 


the yet warm Clay to his Boſom, ſpoke to 


it in Raptures, as if it ſtill had Life, and at 
laſt, if he had not been held, had certainly 


tad violent Hands upon bimſelf. . 
1 - Mr. 


bo 


9 
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"> Mr: B had him carried to his Lodg- 


Es, and took upon himſelf the ordering 
of the Funeral, which was performed with 


as much Decency and Privacy as poſſible 


in aboup thtee Days: In which Time Bil. 


Jarib's-Griefthad ſubſidec into a calm ſet- 
tled Sotrow, without thoſe violent Agitati- 
ons which diſcovered themſelves on the 
firſt Approach of that Paſſion. In this 
Condition, he Was viſited, the Day after 
the Funeral, by his Father, his Relation 
iche Alderman, and Muderno. At Sight of 
the two fit; whomhe had ſo much offend- 


ed, Billaris was a little ſhocked, but the 
Rind Father ſoon relieved him from that 


Embaraſſment, by telling him that heand 
his- Kinſman were not come to chide him, 


but to condole with thim on the Loſs 


of Suſama, wfoſe Character and Behavi- 


our towards him, he had been made ac- 
quainted with, and to adviſe him not to let 


That -unthappy Affair to lie heavy on his 
Spirits, nor te be too ſevere upon himſelf, 
in reflecting upon any Inadvertency he 
might have been drawn into by the Heat 


_ of youthful Blood. If, ſays he, you make 
a proper Uſe of the Train of Aceidents to 


ahrich your firſt Engagements with that 
Lady 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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Lady has drawn you, you may learn a Leſ⸗- 
ſon of Wiſdom, which may lead you 
through the ſeveral Stages of Life , with 
Pleaſure, and ſweeten the Approach of old 
Age; on the contraty, if i you neglect to 
make the plain and obvious Refſections, 
Ferch from the tragical Story, every 
Circumſtance in it muſt ſerve. oa embitter 
all your future Enjoyments, and render the 


Thoughts of grey: Hairs and Dearh Inop- 


Ponies. ic e ei yo Not: 


hs, toy Son, is the laſt Time chat ever 
I ſhall mention the. Affait to you, unleſs 
your future Conduct gives me room to 
think that you make a bad Return to that 
Providence, to which alone you are indebt- 
ed for your Eife and Reputation; Whatever 
Share my Kinſman has ſuffered in the fatal 
Cataſtrope, I am convinced he feels more 
for you, and will contribute all in his Power 


to make you: forget every dark Circum- 


ſtance attending it; and in order that Ob- 


jects may not keep up; an ungrateful Re- 


membrance of what is beſt forgot, I pur- 
-poſe you ſhall forthwith ſet out on your 
Travels with your Governor Moderno, with 


whoſe Conduct in this Affair I am perfectly 


fatifed,  figce he bad the Wiſdom and | 
* Care - 
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Care to af my Kinſman as. ſoon as he 
foreſaw any Dariger from your Conduct, 
and came down Poſt to me, as foon as 00 
were taken into Cuſtody. 

- Billario was overjoyed to have 10 ealy a 
Come-off with" his Father and the Alder- 
man, as from both of them, eſpecially "the 
latter, he expected nothing but the'keeneſt 
Reſentment. He was well enough pleaſed 


to leave London, but had no Mind to enter g 


on his Travels; he had rather an Inclina- 
tion to indulge his Melancholy, by return- 

ing into the Coumtry for a few Weeks; but 
Ws Father would not humour hitm in that 
manner; he endeavoured all he could to di- 
vert him, and ordered Moderno to carry him 
into ſuch Company as by Degrees might 
diſſipate the gloomy melancholy Turn he 


had taken. | All. his Acquaintance exerted ; | 


themſelves on this 'Occafſton, and he was 
obliged in good Manners to countenance in 
' ſome meaſure their Endeavours, and thank 
them for their Intentions ; but inwardly he 
repined at the Force they put upon His In- 
clinations; - fretted at the Reſtraint he was 
in while in their Company, and was more 
pleaſed when he could indulge a Tear in 


* or * his Sdrrows in heavy 
Sighs. 
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Sigbs, and Heart. piercing Groans, 1 5 he 
uſed to be ir RF Eng of of gayeſt 
Pleaſures of the Senſes. 


His Friends obliged him to wy a. fow 
Weeks in this manner, in hopes that 5 


Sorrow would abate by the Company he 
was continually i in, and the round a Di- 


verſions. in which he was, in ſpight of him 
felt er. obſerving 
licle or n. Alteration in him from theſe 
means, ordered him to ſet 7 his Tra · 
Where 
he ol eh Relations Lee's thulterdam, 
hom he. was girefted co. ſtay ſome. 
and then proceed. for Fru nce. He- 
was 9 ine and went * in a 


EA but his Fath 


vels, and take the Way of Ho 


Months, 


Veſſel belonging to the Alderman, and ar- 


rived, at; Ami rdam, in. the latter End of 
had been there but a few 


yes e er the man Ti 05 1 he conti- 


nually met with, ſhed, in a great 


meaſure, that (yen hg which had ſeiz- 


ed him on the Death of Suſauna: He now 
began to reliſh Company, and ſuch Diver- 
on 28 that City afforded, and aſſumed in a 

e his former Gaiety, of Di de „ 


As. Love was his, predominant Paſſion, th 


faſt ae to its wonted Empire, and. 


S. » 


© 


\ 


Can 
le no longer repined foribreathle(® Beauty, 


bat enteftained\ Thoughts of folacing! itt 


ſelf with the warmer Charms of ſome liv- 
ing Fair, and laid himſelf out to gratify 
an Appetite, which the leng Lent bis 
Grief had obliged him to keep, rendered 
very impottun atme 


As he did not underſtand the Language 


of the Country, ſo he had ne great Op- 
portunity of entering into any polite In- 
trigue, and therefore he laid out for a meer 
Woman, of any Rankzßato anfwer his Ne- 


Veſſilies, reſolved to Ne up wirll the firſt 
the cod purehafe ;, for Laue or Monty, as 


The popular” Fhrafs is. 2 Nis he cdged at 
the Houſe of one of his Duteb Relations, 
\whete he had no Opportunity te refreſh. 


Khienſelf ar Rome; his IneInariohs were en- 
Rauen gge seht brad, He bade heard of 
the Muck Houſes in that City, ang felt a 


*Fquen 


Curioſity to iſit them This hte propoſed 
to Moderno, who cautioned Hit againft 
venturing; amovgt chem, as Strangers hal 
frequently been ill uſedoim theſe? Temples 
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Phris tather increaſed the Cürtoſity of 


Billurio than deterrech him. for he was na- 
turalſy bent bpon every Thing; in which 


he 


« 212 75 

he was oppoſed and he tool it in his Head; 
one Evening to give Moderne and his Ser 
Vants the Slip, and went by himſelf to that 
-Quarter of the City where the Stews were 
chen golerated! 1 ir, Bu 

He had ſcarce entered their precincts, 
when he was halled by a Female from one 
offtheſe Houſes; by her Dreſs and Carriage 
he was in doubt of what ſhe: was, and of 
the Nature of the Houſe to which ſhe in- 
vited him. However he complied; with her 
Requeſt, and folloyyed her into the Houſr, 
Where; he ſaw a great Number of Duieb 
Women dancing with their Gallapts, in a 
large Room pretty well illuminated, to a 
bed of Myſicks which had more of Noiſe 
than Harmony. However, the Company 
footed: away to the Notes. in their Heads, 
without much ninding the: Stops in the 
Muſick. B#lariofharp-ſet as a Sailor juſt 
landed from: ahn'Eaft-India'Voyage,' would 
have excuſed: himſelf any Prelude to the 
main Affair, and was immediately for re- 
tiring with his Fro; but Wann: firſt he 
introduced to the Company, and. initiated 
id ler dener by drinking plentiful- 
I 0f Flip, and what other Liquor his. Se- 
le afforded. As he was ſoon n. 


(6213) 


ed to be a Stranger, they determined to 
make the moſt of him, and called, at his 
Expence, for what they pleaſed, and oblig- 
ed him to drink ſo many Bumpers, that he 
almoſt forgot the Buſineſs he came upon, 


and. grew as frolickſome as the beſt of them. > 


The Maſter of the Houſe led him into a 


more private Apartment, and told him, 


that if he did not like the Frow who brouglit 


him in, he might have his Choice of a Bo. 


zen more, who would preſent themſelves 
before him; and without waiting for his 


Anſwer, called in a great many of all Sizes, 
Dreſſes and Complexions. 


Bullario could have put up with any one 
of man and would not have been much 


into 4 - Heads to differ imotiett Hits 


ſelves about the Preference, and almoſt. 


ſmothered him with their Careſſes, and 
deafned him with-their Clamours. Atlaſt, 
one propoſed an Expedient which would 
end all their Diſputes, viz: That they 
hould all ſtrip naked, diveſt themſelves of 
their borrowed Ornaments, and allow the 
Gentleman to determine the Prize of Beau- 
ty, as Paris did among the * 
Goddeſſes: This WE which ha 


been 


_ * 
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been previouſſy concerted, was agreed to 
with this Amendment, Aix that Billaria 
ſhould. likewife undreſs, to be ready for the 
Rencounter. Accordingly, about a en 
of them ſtrippęd naked as they were born, 
and Billario being likewiſe diſrobed, they 
gave him an Apple in his Hand, placed 
him in the Middle among them, and join: 
ing Hands, danced in a Ring about him, 
directing him to give the Apple to che hap: 
py She whom he moſt fayoured. 

Billario liked the Novelty of the F bile; 
and to prolong it, was ſome time as if in 
doubt where to. beſtow. the Prize, and the 
Girls put themſelves 1 into all the antick Poſ- 
tures, nde as if to engage his Atten- 

tion. He was juſt about to make his Elec- 
tion, when the Landlord came running in- 
to the Room, put out the Lights, deſiring 

them all to ſnift for themſelves, for the 
Magiſtrates, were in the Nouſe, with. Intent 
to ſend every Soul ef them to the Raſp- 
Houſe; in which delightful Situation we 

ſhall leave him *till I recover NO. to 
5 Fan in theſe eee ; 
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